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American Legal History: A Very Short Introduction
In this brilliant and immensely readable book, Lawrence M. Friedman tells the whole fascinating story of American law from
its beginnings in the colonies to the present day. By showing how close the life of the law is to the economic and political
life of the country, he makes a complex subject understandable and engrossing. "A History of American Law" presents the
achievements and failures of the American legal system in the context of America's commercial and working world, family
practices, and attitudes toward property, government, crime, and justice. Now completely revised and updated, this
groundbreaking work incorporates new material regarding slavery, criminal justice, and twentieth-century law. For laymen
and students alike, this remains the only comprehensive authoritative history of American law.

A History of American Law Publishing
No enterprise is so seductive as a railroad for the influence it exerts, the power it gives, and the hope of gain it
offers.—Poor's Manual of Railroads (1900 At its peak, the railroad was the Internet of its day in its transformative impact on
American life and law. A harbinger and promoter of economic empire, it was also the icon of a technological revolution that
accelerated national expansion and in the process transformed our legal system. James W. Ely Jr., in the first
comprehensive legal history of the rail industry, shows that the two institutions—the railroad and American law—had a
profound influence on each other. Ely chronicles how "America's first big business" impelled the creation of a vast array of
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new laws in a country where long-distance internal transport had previously been limited to canals and turnpikes. Railroads,
the first major industry to experience extensive regulation, brought about significant legal innovations governing interstate
commerce, eminent domain, private property, labor relations, and much more. Much of this development was originally
designed to serve the interests of the railroads themselves but gradually came to contest and control the industry's power
and exploitative tendencies. As Ely reveals, despite its great promise and potential as an engine of prosperity and uniter of
far-flung regions, the railroad was not universally admired. Railroads uprooted people, threatened local autonomy, and
posed dangers to employees and the public alike—situations with unprecedented legal ramifications. Ely explores the
complex and sometimes contradictory ways in which those ramifications played out, as railroads crossed state lines and
knitted together a diverse nation with thousands of miles of iron rail. Epic in its scope, Railroads and American Law makes a
complex subject accessible to a wide range of readers, from legal historians to railroad buffs, and shows the many ways in
which a powerful industry brought change and innovation to America.

Law Books in Action
Every day, in courtrooms around the United States, thousands of criminal defendants are represented by public
defenders--lawyers provided by the government for those who cannot afford private counsel. Though often taken for
granted, the modern American public defender has a surprisingly contentious history--one that offers insights not only
about the "carceral state," but also about the contours and compromises of twentieth-century liberalism. First gaining
appeal amidst the Progressive Era fervor for court reform, the public defender idea was swiftly quashed by elite corporate
lawyers who believed the legal profession should remain independent from the state. Public defenders took hold in some
localities but not yet as a nationwide standard. By the 1960s, views had shifted. Gideon v. Wainwright enshrined the right to
counsel into law and the legal profession mobilized to expand the ranks of public defenders nationwide. Yet within a few
years, lawyers had already diagnosed a "crisis" of underfunded, overworked defenders providing inadequate
representation--a crisis that persists today. This book shows how these conditions, often attributed to recent fiscal
emergencies, have deep roots, and it chronicles the intertwined histories of constitutional doctrine, big philanthropy,
professional in-fighting, and Cold War culture that made public defenders ubiquitous but embattled figures in American
courtrooms.

Law In America
This introductory text explores the historical origins of the main legal institutions that came to characterize the AngloAmerican legal tradition, and to distinguish it from European legal systems. The book contains both text and extracts from
historical sources and literature. The book is published in color, and contains over 250 illustrations, many in color, including
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medieval illuminated manuscripts, paintings, books and manuscripts, caricatures, and photographs.

The Cambridge History of Law in America
Private law touches every aspect of people's daily lives—landholding, inheritance, private property, marriage and family
relations, contracts, employment, and business dealings—and the court records and legal documents produced under
private law are a rich source of information for anyone researching social, political, economic, or environmental history. But
to utilize these records fully, researchers need a fundamental understanding of how private law and legal institutions
functioned in the place and time period under study. This book offers the first comprehensive introduction in either English
or Spanish to private law in Spanish Latin America from the colonial period to the present. M. C. Mirow organizes the book
into three substantial sections that describe private law and legal institutions in the colonial period, the independence era
and nineteenth century, and the twentieth century. Each section begins with an introduction to the nature and function of
private law during the period and discusses such topics as legal education and lawyers, legal sources, courts, land,
inheritance, commercial law, family law, and personal status. Each section also presents themes of special interest during
its respective time period, including slavery, Indian status, codification, land reform, and development and globalization.

The Creation of American Law
The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution tells the forgotten, untold story of the
origins of U.S. law. Before the Revolutionary War, a 26-year-old Italian thinker, Cesare Beccaria, published On Crimes and
Punishments, a runaway bestseller that shaped the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and early American
laws. America's Founding Fathers, including early U.S. Presidents, avidly read Beccaria's book--a product of the Italian
Enlightenment that argued against tyranny and the death penalty. Beccaria's book shaped American views on everything
from free speech to republicanism, to ''Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,'' to gun ownership and the founders'
understanding of ''cruel and unusual punishments,'' the famous phrase in the U.S. Constitution's Eighth Amendment. In
opposing torture and infamy, Beccaria inspired America's founders to jettison England's Bloody Code, heavily reliant on
executions and corporal punishments, and to adopt the penitentiary system. The cast of characters in The Birth of American
Law includes the usual suspects--George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and James Madison. But it also
includes the now little-remembered Count Luigi Castiglioni, a botanist from Milan who--decades before Alexis de
Tocqueville's Democracy in America--toured all thirteen original American states before the 1787 Constitutional Convention
in Philadelphia. Also figuring in this dramatic story of the American Revolution: Madison's Princeton classmate William
Bradford, an early U.S. Attorney General and Beccaria devotee; John Dickinson, the ''Penman of the Revolution'' who wrote
of Beccaria's ''genius'' and ''masterly hand''; James Wilson and Dr. Benjamin Rush, signers of the Declaration of
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Independence and fellow Beccaria admirers; and Philip Mazzei, Jefferson's Italian-American neighbor at Monticello and yet
another Beccaria enthusiast. In documenting Beccaria's game-changing influence, The Birth of American Law sheds
important new light on the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the creation of American law.

The Transformation of American Law, 1780-1860
G. Edward White, a leading legal historian, presents Law in American History, a two-volume, comprehensive narrative
history of American law from the colonial period to the present. In this first volume, White explores the key turning points in
roughly the first half of the American legal system, from the development of order in the colonies, to the signing of the
Constitution, to the dissolution of the Union just before the Civil War. Thought-provoking and artfully written, Law in
American History, Vol. 1 is an essential text for both students of law and general readers alike.

Law's History
Law in American History, Volume II
A History of American Law has become a classic for students of law, American history and sociology across the country. In
this brilliant and immensely readable book, Lawrence M. Friedman tells the whole fascinating story of American law from its
beginnings in the colonies to the present day. By showing how close the life of the law is to the economic and political life of
the country, he makes a complex subject understandable and engrossing. A History of American Law presents the
achievements and failures of the American legal system in the context of America's commercial and working world, family
practices and attitudes toward property, slavery, government, crime and justice. Now Professor Friedman has completely
revised and enlarged his landmark work, incorporating a great deal of new material. The book contains newly expanded
notes, a bibliography and a bibliographical essay.

A History of American Law
In this second installment of G. Edward White's sweeping history of law in America from the colonial era to the present,
White, covers the period between 1865-1929, which encompasses Reconstruction, rapid industrialization, a huge influx of
immigrants, the rise of Jim Crow, the emergence of an American territorial empire, World War I, and the booming yet
xenophobic 1920s. As in the first volume, he connects the evolution of American law to the major political, economic,
cultural, social, and demographic developments of the era. To enrich his account, White draws from the latest research
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from across the social sciences--economic history, anthropology, and sociology--yet weave those insights into a highly
accessible narrative. Along the way he provides a compelling case for why law can be seen as the key to understanding the
development of American life as we know it. Law in American History, Volume II will be an essential text for both students of
law and general readers.

American Law and Legal Systems
In Law in American History, Volume III: 1930-2000, the eminent legal scholar G. Edward White concludes his sweeping
history of law in America, from the colonial era to the near-present. Picking up where his previous volume left off, at the end
of the 1920s, White turns his attention to modern developments in both public and private law. One of his findings is that
despite the massive changes in American society since the New Deal, some of the landmark constitutional decisions from
that period remain salient today. An illustration is the Court's sweeping interpretation of the reach of Congress's power
under the Commerce Clause in Wickard v. Filburn (1942), a decision that figured prominently in the Supreme Court's recent
decision to uphold the Affordable Care Act. In these formative years of modern American jurisprudence, courts responded
to, and affected, the emerging role of the state and federal governments as regulatory and redistributive institutions and
the growing participation of the United States in world affairs. They extended their reach into domains they had mostly
ignored: foreign policy, executive power, criminal procedure, and the rights of speech, sexuality, and voting. Today, the
United States continues to grapple with changing legal issues in each of those domains. Law in American History, Volume III
provides an authoritative introduction to how modern American jurisprudence emerged and evolved of the course of the
twentieth century, and the impact of law on every major feature of American life in that century. White's two preceding
volumes and this one constitute a definitive treatment of the role of law in American history.

An Introduction to the American Legal System, Government, and Constitutional Law
A System of the Laws of the State of Connecticut
During his career at Harvard, Morton Horwitz changed the questions legal historians ask. In this book, Horwitz's students reexamine legal history from America's colonial era to the late twentieth century. The essays are, like Horwitz, provocative
and original as they continue his transformation of American legal history.

Transformations in American Legal History
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According to Anthony Chase, American law has undergone a series of radial transformations that correspond to four broad
periods of American history: precapitalist, capitalist, state capitalist, and global capitalist. Laws may be written down in
black and white, but as economic and social history unfold, Chase argues, the spirit of the law slips quietly from the letter,
leaving room for interpretation. This gray space is where legal analysis and debate take place - and legal institutions
develop. Drawing on an impressive range of sources - from classic texts by Adam Smith, Karl Marx, and Friedrich Engels, to
Norman Mailer lectures and the critical legal studies theory of Morton Horwitz - Law and History explores what the author
calls "the intriguing mystery of how law and history fit together." How precisely have long-term economic cycles influenced
American legal doctrine? How have movements in U.S. social history shaped the development of our legal institutions?

The Growth of American Law
Resource added for the Paralegal program 101101.

A History of American Law: Third Edition
In a remarkable book based on prodigious research, Morton J. Horwitz offers a sweeping overview of the emergence of a
national (and modern) legal system from English and colonial antecedents. He treats the evolution of the common law as
intellectual history and also demonstrates how the shifting views of private law became a dynamic element in the economic
growth of the United States. Horwitz's subtle and sophisticated explanation of societal change begins with the common law,
which was intended to provide justice for all. The great breakpoint came after 1790 when the law was slowly transformed to
favor economic growth and development. The courts spurred economic competition instead of circumscribing it. This new
instrumental law flourished as the legal profession and the mercantile elite forged a mutually beneficial alliance to gain
wealth and power. The evolving law of the early republic interacted with political philosophy, Horwitz shows. The doctrine of
laissez-faire, long considered the cloak for competition, is here seen as a shield for the newly rich. By the 1840s the
overarching reach of the doctrine prevented further distribution of wealth and protected entrenched classes by disallowing
the courts very much power to intervene in economic life. This searching interpretation, which connects law and the courts
to the real world, will engage historians in a new debate. For to view the law as an engine of vast economic transformation
is to challenge in a stunning way previous interpretations of the eras of revolution and reform.

Law and History
'Law Books in Action: Essays on the Anglo-American Legal Treatise' explores the history of the legal treatise in the common
law world. Rather than looking at treatises as shortcuts from 'law in books' to 'law in action', the essays in this collection ask
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what treatises can tell us about what troubled legal professionals at a given time, what motivated them to write what they
did, and what they hoped to achieve. This book, then, is the first study of the legal treatise as a 'law book in action', an
active text produced by individuals with ideas about what they wanted the law to be, not a mere stepping-stone to codes
and other forms of legal writing, but a multifaceted genre of legal literature in its own right, practical and fanciful, dogmatic
and ornamental in turn. This book will be of interest to legal scholars, lawyers and judges, as well as to anyone else with a
scholarly interest in law in general, and legal history in particular.

Originalism in American Law and Politics
Letters of the Law
Enterprise and American Law, 1836-1937
A social history of the law in America traces the development of the American legal system from the colonial period to the
present day, exploring the various ways in which it evolved to fit the changing needs of American society and economy and
documenting its failures and accomplishments in terms of social opportunity, justice, crime, government, and more.
Reprint. 12,500 first printing.

Commentaries on American Law
Free Justice
Latin American Law
Railroads and American Law
This volume covers American law from the earliest settlement and colonization of North America.
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American Legal History
This book explains how the debate over originalism emerged from the interaction of constitutional theory, U.S. Supreme
Court decisions, and American political development. Refuting the contention that originalism is a recent concoction of
political conservatives like Robert Bork, Johnathan O'Neill asserts that recent appeals to the origin of the Constitution in
Supreme Court decisions and commentary, especially by Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas, continue an
established pattern in American history. Originalism in American Law and Politics is distinguished by its historical approach
to the topic. Drawing on constitutional commentary and treatises, Supreme Court and lower federal court opinions,
congressional hearings, and scholarly monographs, O'Neill's work will be valuable to historians, academic lawyers, and
political scientists.

American Law
Headline-grabbing murders are not the only cases in which sanity has been disputed in the American courtroom. Susanna
Blumenthal traces this litigation, revealing how ideas of human consciousness, agency, and responsibility have shaped
American jurisprudence as judges struggled to reconcile Enlightenment rationality with new sciences of the mind.

American Law in a Global Context
American law in the twentieth century describes the explosion of law over the past century into almost every aspect of
American life. Since 1900 the center of legal gravity in the United States has shifted from the state to the federal
government, with the creation of agencies and programs ranging from Social Security to the Securities Exchange
Commission to the Food and Drug Administration. Major demographic changes have spurred legal developments in such
areas as family law and immigration law. Dramatic advances in technology have placed new demands on the legal system
in fields ranging from automobile regulation to intellectual property. Throughout the book, Friedman focuses on the social
context of American law. He explores the extent to which transformations in the legal order have resulted from the social
upheavals of the twentieth century--including two world wars, the Great Depression, the civil rights movement, and the
sexual revolution. Friedman also discusses the international context of American law: what has the American legal system
drawn from other countries? And in an age of global dominance, what impact has the American legal system had abroad?
This engrossing book chronicles a century of revolutionary change within a legal system that has come to affect us all.

History of the Common Law
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American Law and Legal Systems examines the philosophy of law within a political, social, and economic framework with
great clarity and insight. Readers are introduced to operative legal concepts, everyday law practices, substantive
procedures, and the intricacies of the American legal system. Eliminating confusing legalese, the authors skillfully explain
the basics, from how a lawsuit is filed to the final appeal. This new edition provides essential updates to forensic and
scientific evidence, contract law, family law, and includes new text boxes and tables to help students understand,
remember, and apply central concepts.

A History of American Law, Revised Edition
In this brilliant and immensely readable book, Lawrence M. Friedman tells the whole fascinating story of American law from
its beginnings in the colonies to the present day. By showing how close the life of the law is to the economic and political
life of the country, he makes a complex subject understandable and engrossing. A History of American Law presents the
achievements and failures of the American legal system in the context of America's commercial and working world, family
practices, and attitudes toward property, government, crime, and justice. Now completely revised and updated, this
groundbreaking work incorporates new material regarding slavery, criminal justice, and twentieth-century law. For laymen
and students alike, this remains the only comprehensive authoritative history of American law.

American Law
This book furthers dialogue on the separation of church and state with an approach that emphasizes intellectual history and
the constitutional theory that underlies American society. Mark D. McGarvie explains that the founding fathers of America
considered the right of conscience to be an individual right, to be protected against governmental interference. While the
religion clauses enunciated this right, its true protection occurred in the creation of separate public and private spheres.
Religion and the churches were placed in the private sector. Yet, politically active Christians have intermittently mounted
challenges to this bifurcation in calling for a greater public role for Christian faith and morality in American society. Both
students and scholars will learn much from this intellectual history of law and religion that contextualizes a four-hundredyear-old ideological struggle.

The Ages of American Law
This is a study of the central role of history in late-nineteenth century American legal thought. In the decades following the
Civil War, the founding generation of professional legal scholars in the United States drew from the evolutionary social
thought that pervaded Western intellectual life on both sides of the Atlantic. Their historical analysis of law as an inductive
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science rejected deductive theories and supported moderate legal reform, conclusions that challenge conventional
accounts of legal formalism Unprecedented in its coverage and its innovative conclusions about major American legal
thinkers from the Civil War to the present, the book combines transatlantic intellectual history, legal history, the history of
legal thought, historiography, jurisprudence, constitutional theory, and the history of higher education.

American Law in the 20th Century
Following its publication in 1974, Grant Gilmore's compact portrait of the development of American law from the eighteenth
century to the mid-twentieth century became a classic. In this new edition, the portrait is brought up to date with a new
chapter by Philip Bobbitt that surveys the trajectory of American law since the original publication. Bobbitt also provides a
Foreword on Gilmore and the celebrated lectures that inspired The Ages of American Law. "Sharp, opinionated, and as
pungent as cheddar."—New Republic "This book has the engaging qualities of good table talk among a group of
sophisticated and educated friends—given body by broad learning and a keen imagination and spiced with wit."—Willard
Hurst

The Birth of American Law
This is the standard reader in American law and constitutional development. The selections demonstrate that the legal
order, once defined by society, helps in molding the various forces of the social life of that society. The essays cover the
entire period of the American experience, from the colonies to postindustrial society. Additions to this enlarged edition
include essays by Michael Parrish on the Depression and the New Deal; Abram Chayes on the role of the judge in public law
litigation; David Vogel on social regulation; Harry N. Scheiber on doctrinal legacies and institutional innovations in the
relation between law and the economy; and Lawrence M. Friedman on American legal history.

Law in American History, Volume III
With the Constitutional Convention in 1787, America was set on a course to develop a unique system of law with roots in
the English common law tradition. This new system, its foundations in Article III of the Constitution, called for a national
judiciary headed by a supreme court—which first met in 1790. This book serves as a history of America’s national law with a
look at those—such as John Jay (the first Chief), James Iredell, Bushrod Washington and James Wilson—who set in motion
not only the new Supreme Court, but also the new federal judiciary. These founders displayed great dexterity in
maneuvering through the fraught political landscape of the 1790s.
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The Transformation of American Law, 1780–1860
A concise examination of the central role of legal decisions in shaping key social issues explores topics ranging from Native
American affairs and slavery to business and home life as well as how criminal and civil offenses have been addressed in
positive and negative ways. Original.

Law in American History
Renowned legal historian Lawrence Friedman presents an accessible and authoritative history of American law from the
colonial era to the present day. This fully revised fourth edition incorporates the latest research to bring this classic work
into the twenty-first century. In addition to looking closely at timely issues like race relations, the book covers the changing
configurations of commercial law, criminal law, family law, and the law of property. Friedman furthermore interrogates the
vicissitudes of the legal profession and legal education. The underlying theory of this eminently readable book is that the
law is the product of society. In this way, we can view the history of the legal system through a sociological prism as it has
evolved over the years.

A History of American Law
In this integration of law and economic ideas, Herbert Hovenkamp charts the evolution of the legal framework that
regulated American business enterprise from the time of Andrew Jackson through the first New Deal. He reveals the
interdependent relationship between economic theory and law that existed in these decades of headlong growth and
examines how this relationship shaped both the modern business corporation and substantive due process. Classical
economic theory--the cluster of ideas about free markets--became the guiding model for the structure and function of both
private and public law. Hovenkamp explores the relationship of classical economic ideas to law in six broad areas related to
enterprise in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He traces the development of the early business corporation and
maps the rise of regulated industry from the first charterbased utilities to the railroads. He argues that free market political
economy provided the intellectual background for constitutional theory and helped define the limits of state and federal
regulation of business behavior. The book also illustrates the unique American perspective on political economy reflected in
the famous doctrine of substantive due process. Finally, Hovenkamp demonstrates the influence of economic theory on
labor law and gives us a reexamination of the antitrust movement, the most explicit intersection of law and economics
before the New Deal. Legal, economic, and intellectual historians and political scientists will welcome these trenchant
insights on an influential period in American constitutional and corporate history.
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Law and Religion in American History
This new coursebook introduces students to the relationship among the American constitutional, governmental, and legal
systems. With a clear and concise presentation, this book explores historical and contemporary events, judicial opinions,
and constitutional provisions that demonstrate how the three systems accommodate social progress in an ever-changing
and highly diverse nation. Perfect for LLM courses or even undergraduate classes, this book aims to teach students how to
understand constitutional doctrines, brief judicial opinions, and how American history affects contemporary legal issues.
Features: Clear and concise presentation and logical organization of material making it an excellent introductory book to
the American legal system Inclusion of modern cases on relevant topics, such as same-sex marriage, legalization of
marijuana, and homicidal laws affecting juveniles Chapter questions that facilitate basic legal analysis through
hypotheticals, opinion briefing, and application of constitutional provisions Inclusion of important historical and political
events, such as lawsuits brought against Presidents, congressional impeachment powers, the Electoral College System, the
Supreme Court s resolution of voting issues, the Civil War and post Civil War constitutional amendments, the Civil Rights
movement, presidential and congressional war powers, and Supreme Court opinions about Guantanamo Bay detainees

Law and the Modern Mind
One of the hallmark features of the post–civil rights United States is the reign of colorblindness over national conversations
about race and law. But how, precisely, should we understand this notion of colorblindness in the face of enduring racial
hierarchy in American society? In Letters of the Law, Sora Y. Han argues that colorblindness is a foundational fantasy of law
that not only informs individual and collective ideas of race, but also structures the imaginative capacities of American legal
interpretation. Han develops a critique of colorblindness by deconstructing the law's central doctrines on due process,
citizenship, equality, punishment and individual liberty, in order to expose how racial slavery and the ongoing struggle for
abolition continue to haunt the law's reliance on the fantasy of colorblindness. Letters of the Law provides highly original
readings of iconic Supreme Court cases on racial inequality—spanning Japanese internment to affirmative action, policing to
prisoner rights, Jim Crow segregation to sexual freedom. Han's analysis provides readers with new perspectives on many
urgent social issues of our time, including mass incarceration, educational segregation, state intrusions on privacy, and
neoliberal investments in citizenship. But more importantly, Han compels readers to reconsider how the diverse legacies of
civil rights reform archived in American law might be rewritten as a heterogeneous practice of black freedom struggle.

American Law and the Constitutional Order
This concise primer offers an introduction to U.S. law from a comparative perspective, explaining not only the main features
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of American law and legal culture, but also how and why it differs from that of other countries. Students beginning LLM
programs in the U.S., in particular international students, will find this primer invaluable reading.
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