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This is Where We Live
National Bestseller Winner of the Brooklyn Public
Library Literary Prize for Fiction Shortlisted for the
Governor General's Award for Fiction Shortlisted for
the Reading Women Award “This amazing, sad,
shocking, but touching novel, based on a real-life
event, could be right out of The Handmaid's Tale.”
--Margaret Atwood, on Twitter "Scorching . . . Women
Talking is a wry, freewheeling novel of ideas that
touches on the nature of evil, questions of free will,
collective responsibility, cultural determinism, and,
above all, forgiveness." --New York Times Book
Review, Editor's Choice One evening, eight Mennonite
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women climb into a hay loft to conduct a secret
meeting. For the past two years, each of these
women, and more than a hundred other girls in their
colony, has been repeatedly violated in the night by
demons coming to punish them for their sins. Now
that the women have learned they were in fact
drugged and attacked by a group of men from their
own community, they are determined to protect
themselves and their daughters from future harm.
While the men of the colony are off in the city,
attempting to raise enough money to bail out the
rapists and bring them home, these women-all
illiterate, without any knowledge of the world outside
their community and unable even to speak the
language of the country they live in-have very little
time to make a choice: Should they stay in the only
world they've ever known or should they dare to
escape? Based on real events and told through the
“minutes” of the women's all-female symposium,
Toews's masterful novel uses wry, politically engaged
humor to relate this tale of women claiming their own
power to decide. Named a Best Book of the Year By
THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW (Notable Books
of the Year) * NPR.ORG* THE WASHINGTON POST *
REAL SIMPLE * THE NEW YORK TIMES (PARUL
SEHGAL'S TOP BOOKS OF THE YEAR) * SLATE * STAR
TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL) * LITHUB * AUSTIN
CHRONICLE * GOOP* ELECTRIC LITERATURE * KIRKUS
REVIEWS * JEZEBEL* BUSTLE * PUBLISHERS WEEKLY *
TIME* LIBRARY JOURNAL * THE AV CLUB * MASHABLE
* VOX *

The Corpse Exhibition
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From the bestselling author of Women Talking, a
"wrenchingly honest, darkly funny novel"
(Entertainment Weekly). Elf and Yoli are sisters. While
on the surface Elfrieda's life is enviable (she's a worldrenowned pianist, glamorous, wealthy, and happily
married) and Yolandi's a mess (she's divorced and
broke, with two teenagers growing up too quickly),
they are fiercely close-raised in a Mennonite
household and sharing the hardship of Elf's desire to
end her life. After Elf's latest attempt, Yoli must
quickly determine how to keep her family from falling
apart while facing a profound question: what do you
do for a loved one who truly wants to die? All My Puny
Sorrows is a deeply personal story that is as much
comedy as it is tragedy, a goodbye grin from the
friend who taught you how to live.

Family Life: A Novel
This book explains neoliberalism as a phenomenon of
the capitalist world-system. Many writers focus on the
cultural or ideological symptoms of neoliberalism only
when they are experienced in Europe and America.
This collection seeks to restore globalized capitalism
as the primary object of critique and to distinguish
between neoliberal ideology and processes of
neoliberalization. It explores the ways in which
cultural studies can teach us about aspects of
neoliberalism that economics and political journalism
cannot or have not: the particular affects,
subjectivities, bodily dispositions, socio-ecological
relations, genres, forms of understanding, and modes
of political resistance that register neoliberalism.
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Using a world-systems perspective for cultural
studies, the essays in this collection examine cultural
productions from across the neoliberal world-system,
bringing together works that might have in the past
been separated into postcolonial studies and AngloAmerican Studies.

A Boy of Good Breeding
Sixteen-year-old Nomi Nickel longs to hang out with
Lou Reed and Marianne Faithfull in New York City’s
East Village. Instead she’s trapped in East Village,
Manitoba, a small town whose population is
Mennonite: “the most embarrassing sub-sect of
people to belong to if you’re a teenager.” East Village
is a town with no train and no bar whose job
prospects consist of slaughtering chickens at the
Happy Family Farms abattoir or churning butter for
tourists at the pioneer village. Ministered with an iron
fist by Nomi’s uncle Hans, a.k.a. The Mouth of
Darkness, East Village is a town that’s tall on rules
and short on fun: no dancing, drinking, rock ’n’ roll,
recreational sex, swimming, make-up, jewellery,
playing pool, going to cities or staying up past nine
o’clock. As the novel begins, Nomi struggles to cope
with the back-to-back departures three years earlier
of Tash, her beautiful and mouthy sister, and Trudie,
her warm and spirited mother. She lives with her
father, Ray, a sweet yet hapless schoolteacher whose
love is unconditional but whose parenting skills
amount to benign neglect. Father and daughter deal
with their losses in very different ways. Ray, a
committed elder of the church, seeks to create an
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artificial sense of order by reorganizing the city dump
late at night. Nomi favours chaos as she tries to blunt
her pain through “drugs and imagination.” Together
they live in a limbo of unanswered questions. Nomi’s
first person narrative shifts effortlessly between the
present and the past. Throughout, in a voice both
defiant and vulnerable, she offers hilarious and
heartbreaking reflections on life, death, family, faith
and love. Winner of the Governor General’s Literary
Award and a Giller Prize finalist, A Complicated
Kindness earned both critical acclaim and a long and
steady position on our national bestseller lists.

The Flying Troutmans
Finally joining their father in America, Ajay and Birju
enjoy their new, extraordinary life until tragedy
strikes, leaving one brother incapacitated and the
other practically orphaned in this strange land in the
second novel from the author of An Obedient Father.
30,000 first printing.

World Literature, Neoliberalism, and the
Culture of Discontent
Anna Forster is only thirty-eight years old, but her
mind is slowly slipping away from her. Armed only
with her keen wit and sharp-eyed determination, she
knows that her family is doing what they believe to be
best when they take her to Rosalind House, an
assisted living facility. But Anna has a secret: she
does not plan on staying. She also knows there's just
one another resident who is her age, Luke. What she
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does not expect is the love that blossoms between
her and Luke even as she resists her new life. As her
disease steals more and more of her memory, Anna
fights to hold on to what she knows, including her
relationship with Luke. Eve Bennett, suddenly thrust
into the role of single mother to her bright and
vivacious seven-year-old daugher, finds herself
putting her culinary training to use at Rosalind house.
When she meets Anna and Luke, she is moved by the
bond the pair has forged. But when a tragic incident
leads Anna's and Luke's families to separate them,
Eve finds herself questioning what she is willing to
risk to help them. Eve has her own secrets, and her
own desperate circumstances that raise the stakes
even higher. With huge heart, humor, and a
compassionate understanding of human nature, Sally
Hepworth delivers a page-turning novel about the
power of love to grow and endure even when faced
with the most devastating of obstacles. You won’t
forget The Things We Keep.

The Lost Sister
Miram Toews's All My Puny Sorrows - Sunday Times
Top Choice Summer Read Elf and Yoli are two smart,
loving sisters. Elf is a world-renowned pianist,
glamorous, wealthy, happily married: she wants to
die. Yoli is divorced, broke, sleeping with the wrong
men: she desperately wants to keep her older sister
alive. When Elf's latest suicide attempt leaves her
hospitalised weeks before her highly anticipated
world tour, Yoli is forced to confront the impossible
question of whether it is better to let a loved one go.
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Miriam Toews's All My Puny Sorrows, at once tender
and unquiet, offers a profound reflection on the limits
of love, and the sometimes unimaginable challenges
we experience when childhood becomes a new
country of adult commitments and responsibilities.
'The novel she has written - so exquisitely that you'll
want to savour every word - reads as if it has been
wrenched from her heart.' Christina Patterson, Sunday
Times '[Miriam Toews] has produced a masterly book
of such precise dignity. It is, also against all the odds,
at times a desperately humorous novel.' Daily Mail
'Toews takes her place alongside Alice Munro,
Robertson Davies, Margaret Atwood and Mordicai
Richler as the loveliest quintet of Canadian writing.'
Los Angeles Times

The Iceberg
When Simon Armitage burst on to the poetry scene in
1989 with his spectacular debut Zoom!, readers were
introduced to an exceptional new talent who would
reshape the landscape of contemporary poetry in the
years to come. Now, twenty-five years on, Simon
Armitage's reputation as one of the nation's most
original, most respected and best-loved poets seems
secure. Paper Aeroplane: Poems 1989-2014 is the
author's own selection from across a quarter-century
of work, from his debut to the latest, uncollected
work. Drawing upon all of his award-winning poetry
collections, including Kid, Book of Matches, The
Universal Home Doctor and Seeing Stars, this
generous selection provides an essential gathering of
this most thrilling of poets, and is key reading for
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students and general readers alike.

Rabbits for Food
Recounts the story of Mel Toews, a devoted husband
and father, a popular schoolteacher, and faithful
member of the Mennonite church who could no longer
deal with the pain and darkness of manic depression.

The Confabulist
Winner of the McNally Robinson Book of the Year
Award “Tonic for the spirit: a charming, deeply
moving, unerringly human story, perfectly shaped and
beautifully told.” —The Globe and Mail Life in
Winnipeg didn’t go as planned for Knute and her
daughter. But living back in Algren with her parents
and working for the longtime mayor, Hosea Funk, has
its own challenges: Knute finds herself mixed up with
Hosea’s attempts to achieve his dream of meeting the
Prime Minister—even if that means keeping the
town’s population at an even 1,500. Bringing to life
small–town Canada and all its larger–than–life
characters, A Boy of Good Breeding is a big–hearted,
hilarious novel about finding out where you belong.

Swing Low
The anticipated sophomore novel from the celebrated
author of The Sudden Disappearance of Seetha, which
Quill & Quire called "an exciting, memorable debut."
Partially inspired by the real-life experiences of a
former resident of the Nova Scotia Home for Colored
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Children, The Lost Sister bravely explores the topics
of child abuse, neglect, and abduction against a
complex interplay of gender, race, and class
dynamics. Alisha and Diana are young sisters living at
Jane and Finch, a Toronto suburb full of immigrants
trying to build new lives in North America. Diana, the
eldest, is the light of the little family, the one Alisha
longs to emulate more than anyone else. But when
Diana doesn't come home one night and her body is
discovered in the woods, Alisha becomes haunted.
She thinks she knows who did it, but can't tell anyone
about it. Unable to handle the loss of their daughter
and unaware of Alisha's secret guilt, the family
unravels. It's only through an unusual friendship with
Paula, an older woman who volunteers at her school,
that Alisha finds reprieve. Once an orphan in the Nova
Scotia Home for Coloured Children and estranged
from her own sister, Paula helps Alisha understand
that the chance for redemption and peace only comes
with facing difficult truths.

Dual Citizens
Master of razor-edged literary humor Binnie
Kirshenbaum returns with her first novel in a decade,
a devastating, laugh-out-loud funny story of a writer's
slide into depression and institutionalization. It's New
Year's Eve, the holiday of forced fellowship,
mandatory fun, and paper hats. While dining out with
her husband and their friends, Kirshenbaum's
protagonist--an acerbic, mordantly witty, and
clinically depressed writer--fully unravels. Her
breakdown lands her in the psych ward of a
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prestigious New York hospital, where she refuses all
modes of recommended treatment. Instead, she
passes the time chronicling the lives of her fellow
"lunatics" and writing a novel about what brought her
there. Her story is a brilliant and brutally funny dive
into the disordered mind of a woman who sees the
world all too clearly. Propelled by razor-sharp comic
timing and rife with pinpoint insights, Kirshenbaum
examines what it means to be unloved and loved, to
succeed and fail, to be at once impervious and raw.
Rabbits for Food shows how art can lead us out of--or
into--the depths of disconsolate loneliness and
piercing grief. A bravura literary performance from
one of our most indispensable writers.

A Boy of Good Breeding
2017 Evergreen Award, Forest of Reading —
Nominated A sister. A baby. A man who watches from
the trees. Fara and her husband buy a house with a
disturbing history that reawakens memories of her
own family tragedy. Maddy still lives in the house,
once a hippie commune, where her daughter was
kidnapped twenty-seven years ago. Rose grew up
isolated with her mother in the backwoods north of
Montreal. Now in the city, she questions the silence
and deception that shaped her upbringing. Fara,
Maddy, and Rose meet in Montreal’s historic Pointe StCharles, a rundown neighbourhood on the cusp of
gentrification. Against a backdrop of abandonment,
loss, and revitalization, the women must confront
troubling secrets in order to rebuild their lives. Zorn
deftly interweaves the rich yet fragile lives of three
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very different people into a story of strength and
friendship.

A Complicated Kindness
Building on the tradition of Little Bee, Chris Cleave
again writes with elegance, humor, and passion about
friendship, marriage, parenthood, tragedy, and
redemption. What would you sacrifice for the people
you love? KATE AND ZOE met at nineteen when they
both made the cut for the national training program in
track cycling—a sport that demands intense focus,
blinding exertion, and unwavering commitment. They
are built to exploit the barest physical and
psychological edge over equally skilled rivals, all of
whom are fighting for the last one tenth of a second
that separates triumph from despair. Now at thirtytwo, the women are facing their last and biggest race:
the 2012 Olympics. Each wants desperately to win
gold, and each has more than a medal to lose. Kate is
the more naturally gifted, but the demands of her life
have a tendency to slow her down. Her eight-year-old
daughter Sophie dreams of the Death Star and of
battling alongside the Rebels as evil white blood cells
ravage her personal galaxy—she is fighting a
recurrence of the leukemia that nearly killed her three
years ago. Sophie doesn’t want to stand in the way of
her mum’s Olympic dreams, but each day the dark
forces of the universe seem to be massing against
her. Devoted and self-sacrificing Kate knows her
daughter is fragile, but at the height of her last
frenzied months of training, might she be blind to the
most terrible prognosis? Intense, aloof Zoe has always
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hovered on the periphery of real human
companionship, and her compulsive need to win at
any cost has more than once threatened her
friendship with Kate—and her own sanity. Will she
allow her obsession, and the advantage she has over
a harried, anguished mother, to sever the bond they
have shared for more than a decade? Echoing the
adrenaline-fueled rush of a race around the
Velodrome track, Gold is a triumph of superbly paced,
heart-in-throat storytelling. With great humanity and
glorious prose, Chris Cleave examines the values that
lie at the heart of our most intimate relationships, and
the choices we make when lives are at stake and
everything is on the line.

A Long Time Gone
Winner of the Wellcome Prize A finalist for the Samuel
Johnson Prize and the Costa Award “A memoir quite
unlike any other. It has the strength of an arrow: taut,
spiked, quavering, working to its fatal conclusionan
extraordinary story told in an extraordinary
way.”—The Sunday Times “The most heartbreaking
memoir of the year.”—Independent on Sunday Winner
of the Wellcome Book Prize, and finalist for every
major nonfiction award in the UK, including the
Samuel Johnson Prize and the Costa Award, The
Iceberg is artist and writer Marion Coutts’ astonishing
memoir; an “adventure of being and dying “and a
compelling, poetic meditation on family, love, and
language. In 2008, Tom Lubbock, the chief art critic
for The Independent was diagnosed with a brain
tumor. The Iceberg is his wife, Marion Coutts’, fierce,
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exquisite account of the two years leading up to his
death. In spare, breathtaking prose, Coutts conveys
the intolerable and, alongside their two year old son
Ev—whose language is developing as Tom’s is
disappearing—Marion and Tom lovingly weather the
storm together. In short bursts of exquisitely textured
prose, The Iceberg becomes a singular work of art
and an uplifting and universal story of endurance in
the face of loss.

Irma Voth
From the acclaimed Giller Prize Finalist and Governor
General’s Award Winner: a delightfully funny and
charming second novel about Canada’s smallest
town. Life in Winnipeg didn’t go as planned for Knute
and her daughter. But living back in Algren with her
parents and working for the longtime mayor, Hosea
Funk, has its own challenges: Knute finds herself
mixed up with Hosea’s attempts to achieve his dream
of meeting the Prime Minister — even if that means
keeping the town’s population at an even 1500.
Bringing to life small-town Canada and all its largerthan-life characters, A Boy of Good Breeding is a bighearted, hilarious novel about finding out where you
belong.

All My Puny Sorrows
'Toews's debut is a tart, affectionate look at welfare
mothersToews is especially good on the "rollicking,
happy, impoverished family" of the projects [and]
scathing about the humiliations of poverty.' New York
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Times Lucy and her eight-month-old son live in a
Winnipeg housing project filled with single mothers on
the dole. Still dealing with her own mother's sudden
death, and new to the ever-multiplying complications
of life on welfare, Lucy strikes up a friendship with her
neighbour, Lish. On the whole, they're pretty happy . .
. But Lucy wants to make sure they stay happy. And
she has a plan. Told with Toews's signature scalding
wit and deep compassion, Summer of my Amazing
Luck is a brilliantly funny book about the intricacies of
friendship, grief, and poverty. '[A] picaresque account
of two welfare moms having loopy adventures and
getting by in the city The novel's voice [is] amused,
warm, curious, alive on the page.' The New Yorker

Five Roses
'To write about suicide . to transform the subject into
something beautiful - this is the foreboding task that
Alvarez set for himself . he has succeeded.' The New
York Times

Gold
“A beautifully written and well-researched cultural
criticism as well as an honest memoir” (Los Angeles
Review of Books) from the author of the popular New
York Times essay, “To Fall in Love with Anyone, Do
This,” explores the romantic myths we create and
explains how they limit our ability to achieve and
sustain intimacy. What really makes love last? Does
love ever work the way we say it does in movies and
books and Facebook posts? Or does obsessing over
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those love stories hurt our real-life relationships?
When her parents divorced after a twenty-eight year
marriage and her own ten-year relationship ended,
those were the questions that Mandy Len Catron
wanted to answer. In a series of candid, vulnerable,
and wise essays that takes a closer look at what it
means to love someone, be loved, and how we
present our love to the world, “Catron melds science
and emotion beautifully into a thoughtful and thoughtprovoking meditation” (Bookpage). She delves back
to 1944, when her grandparents met in a coal mining
town in Appalachia, to her own dating life as a
professor in Vancouver. She uses biologists’ research
into dopamine triggers to ask whether the need to
love is an innate human drive. She uses literary
theory to show why we prefer certain kinds of love
stories. She urges us to question the unwritten scripts
we follow in relationships and looks into where those
scripts come from. And she tells the story of how she
decided to test an experiment that she’d read
about—where the goal was to create intimacy
between strangers using a list of thirty-six
questions—and ended up in the surreal situation of
having millions of people following her brand-new
relationship. “Perfect fodder for the romantic and the
cynic in all of us” (Booklist), How to Fall in Love with
Anyone flips the script on love. “Clear-eyed and full of
heart, it is mandatory reading for anyone coping
with—or curious about—the challenges of
contemporary courtship” (The Toronto Star).

Summer of My Amazing Luck
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Life is beautiful for Claudia and Jeremy. They are a
young, bohemian couple whose hard work in both the
film and music world is finally paying off. Claudia's
first film is in the can and Jeremy and his band are
going places. Now seems like the perfect time to
settle down and buy a house. But this is summer
2008, and the credit crunch is round the corner. In a
matter of weeks Claudia's film becomes a box-office
flop, Jeremy's band stalls and - worst of all - they find
themselves unable to pay the mortgage, with the
bank threatening repossession. The life they've been
dreaming of comes tumbling down around them.
Claudia takes a teaching job in attempt to placate the
bank, and suddenly everything their relationship has
been built on looks precarious. Jeremy sees her
'selling out' as a betrayal of their bohemian values,
and when his glamorous ex-girlfriend Aoki, a famous
painter, returns to LA, Claudia starts to realise that
her relationship is in danger of disintegrating unless
she does something to save it

Women Talking
The award-winning author of Founding Brothers and
The Quartet now gives us a deeply insightful
examination of the relevance of the views of George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and
John Adams to some of the most divisive issues in
America today. The story of history is a ceaseless
conversation between past and present, and in
American Dialogue Joseph J. Ellis focuses the
conversation on the often-asked question "What
would the Founding Fathers think?" He examines four
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of our most seminal historical figures through the
prism of particular topics, using the perspective of the
present to shed light on their views and, in turn, to
make clear how their now centuries-old ideas
illuminate the disturbing impasse of today's political
conflicts. He discusses Jefferson and the issue of
racism, Adams and the specter of economic
inequality, Washington and American imperialism,
Madison and the doctrine of original intent. Through
these juxtapositions--and in his hallmark dramatic and
compelling narrative voice--Ellis illuminates the
obstacles and pitfalls paralyzing contemporary
discussions of these fundamentally important issues.

Inside
From the author of The Cellist of Sarajevo, an exciting
new novel that uses the life and sudden death of
Harry Houdini to weave a tale of magic, intrigue, and
illusion. What is real and what is an illusion? Can you
trust your memory to provide an accurate record of
what has happened in your life? The Confabulist is a
clever , entertaining, and suspenseful narrative that
weaves together the rise and fall of world-famous
Harry Houdini with the surprising story of Martin
Strauss, an unknown man whose fate seems forever
tied to the magician’s in a way that will ultimately
startle and amaze. It is at once a vivid portrait of an
alluring, late-nineteenth/early-twentieth-century
world; a front-row seat to a world-class magic show;
and an unexpected love story. In the end, the book is
a kind of magic trick in itself: there is much more to
Martin than meets the eye. Historically rich and
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ingeniously told, this is a novel about magic and
memory, truth and illusion, and the ways that love,
hope, grief, and imagination can—for better or for
worse—alter what we perceive and believe.

How to Fall in Love with Anyone
A Scotiabank Giller Prize Finalist Raised in Montreal by
their disinterested single mother, half-sisters Lark and
Robin form a fierce team in spite of their differences.
When Lark flees to America to attend college, her
sister soon joins her. But even as Lark discovers a
calling working in documentary film, she struggles
with self-doubt, and Robin chafes against the
demands of studying piano at Juilliard. Their bond
strains under increasing pressure until it breaks.
Years later, Lark’s life is in tatters and Robin’s is
wilder than ever. As Lark tries to take charge of her
destiny, she discovers that despite the difficulties of
their relationship, there is only one person she can
truly rely on: her sister. A gripping, unforgettable
novel about art, ambition, sisterhood, motherhood,
and self-knowledge, Dual Citizens captures the unique
language of sisters and makes visible the
imperceptible strings that bind us to the ones we love
for good.

All My Puny Sorrows
For readers of Warlight and The Invisible Bridge, an
intimate, harrowing story about a family of German
citizens during World War II. Included in the New York
Times Book Review's Summer Reading Guide for
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Historical Fiction “There was no shelter without her
sons.” In 1945, as the war in Germany nears its
violent end, the Huber family is not yet free of its
dangers or its insidious demands. Etta, a mother from
a small, rural town, has two sons serving their home
country: her elder, Max, on the Eastern front, and her
younger, Georg, at a school for Hitler Youth. When
Max returns from the front, Etta quickly realizes that
something is not right-he is thin, almost ghostly, and
behaving very strangely. Etta strives to protect him
from the Nazi rule, even as her husband, Josef,
becomes more nationalistic and impervious to Max's
condition. Meanwhile, miles away, her younger son
Georg has taken his fate into his own hands,
deserting his young class of battle-bound soldiers to
set off on a long and perilous journey home. The
Vanishing Sky is a World War II novel as seen through
a German lens, a story of the irreparable damage of
war on the home front, and one family's participationinvoluntary, unseen, or direct-in a dangerous regime.
Drawing inspiration from her own father's time in the
Hitler Youth, L. Annette Binder has crafted a
spellbinding novel about the choices we make for
country and for family.

Paper Aeroplane
Death and Mr. Pickwick is a vast, richly imagined,
Dickensian work about the rough-and-tumble world
that produced an author who defined an age. Like
Charles Dickens did in his immortal novels, Stephen
Jarvis has spun a tale full of preposterous characters,
shaggy-dog stories, improbable reversals,
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skulduggery, betrayal, and valor-all true, and all
brilliantly brought to life in his unputdownable book.
The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick Club,
featuring the fat and lovable Mr. Pickwick and his
Cockney manservant, Sam Weller, began as a series
of whimsical sketches, the brainchild of the brilliant,
erratic, misanthropic illustrator named Robert
Seymour, a denizen of the back alleys and grimy
courtyards where early nineteenth-century London's
printers and booksellers plied their cutthroat trade.
When Seymour's publishers, after trying to match his
magical etchings with a number of writers, settled on
a young storyteller using the pen name Boz, The
Pickwick Papers went on to become a worldwide
phenomenon, outselling every other book besides the
Bible and Shakespeare's plays. And Boz, as the young
Charles Dickens signed his work, became, in the eyes
of many, the most important writer of his time. The
fate of Robert Seymour, Mr. Pickwick's creator, a very
different story-one untold before now. Few novels
deserve to be called magnificent. Death and Mr.
Pickwick is one of them.

The Dust That Falls from Dreams
SHORTLISTED 2014 – Scotiabank Giller Prize Miriam
Toews is beloved for her irresistible voice, for
mingling laughter and heartwrenching poignancy like
no other writer. In her most passionate novel yet, she
brings us the riveting story of two sisters, and a love
that illuminates life. You won’t forget Elf and Yoli, two
smart and loving sisters. Elfrieda, a world-renowned
pianist, glamorous, wealthy, happily married: she
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wants to die. Yolandi, divorced, broke, sleeping with
the wrong men as she tries to find true love: she
desperately wants to keep her older sister alive. Yoli
is a beguiling mess, wickedly funny even as she
stumbles through life struggling to keep her teenage
kids and mother happy, her exes from hating her, her
sister from killing herself and her own heart from
breaking. But Elf’s latest suicide attempt is a shock:
she is three weeks away from the opening of her
highly anticipated international tour. Her long-time
agent has been calling and neither Yoli nor Elf’s loving
husband knows what to tell him. Can she be nursed
back to “health” in time? Does it matter? As the
situation becomes ever more complicated, Yoli faces
the most terrifying decision of her life. All My Puny
Sorrows, at once tender and unquiet, offers a
profound reflection on the limits of love, and the
sometimes unimaginable challenges we experience
when childhood becomes a new country of adult
commitments and responsibilities. In her beautifully
rendered new novel, Miriam Toews gives us a startling
demonstration of how to carry on with hope and love
and the business of living even when grief loads the
heart. From the Hardcover edition.

All True Not a Lie in It
From the award-winning author of A Complicated
Kindness comes a heart-wrenching yet wryly funny
story about setting out on the road to self-discovery,
and finding the strength to survive in the face of
immeasurable loss. Nineteen-year-old Irma Voth lives
in a Mennonite community in northern Mexico,
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surrounded by desert and both physically and
culturally isolated from the surrounding towns and
cities. It’s been six years since her family up and left
Canada to escape the prying eyes of the government
and preserve their religious freedom, but Irma still
misses the minor freedoms she had in their small
town. She even misses the cold. This new life has not
been an easy one, and Irma finds herself deserted by
her husband of one year, who has left to pursue a life
of drug-running, instead of working her family’s farm.
The most devastating blow for Irma is that he didn’t
take her with him, take her away, so now she’s left to
live under her father’s domineering rule alone. Things
change for Irma when a film crew moves into the
empty house next door. They’ve come to make a
movie about the Mennonite community, and have
made a deal with Irma’s father to stay on their land.
The director enlists Irma to work for them as a
translator, as she can speak not only Spanish and
English but Plattdeutsch, or Low German, the
language of her people. At first bemused by the
ragged and absurd crewmembers, Irma comes to
embrace the passion and creative freedom of their
world – but in doing so brings on the wrath of her
father, who is determined to keep her from it at all
costs. When Irma’s thirteen-year-old sister Aggie
begins to come by and spend time with the crew,
their father is sent over the edge with rage, and Irma
is forced to make a hard decision to save not only
herself, but her younger sister, and to break the dark
chain of violence holding her family. The girls flee to
the city, not knowing where they’ll find food or
shelter, let alone build a life, but knowing for the first
time that they are free to make that choice. And even
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as they begin to understand the truth of the tragedy
that has their family in its grip, Irma and Aggie use
their love as a source of strength to help each other
move on from their past lives and work toward a
future that can truly become anything they want it to
be.

Mere Pittance
A blistering debut that does for the Iraqi perspective
on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan what Phil Klay’s
Redeployment does for the American perspective “[A]
wonderful collection.” —George Saunders, The New
York Times Book Review The first major literary work
about the Iraq War from an Iraqi perspective—by an
explosive new voice hailed as “perhaps the best
writer of Arabic fiction alive” (The Guardian)—The
Corpse Exhibition shows us the war as we have never
seen it before. Here is a world not only of soldiers and
assassins, hostages and car bombers, refugees and
terrorists, but also of madmen and prophets, angels
and djinni, sorcerers and spirits. Blending shocking
realism with flights of fantasy, The Corpse Exhibition
offers us a pageant of horrors, as haunting as the
photos of Abu Ghraib and as difficult to look away
from, but shot through with a gallows humor that
yields an unflinching comedy of the macabre.
Gripping and hallucinatory, this is a new kind of
storytelling forged in the crucible of war.

The Roanoke Girls
It’s 1855, and the Dickinson farm, in the bottom
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corner of Virginia, is already in debt when a Northern
abolitionist arrives and creates havoc among the
slaves. Determined to find his mother and daughter,
who are already free in Canada, Bry is the first slave
to flee, and his escape inspires a dozen others. Soon,
the farm, owned by one brother and managed by
another, is forfeited to the bank. One of the brothers,
who is also a circuit-riding preacher, gathers his flock
into a wagon train to find a new life in the west. But
John Dickinson has a dangerous secret that compels
him to abandon the group at the last minute, and his
wife, two daughters, and thirteen-year-old son,
Martin, now face life on the trail and an unknown
future alone. After a fateful encounter along the way,
Martin and Bry will hatch a plot to get Bry safely to
Canada, but each member of the family will be
changed, tormented, excited, and exposed by the
journey. Linda Spalding brings an astonishing
empathy to the telling of the fate of each of the
travelers and to their shifting inner
lives—compoundedof grief, fear, anger, and hope.
Rich in character and incident, A Reckoning brilliantlycreates an America that was: the undefiled beauty of
its lands and the grand mix of settlers and Native
Americans; blacks and whites; riverboat captains,
small businessmen, and people leaving one life
behind for another they can only just begin to see. It
moves with irresistible force toward an ending at once
cataclysmic, inevitable, and profound.

The Vanishing Sky
"This saga of bad luck and good company is a wry,
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scary, heartfelt ode to the traverses we have to make
in life when we're at the end of our rope and there's
no net below us." —ELLE When Hattie's moody
boyfriend dumps her in Paris, she returns home to
find that her sister Min is in the psych ward again.
Freaked out by the prospect of becoming a surrogate
mother to Min's kids, Logan and Thebes, Hattie
decides to take them in the family van to find their
father, last heard to be running an idiosyncratic art
gallery in South Dakota. What ensues is a remarkable
journey across America, as aunt and kids—through
chaos as diverse as their personalities—discover one
another to be both far crazier and far more normal
than any of them thought.

A Reckoning
Sisterland
The story of pioneer Daniel Boone’s life, told in his
voice—a tall tale like no other, startling, funny,
poignant, romantic and brawling—set during the
American Revolutionary War Here is Daniel Boone as
you’ve never seen him: debut novelist Alix Hawley
presents Boone’s life, from his childhood in a Quaker
colony, through two stints captured by Indians as he
attempted to settle Kentucky, the death of a son at
the hands of the same Indians and the rescue of a
daughter. The prose rivals Hilary Mantel’s and Peter
Carey’s, conveying that sense of being inside the
head of a storied historical figure about which much
nonsense is spoken while also feeling completely
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contemporary. Boone was a fabulous hunter and
explorer, and a “white Indian,” perhaps happiest
when he found a place as the captive, adopted son of
a chief who was trying to prevent the white
settlement of Kentucky. Hawley takes us intimately
into the life-and-death survival of people pushing
away from security and into Indian lands, despite
sense and treaties, just before and into the War of
Independence. The love story between Boone and his
wife, Rebecca, is rich and tangled, but mostly it’s
Boone who fascinates, pushing into places where he
imagines he can create a new “clean” world, only to
find death and trouble and complication. He is a
fabulous character, unrivaled in North American
literature, and a prime candidate for the tall tale. The
storytelling is taut and expert, the descriptions rich
and powerful, the prose full of feeling, but Boone is
what drives this outstanding debut.

Heartbreaker
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “With more twists than a
bag of pretzels, this compelling family saga may
make you question what you think you know about
your own relatives.”—Cosmopolitan “Roanoke girls
never last long around here. In the end, we either run
or we die.” After her mother's suicide, fifteen year-old
Lane Roanoke came to live with her grandparents and
fireball cousin, Allegra, on their vast estate in rural
Kansas. Lane knew little of her mother's mysterious
family, but she quickly embraced life as one of the
rich and beautiful Roanoke girls. But when she
discovered the dark truth at the heart of the family,
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she ran…fast and far away. Eleven years later, Lane is
adrift in Los Angeles when her grandfather calls to tell
her Allegra has gone missing. Did she run too? Or
something worse? Unable to resist his pleas, Lane
returns to help search, and to ease her guilt at having
left Allegra behind. Her homecoming may mean a
second chance with the boyfriend whose heart she
broke that long ago summer. But it also means facing
the devastating secret that made her flee, one she
may not be strong enough to run from again. As it
weaves between Lane’s first Roanoke summer and
her return, The Roanoke Girls shocks and tantalizes,
twisting its way through revelation after mesmerizing
revelation, exploring the secrets families keep and
the fierce and terrible love that both binds them
together and rips them apart.

The Savage God
From the acclaimed author of Corelli’s Mandolin, here
is a sumptuous, sweeping, powerfully moving new
novel about a British family whose lives and loves are
indelibly shaped by the horrors of World War I and the
hopes for its aftermath. In the brief golden years of
the Edwardian era the McCosh sisters—Christabel,
Ottilie, Rosie and Sophie—grow up in an idyllic
household in the countryside south of London. On one
side, their neighbors are the proper Pendennis family,
recently arrived from Baltimore, whose close-in-age
boys—Sidney, Albert and Ashbridge—shake their
father’s hand at breakfast and address him as “sir.”
On the other side is the Pitt family: a “resolutely
French” mother, a former navy captain father, and
Page 27/35

Read Online All My Puny Sorrows
two brothers, Archie and Daniel, who are clearly
“going to grow up into a pair of daredevils and
adventurers.” In childhood this band is inseparable,
but the days of careless camaraderie are brought to
an abrupt halt by the outbreak of The Great War, in
which everyone will play a part. All three Pendennis
brothers fight in the hellish trenches at the front;
Daniel Pitt becomes an ace fighter pilot with his
daredevil tendencies intact; Rosie and Ottilie McCosh
volunteer in the hospitals, where women serve with
as much passion and nearly as much hardship as the
men at the front; Christabel McCosh becomes one of
the squad of photographers sending “snaps” of their
loved ones at home to the soldiers; and Sophie
McCosh drives for the RAF in France. In the aftermath
of the war, as “the universal joy and relief were
beginning to be tempered by . . . an atmosphere of
uncertainty,” everyone must contend with the
modern world that is slowly emerging from the ashes
of the old. A wholly immersive novel about a
particular time and place, The Dust That Falls from
Dreams also illuminates the timeless ways in which
men and women carry profound loss alongside
indelible hope.

American Dialogue
""We Walker women were born screaming into this
world, the beginning of a lifelong quest to find what
would quiet us. But whatever drove us away was
never stronger than the pull of what brought us back "
When Vivien Walker left her home in the Mississippi
Delta, she swore never to go back, as generations of
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the women in her family had. But in the spring, nine
years to the day since she'd left, that's exactly what
happens--Vivien returns, fleeing from a broken
marriage and her lost dreams for children. What she
hopes to find is solace with "Bootsie," her dear
grandmother who raised her, a Walker woman with a
knack for making everything all right. But instead she
finds that her grandmother has died and that her
estranged mother is drifting further away from her
memories. Now Vivien is forced into the unexpected
role of caretaker, challenging her personal quest to
find the girl she herself once was. But for Vivien
things change in ways she cannot imagine when a
violent storm reveals the remains of along-dead
woman buried near the Walker home, not far from the
cypress swamp that is soon to give up its ghosts.
Vivien knows there is now only one way to rediscover
herself--by uncovering the secrets of her family and
breaking the cycle of loss that has haunted her them
for generations"--

All My Puny Sorrows
From the acclaimed author of Last Things comes a
slim, stunning portrait of a marriage--a beguiling
rumination on the mysteries of intimacy, trust, faith,
knowledge, and the condition of universal shipwreck
that unites us all. ONE OF THE 10 BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR - THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW A
Best Book of the Year: The New Yorker, The Boston
Globe, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Vogue.com, Electric
Literature, Buzzfeed In the beginning, it was easy to
imagine their future. They were young and giddy,
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sure of themselves and of their love for each other.
“Dept. of Speculation” was their code name for all the
thrilling uncertainties that lay ahead. Then they got
married, had a child and navigated the familiar
calamities of family life—a colicky baby, a faltering
relationship, stalled ambitions. When their marriage
reaches a sudden breaking point, the wife tries to
retrace the steps that have led them to this place,
invoking everything from Kafka to the Stoics to
doomed Russian cosmonauts as she analyzes what is
lost and what remains. In language that shimmers
with rage and longing and wit, Offill has created a
brilliantly suspenseful love story—a novel to read in
one sitting, even as its piercing meditations linger
long after the last page.

The Clay Girl
A stunning and lyrical debut novel Vincent Appleton
smiles at his daughters, raises a gun, and blows off
his head. For the Appleton sisters, life had unravelled
many times before. This time it explodes. Eight-yearold Hariet, known to all as Ari, is dispatched to Cape
Breton and her Aunt Mary, who is purported to eat
little girls. But Mary and her partner, Nia, offer an
unexpected refuge to Ari and her steadfast
companion, Jasper, an imaginary seahorse. Yet the
respite does not last, and Ari is torn from her aunts
and forced back to her twisted mother and fractured
sisters. Her new stepfather, Len, and his family offer
hope, but as Ari grows to adore them, sheÍs severed
violently from them too, when her mother moves in
with the brutal Dick Irwin. Through the sexual
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revolution and drug culture of the 1960s, Ari struggles
with her fatherÍs legacy and her motherÍs addictions,
testing limits with substances that numb and men
who show her kindness. Ari spins through a chaotic
decade of loss and love, the devilish and divine, with
wit, tenacity, and the astonishing balance unique to
seahorses. The Clay Girl is a beautiful tour de force
about a child sculpted by kindness, cruelty, and the
extraordinary power of imagination, and her families „
the one sheÍs born in to and the one she creates.

Dept. of Speculation
The love between a daughter and her mother—and
the dark secrets they keep from each other—are at
the heart of this wildly imaginative novel that
combines elements of The Handmaid’s Tale, Stranger
Things, and Twin Peaks. An isolated town. The
remains of a mysterious cult. And a woman who
disappears. It’s 1985. Pony Darlene Fontaine has lived
all her fifteen years in “the territory,” a settlement
founded decades ago by a charismatic cult leader. In
this strange town run on a sinister economic resource,
the women crimp their hair and wear shoulder pads,
and the teenagers listen to Nazareth and Whitesnake
on their Walkmans. Pony’s family lives in the
bungalow at the farthest edge of town, where the
territory borders the rest of the wider world—a place
none of the townspeople have ever been. Except for
Billie Jean Fontaine, Pony’s mother. When Billie Jean
arrived in the territory seventeen years prior—falling
from the open door of a stolen car—the residents took
her in and made her one of their own. She was the
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first outsider they had ever laid eyes on. Pony adores
and idolizes her mother, but like everyone else in the
territory she is mystified by her. Billie Jean refuses to
describe the world she came from. One night, Billie
Jean grabs her truck keys, bolts barefoot into the cold
October darkness—and vanishes. Beautiful, beloved,
and secretive, Billie Jean was the first person to be
welcomed into the territory. Now, with a frantic
search under way for her missing mother, Pony fears:
Will she be the first person to leave it too? Told from
the three unforgettable perspectives of a daughter, a
killer dog, and a teenage boy named Supernatural,
this novel is startling in its humor and wrenching in its
wisdom about the powers, limits, and dangers of love.
Heartbreaker is an electrifying page-turner about a
woman reinventing herself in order to survive—and a
daughter who must race against the clock to untangle
the mysteries left in her mother’s wake. Advance
praise for Heartbreaker “A dark star of a book,
glittering with mordant humor and astonishing,
seductive strangeness and grace. I am a giant fan of
Claudia Dey’s wild brain.”—Lauren Groff, author of
Fates and Furies “Heartbreaker gave me chills all the
way through. . . . I floated in the perfection of its
ending. I loved this novel’s shining sensitivity. I loved
its every page.”—Sheila Heti, author of Motherhood
and How Should a Person Be?

The Things We Keep
“A skillful storyteller . . . attractively quick-witted and
wry.” —J. M. Coetzee “Ohlin has a great eye, a great
ear, and all the other equipment auguring a very
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successful future.”—Jay McInerney “Expect to hear
her spoken of in the same reverent breath as Lorrie
Moore and Joy Williams.” —Heidi Julavits From the
highly acclaimed author of The Missing Person and
Babylon and Other Stories, a resonant novel of
entwined lives and a woman with an unsettling ability
to broach the innermost dynamics of the people
around her. When Grace, an exceedingly competent
and devoted therapist in Montreal, stumbles across a
man who has just failed to hang himself, her instinct
to help kicks in immediately. Before long, however,
she realizes that her feelings for this charismatic,
extremely guarded stranger are far from
straightforward. In the meantime, her troubled
teenage patient, Annie, runs away from home and
soon will reinvent herself in New York as an aspiring
and ruthless actress, as unencumbered as humanly
possible by any personal attachments. And Mitch,
Grace’s ex-husband, who is a therapist as well, leaves
the woman he’s desperately in love with to attend to
a struggling native community in the bleak Arctic. We
follow these four compelling, complex characters from
Montreal and New York to Hollywood and Rwanda,
each of them with a consciousness that is utterly
distinct and urgently convincing. With razor-sharp
emotional intelligence, Inside poignantly explores the
many dangers as well as the imperative of making
ourselves available to—and responsible for—those
dearest to us. This ebook edition includes a Reading
Group Guide.

Death and Mr. Pickwick
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When the strongest earthquake in U.S. history occurs
just north of their St. Louis home, Kate and Jeremy
find the disaster further complicated by Kate's twin
sister's prediction about a more powerful earthquake.
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