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Essays on Beauvoirs influences, contemporary
engagements, and legacy in the philosophical
tradition. Despite a deep familiarity with the
philosophical tradition and despite the
groundbreaking influence of her own work, Simone de
Beauvoir never embraced the idea of herself as a
philosopher. Her legacy is similarly complicated. She
is acclaimed as a revolutionary thinker on issues of
gender, age, and oppression, but although much has
been written weighing the influence she and Jean-Paul
Sartre had on one another, the extent and
sophistication of her engagement with the Western
tradition broadly goes mostly unnoticed. This volume
turns the spotlight on exactly that, examining
Beauvoirs dialogue with her influences and
contemporaries, as well as her impact on later
thinkersconcluding with an autobiographical essay by
bell hooks discussing the influence of Beauvoirs
philosophy and life on her own work and career.
These innovative essays both broaden our
understanding of Beauvoir and suggest new ways of
understanding canonical figures through the lens of
her work.

Camus and Sartre
The first authoritative and accessible single-volume
history of philosophy to cover both Western and
Eastern traditions, from one of the world's most
eminent thinkers The story of philosophy is an epic
tale, spanning civilizations and continents. It explores
some of the most creative minds in history. But not
since the long-popular classic Bertrand Russell's A
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History of Western Philosophy, published in 1945, has
there been a comprehensive and entertaining singlevolume history of this great, intellectual, worldshaping journey. With characteristic clarity and
elegance, A. C. Grayling takes the reader from the
worldviews and moralities before the age of the
Buddha, Confucius, and Socrates through
Christianity's capture of the European mind, from the
Renaissance and Enlightenment on to Mill, Nietzsche,
Sartre and, finally, philosophy today. Bringing
together these many threads that all too often run
parallel, he surveys in tandem the great philosophical
traditions of India, China and the Persian-Arabic world.
Perfect for students and revelatory to enthusiasts of
philosophy, Grayling's narrative dramatizes the
interchange between and within eras and epochs,
asking what we have learned, but also what progress
is still to be made. Destined to be his magnum opus,
and astonishing in its range and accessibility, this is a
landmark work.

Simone de Beauvoir
"One of the most acute and thoughtful achievements
of French fiction at mid-century." -- New York Times

Philosophers on Race
The historical exclusion of women's voices has
diminished academic disciplines, including
philosophy. In this groundbreaking new account of
Western philosophy throughout the past 2,600 years,
Karen J. Warren has paired sixteen women
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philosophers along-side their historical male
contemporaries in conversations on philosophy. An
overview essay, together with chapter introductions,
primary readings, and expert commentaries, offer a
rich description and evaluation of each philosopher's
vital contributions to Western philosophy. Book
jacket.

Eight Women Philosophers
The New York Times bestselling author of The
Geography of Bliss embarks on a rollicking intellectual
journey, following in the footsteps of history’s
greatest thinkers and showing us how each—from
Epicurus to Gandhi, Thoreau to Beauvoir—offers
practical and spiritual lessons for today’s unsettled
times. We turn to philosophy for the same reasons we
travel: to see the world from a different perspective,
to unearth hidden beauty, and to find new ways of
being. We want to learn how to embrace wonder.
Face regrets. Sustain hope. Eric Weiner combines his
twin passions for philosophy and global travel in a pilgrimage that uncovers surprising life lessons from
great thinkers around the world, from Rousseau to
Nietzsche, Confucius to Simone Weil. Traveling by
train (the most thoughtful mode of transport), he
journeys thousands of miles, making stops in Athens,
Delhi, Wyoming, Coney Island, Frankfurt, and points in
between to reconnect with philosophy’s original
purpose: teaching us how to lead wiser, more
meaningful lives. From Socrates and ancient Athens
to Simone de Beauvoir and twentieth-century Paris,
Weiner’s chosen philosophers and places provide
Page 4/27

File Type PDF Beauvoir And Western Thought
From Plato To Butler
important signposts as we navigate today’s chaotic
times. In The Socrates Express, Weiner invites us to
voyage alongside him on his life-changing pursuit of
wisdom and discovery as he attempts to find answers
to our most vital questions.

Head Cases
Simone de Beauvoir and the Colonial Experience
presents a gendered and female perspective of
French colonialism between 1946 and 1962.
Beauvoir’s colonial reflections can help us to better
gauge how women—White, Asian, Arab, Caribbean,
Latina, mixed race, and Black—decipher the crimes
and injustices of French colonialism.

Yielding Gender
Political Writings offers an abundance of newly
translated essays by Simone de Beauvoir that
demonstrate a heretofore unknown side of her
political philosophy. The volume traces nearly three
decades of Beauvoir's leftist political engagement,
from exposés of conditions in fascist Spain and
Portugal in 1945 and hard-hitting attacks on rightwing French intellectuals in the 1950s, to the 1962
defense of an Algerian freedom fighter Djamila
Boupacha and a 1975 article arguing for what is now
called the "two-state solution" in Israel. In addition,
this collection includes provocative essays in which
Beauvoir analyzes American politics in ways of
particular interest to scholars today.
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The Oxford Handbook of the History of
Phenomenology
Simone de Beauvoir's groundbreaking work has
transformed the way we think about gender and
identity. Without her 1949 text The Second Sex,
gender theory as we know it today would be
unthinkable. A leading figure in French existentialism,
Beauvoir's concepts of 'becoming woman' and of
woman as 'Other' are among the most influential
ideas in feminist enquiry and debate. This book
guides the reader through the main areas of Simone
de Beauvoir's thought, including: *existentialism and
ethics *gender studies and feminism *literature and
autobiography *sexuality, the body and ageing
Drawing upon Beauvoir's literary and theoretical
texts, this is the ideal introduction to her thought for
students on a range of courses including literature,
cultural studies, gender, philosophy and modern
languages.

Simone de Beauvoir’s Philosophy of Age
Addresses questions of influence between two of the
20th century's greatest minds

Simone de Beauvoir's Philosophy of
Individuation
Over the course of the past twenty-five years,
feminist theory has had a forceful impact upon the
history of Western philosophy. The present collection
of essays has as its primary aim to evaluate past
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women’s published philosophical work, and to
introduce readers to newly recovered female figures;
the collection will also make contributions to the
history of the philosophy of gender, and to the history
of feminist social and political philosophy, insofar as
the collection will discuss women’s views on these
issues. The volume contains contributions by an
international group of leading historians of philosophy
and political thought, whose scholarship represents
some of the very best work being done in North and
Central America, Canada, Europe and Australia.

Beauvoir and Western Thought from
Plato to Butler
Since her death in 1986 and the publication of her
letters and diaries in 1990, interest in the philosophy
of Simone de Beauvoir has increased. An international
group of philosophers present 16 essays that reveal
Beauvoir as one of the century's most important and
influential thinkers.

The Columbia History of Western
Philosophy
Philosophers on Race adds a new dimension to
current research on race theory by examining the
historical roots of the concept in the works of major
Western philosophers.

The History of Philosophy
This anthology brings together 45 selections by a
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wide range of philosophers and other thinkers, and
provides a representative sampling of the approaches
to the study of human nature that have been taken
within the western tradition. The selections range in
time from the ancient Greeks to the 1990s, and in
political orientation from the conservative
individualism of Ayn Rand to the liberalism of John
Rawls. Classic writings from the sixteenth through
nineteenth centuries are here (Descartes, Machiavelli,
Hobbes, Rousseau, and so on), but so are a wide
range of twentieth-century writings, including a
number of feminist voices, the biological theory of
Edward O. Wilson, and the cultural materialist theory
of Marvin Harris. A substantial selection of Christian
views of human nature is a central part of the
anthology. The anthology is as notable for its depth as
it is for its breadth; an important editorial principle
has been to include a variety of substantial selections,
thus allowing the reader to engage more readily with
some of the complexities of each approach.

How To Read Beauvoir
A pivotal figure in critical theory and the
modern/postmodern debates, G. W. F. Hegel is the
subject of differing feminist critiques. Going beyond
and behind Simone de Beauvoir's creative
appropriation of Hegel in The Second Sex, the essays
gathered together here think both with and against
the grain of Hegel's dialectical theory through the lens
of gender issues found in his philosophy. Some of the
authors focus on prominent passages on woman and
the feminine in Hegel's work, while others argue that
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it is interpretations of the margins of his text that are
most telling. Hegel articulates one of the central
questions with which political feminists are
concerned: how to conceptualize identity and
difference. A point of contention among the authors is
whether or not Hegel's speculative system, with its
&"reconciliation&" of identity and difference,
&"answers&" this question. Contributors include the
French philosopher Luce Irigaray, the Italian feminist
Carla Lonzi, and the Canadian theoretician Mary
O'Brien, along with Seyla Benhabib, Patricia
Jagentowicz Mills, David Farrell Krell, Frances Olsen,
Naomi Schor, Eric O. Clarke, Carole Pateman, Heidi M.
Ravven, Alison L. Brown, and Shari Neller Starrett.
Read together, the articles stress the transgressive
nature of feminist theory as it challenges disciplinary
boundaries; they are the articulation of the many
different strategies and positions of the &"vigorous
debate&" that defines feminist theory today.

Becoming Beauvoir
“One is not born a woman, but becomes one”, Simone
de Beauvoir A symbol of liberated womanhood,
Simone de Beauvoir's unconventional relationships
inspired and scandalised her generation. A
philosopher, writer, and feminist icon, she won
prestigious literary prizes and transformed the way
we think about gender with The Second Sex. But
despite her successes, she wondered if she had sold
herself short. Her liaison with Jean-Paul Sartre has
been billed as one of the most legendary love affairs
of the twentieth century. But for Beauvoir it came at a
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cost: for decades she was dismissed as an unoriginal
thinker who 'applied' Sartre's ideas. In recent years
new material has come to light revealing the
ingenuity of Beauvoir's own philosophy and the
importance of other lovers in her life. This groundbreaking biography draws on never-before-published
diaries and letters to tell the fascinating story of how
Simone de Beauvoir became herself.

Readings on Human Nature
Written from September 1939 to January 1941,
Simone de Beauvoir’s Wartime Diary gives English
readers unabridged access to one of the scandalous
texts that threaten to overturn traditional views of
Beauvoir’s life and work. Beauvoir’s account of her
clandestine affair with Jacques Bost and sexual
relationships with various young women challenges
the conventional picture of Beauvoir as the devoted
companion of Jean-Paul Sartre, just as her account of
completing her novel She Came to Stay at a time
when Sartre’s philosophy in Being and Nothingness
was barely begun calls into question the traditional
view of Beauvoir’s novel as merely illustrating Sartre’s
philosophy. Most important, the Wartime Diary
provides an exciting account of Beauvoir’s
philosophical transformation from the prewar
solipsism of She Came to Stay to the postwar political
engagement of The Second Sex. This edition also
features previously unpublished material, including
her musings about consciousness and order,
recommended reading lists, and notes on labor
unions. In providing new insights into Beauvoir’s
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philosophical development, the Wartime Diary
promises to rewrite a crucial chapter of Western
philosophy and intellectual history.

Why Race and Gender Still Matter
The work of Simone de Beauvoir has endured and
flowered in the last two decades, thanks primarily to
the lasting influence of The Second Sex on the rise of
academic discussions of gender, sexuality, and old
age. Now, in this new Companion dedicated to her life
and writings, an international assembly of prominent
scholars, essayists, and leading interpreters reflect
upon the range of Beauvoir’s contribution to
philosophy as one of the great authors, thinkers, and
public intellectuals of the twentieth century. The
Companion examines Beauvoir’s rich intellectual life
from a variety of angles—including literary, historical,
and anthropological perspectives—and situates her in
relation to her forbears and contemporaries in the
philosophical canon. Essays in each of four thematic
sections reveal the breadth and acuity of her insight,
from the significance of The Second Sex and her work
on the metaphysics of gender to her plentiful
contributions in ethics and political philosophy. Later
chapters trace the relationship between Beauvoir’s
philosophical and literary work and open up her
scholarship to global issues, questions of race, and
the legacy of colonialism and sexism. The volume
concludes by considering her impact on contemporary
feminist thought writ large, and features pioneering
work from a new generation of Beauvoir scholars.
Ambitious and unprecedented in scope, A Companion
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to Simone de Beauvoir is an accessible and
interdisciplinary resource for students, teachers, and
researchers across the humanities and social
sciences.

Feminist History of Philosophy: The
Recovery and Evaluation of Women's
Philosophical Thought
The classic manifesto of the liberated woman, this
book explores every facet of a woman's life.

Wartime Diary
A Companion to Simone de Beauvoir
Hailed by some feminists as the single most
important theoretical work of this century, but ignored
or reviled by others, Simone de Beauvoir's The second
sex (1949) occupies an anomalous and even uneasy
place in the feminist 'canon'. Yet it has had an
undeniable impact not only on the development of
critiques of sexual politics but on twentieth-century
Western thinking about 'woman' in general.

Simone de Beauvoir and the Colonial
Experience
This new edition of Genevieve Lloyd's classic study of
the maleness of reason in philosophy contains a new
introduction and bibliographical essay assessing the
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book's place in the explosion of writing and gender
since 1984.

The Bloomsbury Companion to
Existentialism
This classsic collection of critical texts on de
Beauvoir's work, as feminist, novelist and philosopher,
provides a much-needed reassessment of her place in
twentieth-century culture as well as the context of her
work.

Feminist Interpretations of G.W.F. Hegel
Intersectionality, the attempt to bring theories on
race, gender, disability and sexuality together, has
existed for decades as a theoretical framework. The
essays in this volume explore how intersectionality
can be applied to modern philosophy, as well as
looking at other disciplines.

The Socrates Express
This Oxford Handbook offers a broad critical survey of
the development of phenomenology, one of the main
streams of philosophy since the 19th century.
Comprising 37 specially written essays by leading
figures in the field, it will be the authoritative guide to
how phenomenology started, how it developed, and
where it is heading.

The Thinking Muse
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Until now it has been impossible to read the full story
of the relationship between Albert Camus and JeanPaul Sartre. Their dramatic rupture at the height of
the Cold War, like that conflict itself, demanded those
caught in its wake to take sides rather than to
appreciate its tragic complexity. Now, using newly
available sources, Ronald Aronson offers the first booklength account of the twentieth century's most
famous friendship and its end. Albert Camus and JeanPaul Sartre first met in 1943, during the German
occupation of France. The two became fast friends.
Intellectual as well as political allies, they grew
famous overnight after Paris was liberated. As
playwrights, novelists, philosophers, journalists, and
editors, the two seemed to be everywhere and in
command of every medium in post-war France. EastWest tensions would put a strain on their friendship,
however, as they evolved in opposing directions and
began to disagree over philosophy, the
responsibilities of intellectuals, and what sorts of
political changes were necessary or possible. As
Camus, then Sartre adopted the mantle of public
spokesperson for his side, a historic showdown
seemed inevitable. Sartre embraced violence as a
path to change and Camus sharply opposed it,
leading to a bitter and very public falling out in 1952.
They never spoke again, although they continued to
disagree, in code, until Camus's death in 1960. In a
remarkably nuanced and balanced account, Aronson
chronicles this riveting story while demonstrating how
Camus and Sartre developed first in connection with
and then against each other, each keeping the other
in his sights long after their break. Combining
biography and intellectual history, philosophical and
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political passion, Camus and Sartre will fascinate
anyone interested in these great writers or the worldhistorical issues that tore them apart.

The Legacy of Simone de Beauvoir
Most scholars have focused on The Second Sex and
Simone de Beauvoir’s fiction, concentrating on gender
issues but ignoring her broader emancipatory vision.
Though Beauvoir’s political thinking is not as closely
studied as her feminist works, it underpinned her
activism and helped her navigate the dilemmas raised
by revolutionary thought in the postwar period. In
Emancipatory Thinking Elaine Stavro brings together
Beauvoir’s philosophy and her political interventions
to produce complex ideas on emancipation. Drawing
from a range of work, including novels, essays,
autobiographical writings, and philosophic texts,
Stavro explains that for Beauvoir freedom is a
movement that requires both personal and collective
transformation. Freedom is not guaranteed by world
historical systems, material structures, wilful action,
or discursive practices, but requires engaged subjects
who are able to take creative risks as well as
synchronize with existing forces to work towards
collective change. Beauvoir, Stavro asserts, resisted
the trend of anti-humanism that has dominated
French thinking since the 1960s and also managed to
avoid the pitfalls of voluntarism and individualism. In
fact, Stavro argues, Beauvoir appreciated the impact
of material, socio-economic, institutional forces,
without forgoing the capacity to initiate. Applying
Beauvoir’s existential insights and understanding of
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embodied and situated subjectivity to recent debates
within gender, literary, sociological, cultural, and
political studies, Emancipatory Thinking provides a
lens to explore the current political and theoretical
landscape.

Le Deuxième Sexe
An exciting board book series that asks deep
questions in a wonderfully accessible way. Even little
children have big questions about life. Simone de
Beauvoir focused much of her work on the concept of
equality, insisting that girls and boys and women and
men should have the same opportunities to be happy.
Everyone should have the right to be themselves and
be treated with respect no matter what. Kids will
come away from this book encouraged to think about
how the same things can make girls and boys happy
or sad or excited, and everyone should listen to who
they are on the inside and respect that in others. Look
for all four Big Ideas for Little Philosophers board
books: Equality with Simone de Beauvoir, Truth with
Socrates, Happiness with Aristotle, and Imagination
with Rene Descartes.

Simone de Beauvoir, Philosophy, &
Feminism
Spanning over nine hundred years, Eight Women
Philosophers is the first singly-authored work to trace
the themes of standard philosophical theorizing and
feminist thought across women philosophers in the
Western tradition. Jane Duran has crafted a
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comprehensive overview of eight women
philosophers--Hildegard of Bingen, Anne Conway,
Mary Astell, Mary Wollstonecraft, Harriet Taylor Mill,
Edith Stein, Simone Weil, and Simone de
Beauvoir--that underscores the profound and
continuing significance of these thinkers for
contemporary scholars. Duran devotes one chapter to
each philosopher and provides a sustained critical
analysis of her work, utilizing aspects of Continental
theory, poststructuralist theory, and literary theory.
She situates each philosopher within her respective
era and in relation to her intellectual contemporaries,
and specifically addresses the contributions each has
made to major areas such as
metaphysics/epistemology, theory of value, and
feminist theory. She affirms the viability and
importance of recovering these women's overlooked
work and provides a powerful answer to the question
of why the rubric "women philosophers" remains so
valuable.

She Came to Stay
Age and aging are pressing social-political issues. Yet,
philosophers still have not paid sufficient attention to
one of the major explorations of this topic, Simone de
Beauvoir’s seminal work The Coming of Age (1970).
For much too long, it has been overshadowed by her
other groundbreaking work, The Second Sex (1949).
Now, for the first time, this volume focuses on
Beauvoir's essay on old age and critically explores its
significance from a phenomenological and feminist
perspective. International Beauvoir scholars and
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renowned feminist phenomenologists from Europe
and North America offer a unique look at one of the
20th century’s most outstanding existentialphilosophical studies on age and aging. Thematically,
the articles and short comments collected in this
volume cover three main issues which are crucial with
respect to an investigation of Beauvoir's study on
age: gender, ethics, and time. The volume essentially
contributes to Beauvoir studies, aging studies,
cultural and gender studies, feminist theory,
phenomenology, and existential philosophy.

Convergences
Traditional accounts of the feminist history of
philosophy have viewed reason as associated with
masculinity and subsequent debates have been
framed by this assumption. Yet recent debates in
deconstruction have shown that gender has never
been a stable matter. In the history of philosophy
'female' and 'woman' are full of ambiguity. What does
deconstruction have to offer feminist criticism of the
history of philosophy? Yielding Gender explores this
question by examining three crucial areas; the issue
of gender as 'troubled'; deconstruction; and feminist
criticism of the history of philosophy. The first part of
the book discusses the work of Judith Butler, Jacques
Derrida, and contemporary French feminist
philosophy including key figures such as Luce Irigiray.
Particular attention is given to the possibilities offered
by deconstruction for understanding the history of
philosophy. The second part considers and then
challenges feminist interpretations of some key
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figures in the history of philosophy. Penelope
Deutscher sketches how Rousseau, St. Augustine and
Simone de Beauvoir have described gender and
argues that their readings of gender are in fact
empowered by gender's own contradiction and
instability rather than limited by it.

Big Ideas for Little Philosophers: Equality
with Simone de Beauvoir
some very serious critiques of French existential
phenomenology and post-structuralism the
contributors offer some refreshingly new insights into
some tried and 'true' philosophical texts and more
recent works of literary theory. -- Philosophy and
LiteratureBy bridging the gap between 'analytic' and
'continental' philosophy, the authors of The Thinking
Muse: Feminism and the Modern French Philosophy
largely overcome the cultural polarity between 'male
thinker' and 'female muse'. -- EthicsThese engaging
essays by American Feminists bring toether feminist
philosophy, existential phenomenology, and recent
currents in French poststructuralist thought. The
editors provide an excellent introductory overview,
making this an ideal book for courses in feminist
theory and philosophy and modern French thought. -Philosopher's IndexThe concerns raised in this volume
are substantial. a solid addition to the canon of
American feminist philosophy. -- Philosophy and
Literature a forum for feminist appropriations of
existential and post-structuralist philosophy. -Canadian Philosophical ReviewsMarking a radical shift
in the traditional philosophical separation between
Page 19/27

File Type PDF Beauvoir And Western Thought
From Plato To Butler
muse (female) and thinker (male), The Thinking Muse
revises the scope and methods of philosophical
reflection. These engaging essays by American
feminists bring together feminist philosophy,
existential phenomenology, and recent currents in
French poststructuralist thought.

Beauvoir and Sartre
The first extensive analysis of the translation,
publication and critical reception of Alexander von
Humboldt's writings in nineteenth-century Britain

Simone de Beauvoir's The Second Sex
This book provides the first comprehensive
introduction to Simone de Beauvoir's philosophical
thought. Beauvoir has long been recognized as the
twentieth century's leading feminist writer, but the
full extent of her significance as a philosopher is just
coming into focus. This study examines the history of
Beauvoir's development into one of the most original
and influential thinkers of her era. The Fullbrooks
begin with an account of Beauvoir's formation as a
philosopher. They then explore her early writing on
philosophical method and the ways this shaped her
fiction. The book traces the development of
Beauvoir's central theories of embodied
consciousness and intersubjectivity, and examines
her concepts of the "individual" and the "social other".
An analysis of Beauvoir's ethics of liberation leads to
philosophical readings of her great works of applied
ethics, The Second Sex and Old Age. Finally,
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Beauvoir's contribution to continuing debates about
consciousness, the body, the self and the other is
reassessed. The publication of this introduction to
Beauvoir's philosophy is an important contribution to
the current renaissance of Beauvoir studies. Clear,
accessible and lively, this book is essential reading
not only for students of Beauvoir but for anyone
interested in the submerged record of women's
impact on philosophy.

Political Writings
A chronological survey of the evolution of Western
philosophy provides historical analysis of the thought
of key figures and schools and explores the broad
influence of Jewish, Islamic, and Asian philosophy, the
importance of women philosophers, and other topics.
UP.

Simone de Beauvoir
Black Feminism and Continental Philosophy in
dialogue.

Simone de Beauvoir and Her Catholicism
The Bloomsbury Companion to Existentialism is the
definitive guide to this key area of modern European
philosophy. Now available in paperback, the book
covers the fundamental questions asked by
existentialism, providing valuable guidance for
students and researchers to some of the many
important and enduring contributions of existentialist
Page 21/27

File Type PDF Beauvoir And Western Thought
From Plato To Butler
thinkers. Chapters from an international team of
experts explore existentialism's relationship to
philosophical method; ontology; politics;
psychoanalysis; ethics; religion; literature; emotion;
feminism and sexuality; emotions; authenticity and
the self; its significance in Latin American culture; and
its contribution to the development of poststructuralism and cognitive science. In addition, five
short chapters summarize the status of canonical
figures Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Sartre and
de Beauvoir, delineating the historical approach to
their work, while pointing to new directions
contemporary research is now taking. Featuring a
series of indispensable research tools such as an A to
Z glossary, a timeline of key events, texts and
thinkers in existentialism, a list of resources, and an
annotated guide to further reading, this Companion is
an essential resource to help the new reader navigate
through the heart of Existentialism and modern
European philosophy.

Emancipatory Thinking
The legacy of Simone de Beauvoir has yet to be
properly assessed and explored. The 50th anniversary
of the publication of The Second Sex inspired this
volume which brings together philosophers and
literary critics, some of whom are well known for their
books on Beauvoir (Bauer, Le Doeuff, Moi), others new
to Beauvoir studies though long familiar with her work
(Grosholz, Imbert, James, Stevenson, Wilson). One
aim of this collection is to encourage greater
recognition of Beauvoir's philosophical writings
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through systematic reflection on their place in the
canon and on her methods. The Second Sex played a
central role in the profound shift in philosophy's selfunderstanding that took place in the latter half of the
twentieth century, and today offers new problems for
reflection and novel means for appropriating older
texts. Its reflective iconoclasm can be compared to
that of Descartes' Meditations; its enormous, directly
discernible impact on our social world invites
comparisonwith Locke's Two Treatises of
Government. The collection also examines the
relationship between Beauvoir's literary writing and
her philosophical thought. Deeply concerned with the
critical and creative powers of reason as well as with
the betterment of our suffering world, Simone de
Beauvoir wrote in a variety of genres in addition to
the philosophical essay: the novel, political
journalism, and the memoir. The multiplicity of her
voices was closely related to her philosophical project.
Since Beauvoir's method (like that of W. E. B. du Bois)
proceeded from her own immediate experience, her
reflections had to find expression sometimes as
narrative, sometimes as autobiography, sometimes as
argument. The Legacy of Simone de Beauvoir
demonstrates the many ways in which Beauvoir's
writings, in particular The Second Sex, can serve as
resources for thought, for the life of the mind which is
as concerned with the past and future as it is with the
present.

An Unconventional History of Western
Philosophy
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'One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman'
Simone de Beauvoir To what extent does our social
existence determine who we are? What is the
meaning of sexuality for human existence? What is
the meaning of 'old age'? What is a woman? And
what, for that matter, is a man? Stella Sandford
explores the philosophical basis of Beauvoir's
reflections on these and other questions, from her
early moral period, through her post-war philosophical
crisis, to the astounding polymathic studies of her
mature thought. She demonstrates the persistence of
the fundamental existential and ethical questions that
drove Beauvoir's work and her constant revision of
her own positions. With a central emphasis on
Beauvoir's major work, The Second Sex, extracts are
also taken from her first philosophical and political
essays, as well as The Mandarins, Old Age and her
essay on the Marquis de Sade.

The Philosophy of Simone de Beauvoir
While philosophy and psychoanalysis privilege
language and conceptual distinctions and mistrust the
image, the philosopher and psychoanalyst Julia
Kristeva recognizes the power of art and the
imagination to unblock important sources of meaning.
She also appreciates the process through which
creative acts counteract and transform feelings of
violence and depression. Reviewing Kristeva's corpus,
Elaine P. Miller considers the intellectual's "aesthetic
idea" and "thought specular" in their capacity to
reshape depressive thought on both the individual
and cultural level. She revisits Kristeva's reading of
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Walter Benjamin with reference to melancholic art
and the imagination's allegorical structure; her
analysis of Byzantine iconoclasm in relation to Freud's
psychoanalytic theory of negation and Hegel's
dialectical negativity; her understanding of Proust as
an exemplary practitioner of sublimation; her
rereading of Kant and Arendt in terms of art as an
intentional lingering with foreignness; and her
argument that forgiveness is both a philosophical and
psychoanalytic method of transcending a "stuck"
existence. Focusing on specific artworks that illustrate
Kristeva's ideas, from ancient Greek tragedy to early
photography, contemporary installation art, and film,
Miller positions creative acts as a form of "spiritual
inoculation" against the violence of our society and its
discouragement of thought and reflection.

The Man of Reason
In the introduction to The Second Sex, Simone de
Beauvoir notes that "a man never begins by
establishing himself as an individual of a certain sex:
his being a man poses no problem." Nancy Bauer
begins her book by asking: "Then what kind of a
problem does being a woman pose?" Bauer's aim is to
show that in answering this question The Second Sex
dramatizes the extent to which being a woman poses
a philosophical problem. In exploring what it might
mean to philosophize as a woman, Beauvoir produced
a book that not only sparked the contemporary
feminist movement but also, Bauer argues, made an
important but still profoundly undervalued
contribution to the philosophical tradition.
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