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Livable Cities?
Soft City
As world population grows, and more people move to cities and suburbs, they place greater stress on the operating system
of our whole planet. But urbanization and increasing densities also present our best opportunity for improving sustainability,
by transforming urban development into desirable, lower-carbon, compact and walkable communities and business centers.
Jonathan Barnett and Larry Beasley seek to demonstrate that a sustainable built and natural environment can be achieved
through ecodesign, which integrates the practice of planning and urban design with environmental conservation, through
normal business practices and the kinds of capital programs and regulations already in use in most communities. Ecodesign
helps adapt the design of our built environment to both a changing climate and a rapidly growing world, creating more
desirable places in the process. In six comprehensively illustrated chapters, the authors explain ecodesign concepts,
including the importance of preserving and restoring natural systems while also adapting to climate change; minimizing
congestion on highways and at airports by making development more compact, and by making it easier to walk, cycle and
take trains and mass transit; crafting and managing regulations to insure better placemaking and fulfill consumer
preferences, while incentivizing preferred practices; creating an inviting and environmentally responsible public realm from
parks to streets to forgotten spaces; and finally how to implement these ecodesign concepts. Throughout the book, the
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ecodesign framework is demonstrated by innovative practices that are already underway or have been accomplished in
many cities and suburbs—from Hammarby Sjöstad in Stockholm to False Creek North in Vancouver to Battery Park City in
Manhattan, as well as many smaller-scale examples that can be adopted in any community. Ecodesign thinking is relevant
to anyone who has a part in shaping or influencing the future of cities and suburbs – designers, public officials, and
politicians.

Cities for People
National Bestseller “Students talk about Stewart D. Friedman, a management professor at the Wharton School, with a
mixture of earnest admiration, gratitude and rock star adoration.” —New York Times In this national bestseller, Stew
Friedman gives you the tools you need to achieve “four-way wins”—improved performance in all domains of life: work,
home, community, and self. Friedman, celebrated professor and founding director of the Wharton School’s Leadership
Program and its Work/Life Integration Project, explains how three simple yet potent principles—be real, be whole, and be
innovative—can help you, no matter what your age or what you do for work, become a better leader and have a richer life.
In this engaging adaptation of his hands-on Wharton course, he offers step-by-step instruction to help you create positive,
sustainable change in your world. This proven, programmatic method teaches you how to produce stronger results at work,
find clearer purpose, feel less stressed, strengthen connections with the people who matter most to you, contribute further
to important causes, and gain greater support for your vision of your future. If you’re ready to learn to lead in all parts of
your life—this is the book for you. For a full array of Total Leadership tips and tools, visit totalleadership.org. Also look for
Stew Friedman’s book, Leading the Life You Want, which builds on Total Leadership by profiling well-known leaders—from
Bruce Springsteen to Michelle Obama—who exemplify its principles and demonstrate how success in your work is
accomplished not at the expense of the rest of your life, but as the result of meaningful attachments to all its parts.

In Defense of Looting
Imagine waking up to the gentle noises of the city, and moving through your day with complete confidence that you will get
where you need to go quickly and efficiently. Soft City is about ease and comfort, where density has a human dimension,
adapting to our ever-changing needs, nurturing relationships, and accommodating the pleasures of everyday life. How do
we move from the current reality in most cites—separated uses and lengthy commutes in single-occupancy vehicles that
drain human, environmental, and community resources—to support a soft city approach? In Soft City David Sim, partner
and creative director at Gehl, shows how this is possible, presenting ideas and graphic examples from around the globe. He
draws from his vast design experience to make a case for a dense and diverse built environment at a human scale, which
he presents through a series of observations of older and newer places, and a range of simple built phenomena, some
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traditional and some totally new inventions. Sim shows that increasing density is not enough. The soft city must consider
the organization and layout of the built environment for more fluid movement and comfort, a diversity of building types,
and thoughtful design to ensure a sustainable urban environment and society. Soft City begins with the big ideas of
happiness and quality of life, and then shows how they are tied to the way we live. The heart of the book is highly visual
and shows the building blocks for neighborhoods: building types and their organization and orientation; how we can get
along as we get around a city; and living with the weather. As every citizen deals with the reality of a changing climate, Soft
City explores how the built environment can adapt and respond. Soft City offers inspiration, ideas, and guidance for anyone
interested in city building. Sim shows how to make any city more efficient, more livable, and better connected to the
environment.

Sociable Cities
Know Your Price
Transforming Urban Transport brings into focus the origins and implementation pathways of significant urban transport
innovations that have recently been adopted in major, democratically governed world cities that are seeking to advance
sustainability aims. It documents how proponents of new transportation initiatives confronted a range of administrative,
environmental, fiscal, and political obstacles by using a range of leadership skills, technical resources, and negotiation
capacities to move a good idea from the drawing board to implementation. The book's eight case studies focus on cities of
great interest across the globe--Los Angeles, Mexico City, New York, Paris, San Francisco, Seoul, Stockholm, and
Vienna--many of which are known for significant mayor leadership and efforts to rescale power from the nation to the city.
The cases highlight innovations likely to be of interest to transport policy makers from all corners, such as strengthening
public transportation services, vehicle and traffic management measures, repurposing roads and other urban spaces away
from their initial function as vehicle travel corridors, and turning sidewalks and city streets into more pedestrian-friendly
places for walking, cycling, and leisure. Aside from their transformative impacts in transportation terms, many of the policy
innovations examined here have altered planning institutions, public-private sector relations, civil society commitments,
and governance mandates in the course of implementation. In bringing these cases to the fore, Transforming Urban
Transport advances understanding of the conditions under which policy interventions can expand institutional capacities
and governance mandates, particularly linked to urban sustainability. As such, it is an essential contribution to larger
debates about what it takes to make cities more environmentally sustainable and the types of strategies and tactics that
best advance progress on these fronts in both the short- and the long-term.
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Better Places, Better Lives
Rachel Murphy explores Chinese children's experience of having migrant parents and the impact this has on family
relationships in China.

Increasing Student Learning Through Multimedia Projects
Addressed to K-12 teachers, discusses enhancing student achievement through project-based learning with multimedia and
offers principles and guidelines to insure that multimedia projects address curriculum standards.

Ecodesign for Cities and Suburbs
Abandoned lots and litter-strewn pathways, or rows of green beans and pockets of wildflowers? Graffiti-marked walls and
desolate bus stops, or shady refuges and comfortable seating? What transforms a dingy, inhospitable area into a dynamic
gathering place? How do individuals take back their neighborhood? Neighborhoods decline when the people who live there
lose their connection and no longer feel part of their community. Recapturing that sense of belonging and pride of place can
be as simple as planting a civic garden or placing some benches in a park. The Great Neighborhood Book explains how most
struggling communities can be revived, not by vast infusions of cash, not by government, but by the people who live there.
The author addresses such challenges as traffic control, crime, comfort and safety, and developing economic vitality. Using
a technique called “placemaking”—the process of transforming public space—this exciting guide offers inspiring real-life
examples that show the magic that happens when individuals take small steps and motivate others to make change. This
book will motivate not only neighborhood activists and concerned citizens but also urban planners, developers, and
policymakers. Jay Walljasper is a senior fellow of Project for Public Spaces (PPS), whose mission is to create and sustain
enriching public places that build communities. He is a former editor of The Utne Reader and currently executive editor of
Ode magazine. Inspired by European cities, The Great Neighborhood Book highlights practical solutions for the revitalization
of North American cities.

Better Spending for Better Lives
In this classic text, Jane Jacobs set out to produce an attack on current city planning and rebuilding and to introduce new
principles by which these should be governed. The result is one of the most stimulating books on cities ever written.
Throughout the post-war period, planners temperamentally unsympathetic to cities have been let loose on our urban
environment. Inspired by the ideals of the Garden City or Le Corbusier's Radiant City, they have dreamt up ambitious
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projects based on self-contained neighbourhoods, super-blocks, rigid 'scientific' plans and endless acres of grass. Yet they
seldom stop to look at what actually works on the ground. The real vitality of cities, argues Jacobs, lies in their diversity,
architectural variety, teeming street life and human scale. It is only when we appreciate such fundamental realities that we
can hope to create cities that are safe, interesting and economically viable, as well as places that people want to live in.
'Perhaps the most influential single work in the history of town planning Jacobs has a powerful sense of narrative, a lively
wit, a talent for surprise and the ability to touch the emotions as well as the mind' New York Times Book Review

Common Space
As the drive towards creating age-friendly cities grows, this important book provides a comprehensive survey of theories
and policies aimed at improving the quality of life of older people living in urban areas. In this book, part of the Ageing in a
Global Context series, leading international researchers critically assess the problems and the potential of designing agefriendly environments. The book considers the different ways in which cities are responding to population ageing, the
different strategies for developing age-friendly communities, and the extent to which older people themselves can be
involved in the co-production of age-friendly policies and practices. The book includes a manifesto for the age-friendly
movement, focused around tackling social inequality and promoting community empowerment.

The Planning Imagination
The majority of people now live in cities and for many that means apartment living. Apartments are where we spend our
time, make our homes, raise our families and invest our money. Apartment living requires that we try to get along with our
neighbours and make decisions collectively about the management of our buildings. This book examines how different
housing markets, development practices, planning regimes, legal structures and social and cultural norms affect people’s
everyday experiences of apartment living.

From My Window
This book has one central theme: how, in the United Kingdom, can we create better cities and towns in which to live and
work and play? What can we learn from other countries, especially our near neighbours in Europe? And, in turn, can we
provide lessons for other countries facing similar dilemmas? Urban Britain is not functioning as it should. Social inequalities
and regional disparities show little sign of going away. Efforts to generate growth, and spread it to the poorer areas of
cities, have failed dismally. Much new urban development and redevelopment is not up to standard. Yet there are cities in
mainland Europe, which have set new standards of high-quality sustainable urban development. This book looks at these
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best-practice examples – in Germany, the Netherlands, France and Scandinavia, – and suggests ways in which the UK and
other countries could do the same. The book is in three parts. Part 1 analyses the main issues for urban planning and
development – in economic development and job generation, sustainable development, housing policy, transport and
development mechanisms – and probes how practice in the UK has fallen short. Part Two embarks on a tour of best-practice
cities in Europe, starting in Germany with the country’s boosting of its cities’ economies, moving to the spectacularly
successful new housing developments in the Netherlands, from there to France’s integrated city transport, then to
Scandinavia’s pursuit of sustainability for its cities, and finally back to Germany, to Freiburg – the city that ‘did it all’. Part
Three sums up the lessons of Part Two and sets out the key steps needed to launch a new wave of urban development and
regeneration on a radically different basis.

The Great Neighborhood Book
The Shame of the Cities
Space is both a product and a prerequisite of social relations, it has the potential to block and encourage certain forms of
encounter. In Common Space, activist and architect Stavros Stavrides calls for us to conceive of space-as-commons – first,
to think beyond the notions of public and private space, and then to understand common space not only as space that is
governed by all and remains open to all, but that explicitly expresses, encourages and exemplifies new forms of social
relations and of life in common. Through a fascinating, global examination of social housing, self-built urban settlements,
street trade and art, occupied space, liberated space and graffiti, Stavrides carefully shows how spaces for commoning are
created. Moreover, he explores the connections between processes of spatial transformation and the formation of
politicised subjects to reveal the hidden emancipatory potential of contemporary, metropolitan life.

The Blue Zones Kitchen
Peter Hall and Colin Ward wrote Sociable Cities to celebrate the centenary of publication of Ebenezer Howard’s To-morrow:
A Peaceful Path to Real Reform in 1998 – an event they then marked by co-editing (with Dennis Hardy) the magnificent
annotated facsimile edition of Howard’s original, long lost and very scarce, in 2003. In this revised edition of Sociable Cities,
sadly now without Colin Ward, Peter Hall writes: ‘the sixteen years separating the two editions of this book seem almost like
geological time. Revisiting the 1998 edition is like going back deep into ancient history’. The glad confident morning
following Tony Blair’s election has been followed by political disillusionment, the fiscal crash, widespread austerity and a
marked anti-planning stance on the part of the Coalition government. But – closely following the argument of Good Cities,
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Better Lives: How Europe discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Routledge 2013), to which this book is designed as a
companion – Hall argues that the central message is now even stronger: we need more planning, not less. And this planning
needs to be driven by broad, high-level strategic visions – national, regional – of the kind of country we want to see. Above
all, Hall shows in the concluding chapters, Britain’s escalating housing crisis can be resolved only by a massive programme
of planned decentralization from London, at least equal in scale to the great Abercrombie plan seventy years ago. He sets
out a picture of great new city clusters at the periphery of South East England, sustainably self-sufficient in their daily
patterns of living and working, but linked to the capital by new high-speed rail services. This is a book that every planner,
and every serious student of policy-making, will want to read. Published at a time when the political parties are preparing
their policy manifestos, it is designed to make a major contribution to a major national debate.

Story-Based Inquiry: A Manual for Investigative Journalists
"Wide-ranging, significant, and readableIt will earn respect in non-academics as well as academic circles. A first-rate
job."—Lloyd Rodwin

Bodies in the Streets: The Somaesthetics of City Life
A visionary developer and master planner, James Rouse was a key figure in the story of how and why the United States was
built the way it was during the last half century. This engaging biography touches upon all aspects of Rouse’s life.

City of Girls
The deliberate devaluation of Blacks and their communities has had very real, far-reaching, and negative economic and
social effects. An enduring white supremacist myth claims brutal conditions in Black communities are mainly the result of
Black people’s collective choices and moral failings. “That’s just how they are” or “there’s really no excuse”: we’ve all heard
those not so subtle digs. But there is nothing wrong with Black people that ending racism can’t solve. We haven’t known
how much the country will gain by properly valuing homes and businesses, family structures, voters, and school districts in
Black neighborhoods. And we need to know. Noted educator, journalist, and scholar Andre Perry takes readers on a tour of
six Black-majority cities whose assets and strengths are undervalued. Perry begins in his hometown of Wilkinsburg, a small
city east of Pittsburgh that, unlike its much larger neighbor, is struggling and failing to attract new jobs and industry.
Bringing his own personal story of growing up in Black-majority Wilkinsburg, Perry also spotlights five others where he has
deep connections: Detroit, Birmingham, New Orleans, Atlanta, and Washington, D.C. He provides an intimate look at the
assets that should be of greater value to residents—and that can be if they demand it. Perry provides a new means of
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determining the value of Black communities. Rejecting policies shaped by flawed perspectives of the past and present, it
gives fresh insights on the historical effects of racism and provides a new value paradigm to limit them in the future. Know
Your Price demonstrates the worth of Black people’s intrinsic personal strengths, real property, and traditional institutions.
These assets are a means of empowerment and, as Perry argues in this provocative and very personal book, are what we
need to know and understand to build Black prosperity.

Cities and Communities Beyond COVID-19
This book is the inspirational story of one project that shows you how you can become involved in building and running your
neighbourhood. The author, co-founder of Lilac (Low Impact Living Affordable Community), along with other members of the
community and the project team, explains how a group of people got together to build one of the most pioneering
ecological, affordable cohousing neighbourhoods in the world. The book is a story of perseverance, vision and passion,
demonstrating how ordinary people can build their own affordable, ecological community. The book starts with the clear
values that motivated and guided the project’s members: sustainability, co-operativism, equality, social justice and selfmanagement. It outlines how they were driven by challenges and concerns over the need to respond to climate change and
energy scarcity, the limits of the ‘business as usual’ model of pro-growth economics, and the need to develop resources so
that communities can determine and manage their own land and resources. The author’s story is interspersed with
vignettes on topics such as decision making, landscaping, finance and design. The book summarises academic debates on
the key issues that informed the project, and gives technical data on energy and land issues as well as practical ‘how-to’
guides on a range of issues such as designing meetings, budget planning and community agreements. Low Impact Living
provides clear and easy to follow advice for community groups, practitioners, government, business and the development
sector and is heavily illustrated with drawings and photographs from the architectural team.

Trends and Issues in Housing in Asia
Imagine a bus system that is fast, frequent, and reliable--what would that change about your city? Buses can and should be
the cornerstone of urban transportation. They offer affordable mobility and can connect citizens with every aspect of their
lives. But in the US, they have long been an afterthought in budgeting and planning. Transit expert Steven Higashide uses
real-world stories of reform to show us what a successful bus system looks like. Higashide explains how to marshal the
public in support of better buses and argues that better bus systems will create better cities for all citizens. With a
compelling narrative and actionable steps, Better Buses, Better Cities describes how decision-makers, philanthropists,
activists, and public agency leaders can work together to make the bus a win in any city.
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Fever 1793
From 1940 to 1970, nearly four million black migrants left the American rural South to settle in the industrial cities of the
North and West. Competition in the Promised Land provides a comprehensive account of the long-lasting effects of the
influx of black workers on labor markets and urban space in receiving areas. Traditionally, the Great Black Migration has
been lauded as a path to general black economic progress. Leah Boustan challenges this view, arguing instead that the
migration produced winners and losers within the black community. Boustan shows that migrants themselves gained
tremendously, more than doubling their earnings by moving North. But these new arrivals competed with existing black
workers, limiting black–white wage convergence in Northern labor markets and slowing black economic growth.
Furthermore, many white households responded to the black migration by relocating to the suburbs. White flight was
motivated not only by neighborhood racial change but also by the desire on the part of white residents to avoid
participating in the local public services and fiscal obligations of increasingly diverse cities. Employing historical census data
and state-of-the-art econometric methods, Competition in the Promised Land revises our understanding of the Great Black
Migration and its role in the transformation of American society.

Triumph of the City
Thirteen original essays explore the qualities and challenges of urban life (in Europe, Asia, and the Americas) from a variety
of disciplinary perspectives that illustrate the aesthetic, cultural, and political roles of bodies in the city streets.

Why Nations Fail
An INDIE NEXT GENERATION BOOK AWARD Finalist, He Knew a Firefly has been described as lyrical, powerfully emotional
and suspenseful. Death is inevitable, but what if you could see the exact moment or place you would die. Would you make
the best of the time you had, or live in fear, every day? Those are the questions Akshara battles. Because she has an
extraordinary curse.Six-year-old Akshara watches her mother die. At thirteen, she watches her best friend die. She's
heartbroken, but their deaths don't surprise her. She has a secret ? she can glimpse into the future of those she loves. One
defining thing, but that's enough. Thus, every life she touches is thrown into turmoil, friends abandon her, and she is
overwhelmed by more guilt than she can bear. Then, one day, she sees her own unhappy fate. Does Akshara bring upon her
loved ones the misfortunes they blame her for? Will Akshara be able to save herself after she has lost everyone she loved?
Or will she lose her sanity as her mother did?A gripping, evocative, and sometimes surreal page-turner, He Knew a Firefly
follows Akshara as she tries to light unknown pathways for her loved ones, before being ultimately consumed by the flames
herself.
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Better Cities, Better World
Taking a hard look at the unprincipled lives of political bosses, police corruption, graft payments, and other political abuses
of the time, the book set the style for future investigative reporting.

Good Cities, Better Lives
Written from the perspective of children who observe the world through their windows, this book for young readers looks at
the lives of housebound children during the coronavirus pandemic. Inspired by true events and people from around the
world, From My Window shows children that we all have the same fears, and that we can overcome them by being creative
and empathetic, and by staying positive and healthy. We will face other challenging situations in the future, and this book
shows us that there are opportunities every day to love, learn, create and connect, no matter the circumstances.

Sociable Cities
Sociable Cities is published to coincide with the centenary of the publication of Ebenezer Howard's revolutionary Garden
Cities of Tomorrow. Howard's book would prove to be the most influential work on city planning in the 20th Century. The
book provided the template for some thirty new towns in the United Kingdom - and countless others across the rest of the
world - helped to establish the Town and Country Planning Association and ultimately led to an Act of Parliament which
established how the building of our cities would be governed. At its heart, Garden Cities argues for a return to civilised and
sustainable urban communities. Sociable Cities assesses how Howard's work has faced up to the concerns of the 20th
Century. Rarely have these concerns - the development of brown and green field sites, public versus private transport, the
political will behind sustainability, public access to the countryside, and the quality of life in and the future of out cities been so pressing. Finally, in analysing future trends, Peter Hall and Colin Ward take Howard's Garden Cities into the 21st
Century. This landmark book will be of interest to all who are concerned for the future of our cities and the future of our
countryside.

The Children of China's Great Migration
The COVID-19 virus outbreak has rocked the world and it is widely accepted that there can be no return to the prepandemic society of 2019. However, many suggestions for the future of society and the planet are aimed at national
governments, international bodies and society in general. Drawing on a decade of research by an internationally renowned
expert, this book focuses on how cities and communities can lead the way in developing recovery strategies that promote
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social, economic and environmental justice. It offers new thinking tools for civic leaders and activists as well as practical
suggestions on how we can co-create a more inclusive post COVID-19 future for us all.

Better Buses, Better Cities
Best-selling author Dan Buettner debuts his first cookbook, filled with 100 longevity recipes inspired by the Blue Zones
locations around the world, where people live the longest. Building on decades of research, longevity guru Dan Buettner
has gathered 100 recipes inspired by the Blue Zones, home to the healthiest and happiest communities in the world. Each
dish--for example, Sardinian Herbed Lentil Minestrone; Costa Rican Hearts of Palm Ceviche; Cornmeal Waffles from Loma
Linda, California; and Okinawan Sweet Potatoes--uses ingredients and cooking methods proven to increase longevity,
wellness, and mental health. Complemented by mouthwatering photography, the recipes also include lifestyle tips
(including the best times to eat dinner and proper portion sizes), all gleaned from countries as far away as Japan and as
near as Blue Zones project cities in Texas. Innovative, easy to follow, and delicious, these healthy living recipes make the
Blue Zones lifestyle even more attainable, thereby improving your health, extending your life, and filling your kitchen with
happiness.

Book Review: Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism
Knighted in 1998 ‘for services to the Town and Country Planning Association’, and in 2003 named by Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II as a ‘Pioneer in the Life of the Nation’, Peter Hall is internationally renowned for the breadth and depth of his
studies and writings on urban and regional planning. For the last 50 years, he has captured and helped to create the
‘planning imagination’. Here the editors have brought together in five themes a series of critical reflections on Peter’s vast
and diverse contributions. Those reflections are provided by colleagues familiar with his work. The five parts are devoted to
Peter Hall’s breadth of academic work, covering the history of cities and planning, London, spatial planning, connectivity
and mobility, and urban globalization. Finally, as a sixth part, the editors have asked Peter Hall himself to reflect on his
career and the sources of his imagination. The story this book tells is not one of a singular, totally consistent theoretical and
philosophical view elaborated over several decades. Rather it covers a set of views that necessarily admits signs of Peter’s
inconsistency and imperfection over the years – the insights and imperfections that inevitably accompany the exercise of a
nonetheless remarkably fertile, restless and inspiring planning imagination.

Competition in the Promised Land
"Happy City is not only readable but stimulating. It raises issues most of us have avoided for too long. Do we live in
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neighbourhoods that make us happy? That is not a silly question. Montgomery encourages us to ask it without
embarrassment, and to think intelligently about the answer." --The New York Times More of us than ever are moving to
inner cities, mixed-use suburbs, and densely constructed towns. Our surroundings have certainly changed--but is city living
cheering us up, or are we as gloomy on our walks to the subway as we were on our long predawn commutes? And if that's
the case, how can we turn things around? In breezy, vivid prose, Montgomery reports from such exciting and dysfunctional
places as Bogotá, once a dangerous, car-obsessed city, now a bike-loving model of civic excellence; California's San Joaquin
Valley in the apocalyptic aftermath of the housing crisis; and a suburb of Vancouver, where a power company gathers
energy from sewage to provide its citizens with heat and hot water. Full of cutting-edge insights from behavioral economists
and leading urban thinkers, Happy City offers a completely new way to examine city life, showing us how small innovations
can radically improve our experiences. Practical, genial, and fiercely open-minded, Montgomery has written a brilliant book
about what today's cities are getting right--and how tomorrow's cities can do even better.

He Knew a Firefly
The cities of the developing world are hubs of economic growth, but they are increasingly ecologically unsustainable and
unliveable. This book explores the issues of livelihood and ecological sustainability in cities of the developing world.

Low Impact Living
A pioneering urban economist presents a myth-shattering look at the majesty and greatness of cities America is an urban
nation, yet cities get a bad rap: they're dirty, poor, unhealthy, environmentally unfriendly . . . or are they? In this revelatory
book, Edward Glaeser, a leading urban economist, declares that cities are actually the healthiest, greenest, and richest (in
both cultural and economic terms) places to live. He travels through history and around the globe to reveal the hidden
workings of cities and how they bring out the best in humankind. Using intrepid reportage, keen analysis, and cogent
argument, Glaeser makes an urgent, eloquent case for the city's importance and splendor, offering inspiring proof that the
city is humanity's greatest creation and our best hope for the future. "A masterpiece." -Steven D. Levitt, coauthor of
Freakonomics "Bursting with insights." -The New York Times Book Review

The Death and Life of Great American Cities
Shortlisted for the Financial Times and Goldman Sachs Business Book of the Year Award 2012. Why are some nations more
prosperous than others? Why Nations Fail sets out to answer this question, with a compelling and elegantly argued new
theory: that it is not down to climate, geography or culture, but because of institutions. Drawing on an extraordinary range
Page 12/17

Download Ebook Good Cities Better Lives How Europe Discovered The Lost Art Of Urbanism Planning History
And Environment Series
of contemporary and historical examples, from ancient Rome through the Tudors to modern-day China, leading academics
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson show that to invest and prosper, people need to know that if they work hard, they
can make money and actually keep it - and this means sound institutions that allow virtuous circles of innovation,
expansion and peace. Based on fifteen years of research, and answering the competing arguments of authors ranging from
Max Weber to Jeffrey Sachs and Jared Diamond, Acemoglu and Robinson step boldly into the territory of Francis Fukuyama
and Ian Morris. They blend economics, politics, history and current affairs to provide a new, powerful and persuasive way of
understanding wealth and poverty.

Happy City
A SUNDAY TIMES TOP TEN BESTSELLER'Stunning' Lisa Taddeo, author of THREE WOMEN'Warm and wise' Stephanie Merritt,
Observer'Glamorous, sexy, compelling' Dolly Alderton, Sunday Times'I fell in love with Vivian from page one' Daisy
Buchanan'An education in love, and an iridescent delight' Rowan Pelling, SpectatorNineteen-year-old Vivian Morris arrives in
New York City in the summer of 1940 with nothing but a sewing machine and a heretofore unindulged taste for adventure.
Finding employment as seamstress at the Lily Playhouse, a charmingly down-at-heel Manhattan revue, Vivian quickly
becomes the toast of the showgirls, transforming the tat only fit for the cheap seats into creations for goddesses. Adventure
and opportunity blossom on every corner of this strange wartime city of girls, and Vivian and her girlfriends mean to down
New York to its last drop. But there are hard lessons to be learned, and bitterly regrettable mistakes to be made. Vivian
learns that to live the life she wants, she must live many lives, ceaselessly and ingeniously making them new.

Transforming Urban Transport
The planet is becoming increasingly urban. In many ways, the urbanization wave and the unprecedented urban growth of
the past 20 years have created a sense of urgency and an impetus for change. Some 54 percent of the world
population—3.9 billion people—lives in urban areas today; thus, it has become clear that “business as usual†? is no longer
possible. This new configuration places great expectations on local governments. While central governments are subject to
instability and political changes, local governments are seen as more inclined to stay the course. Because they are closer to
the people, the voice of the people is more clearly heard for a truly democratic debate over the choice of neighborhood
investments and city-wide policies and programs, as well as the decision process on the use of public funds and taxpayers’
money. In a context of skewed financial resources and complex urban challenges—which range from the provision of basic
traditional municipal services to the “newer†? agenda of social inclusion, economic development, city branding, emergency
response, smart technologies, and green investment—more cities are searching for more effective and innovative ways to
deal with new and old problems. Better Cities, Better World: A Handbook on Local Governments Self-Assessments is at the
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heart of this debate. It recognizes the complex past, current, and future challenges that cities face and outlines a bottomline, no-nonsense framework for data-based policy dialogue and action; a common language that, for the first time, helps
connect the dots between public investments programming (Urban Audit/Self-Assessment) and financing (Municipal
Finances Self-Assessment). It helps address two key questions, too often bypassed when it comes to municipal
infrastructure and services financing: Are we doing the right things? Are we doing things right? Better Cities, Better World: A
Handbook on Local Governments Self-Assessments offers a bit of everything for everyone. • Central governments will be
attracted by the purposefulness and clarity of these tools, their impact on local government capacity and performance
building, and how they improve the implementation of transformative actions for policy change. • City leaders and policy
makers will find the sections on objectives and content instructive and informative, with each issue placed in its context,
and strong connections between data and municipal action. • Municipal staff in charge of day-to-day management will find
that the sections on tasks and the detailed step-by-step walk through the process give them the pragmatic knowhow that
they need. • Cities’ partners—such as bilateral and multilateral agencies, banks and funds, utility companies, civil society,
and private operators—will find the foundations for more effective collaborative partnerships.

Total Leadership
A fresh argument for rioting and looting as our most powerful tools for dismantling white supremacy. Looting -- a crowd of
people publicly, openly, and directly seizing goods -- is one of the more extreme actions that can take place in the midst of
social unrest. Even self-identified radicals distance themselves from looters, fearing that violent tactics reflect badly on the
broader movement. But Vicky Osterweil argues that stealing goods and destroying property are direct, pragmatic strategies
of wealth redistribution and improving life for the working class -- not to mention the brazen messages these methods send
to the police and the state. All our beliefs about the innate righteousness of property and ownership, Osterweil explains, are
built on the history of anti-Black, anti-Indigenous oppression. From slave revolts to labor strikes to the modern-day
movements for climate change, Black lives, and police abolition, Osterweil makes a convincing case for rioting and looting
as weapons that bludgeon the status quo while uplifting the poor and marginalized. In Defense of Looting is a history of
violent protest sparking social change, a compelling reframing of revolutionary activism, and a practical vision for a
dramatically restructured society.

Age-friendly cities and communities
For more than forty years Jan Gehl has helped to transform urban environments around the world based on his research
into the ways people actually use—or could use—the spaces where they live and work. In this revolutionary book, Gehl
presents his latest work creating (or recreating) cityscapes on a human scale. He clearly explains the methods and tools he
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uses to reconfigure unworkable cityscapes into the landscapes he believes they should be: cities for people. Taking into
account changing demographics and changing lifestyles, Gehl emphasizes four human issues that he sees as essential to
successful city planning. He explains how to develop cities that are Lively, Safe, Sustainable, and Healthy. Focusing on
these issues leads Gehl to think of even the largest city on a very small scale. For Gehl, the urban landscape must be
considered through the five human senses and experienced at the speed of walking rather than at the speed of riding in a
car or bus or train. This small-scale view, he argues, is too frequently neglected in contemporary projects. In a final chapter,
Gehl makes a plea for city planning on a human scale in the fast- growing cities of developing countries. A “Toolbox,”
presenting key principles, overviews of methods, and keyword lists, concludes the book. The book is extensively illustrated
with over 700 photos and drawings of examples from Gehl’s work around the globe.

The Politics and Practices of Apartment Living
It's late summer 1793, and the streets of Philadelphia are abuzz with mosquitoes and rumors of fever. Down near the docks,
many have taken ill, and the fatalities are mounting. Now they include Polly, the serving girl at the Cook Coffeehouse. But
fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook doesn't get a moment to mourn the passing of her childhood playmate. New customers have
overrun her family's coffee shop, located far from the mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns of fever are all but
overshadowed by dreams of growing her family's small business into a thriving enterprise. But when the fever begins to
strike closer to home, Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way to a new fight-the fight to stay alive.

Great Planning Disasters
This book offers a comprehensive overview of current housing practices across Asian cities based on facts and trends in the
market. For many countries in Asia, the future of housing is now. This future is closely linked to successful theoretical
advancement and policy practice in housing studies. This volume brings together twelve chapters divided across four
thematic parts that sum up the concept and conditionality of housing in Asian cities. It studies housing through conceptual
perspectives and empirical studies to explore established notions, cultures and practices relevant to the 21st-century postreform context in Asia. Housing and property have long been economic drivers, leading many individual households
towards better lives and associated social and community benefits, while also collectively improving the economic base of a
city or country. This book examines the nature of the interplay of both state and market in the housing outcomes of these
cities. With its extensive geographic coverage across South East Asia, South Asia, and the Far East and a cross section of
different income groups, the book will interest reseachers and scholars in urban studies, architecture, development studies,
public policy, political studies, sociology, policymakers in local and central governments, housing and planning professionals
and commercial firms engaged in property markets or real estate in Asia. It will also provide ideas, tools and good practices
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for institutional enablement, stakeholders involved in these interventions, private sector organisations and NGOs.
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