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The Pragmatic Programmer
Most contemporary philosophers would call
themselves naturalists, yet there is little consensus on
what naturalism entails. Long signifying the notion
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that science should inform philosophy, debates over
naturalism often hinge on how broadly or narrowly
the terms nature and science are defined. The
founding figures of American Pragmatism—C. S.
Peirce (1839–1914), William James (1842–1910), and
John Dewey (1859–1952)—developed a distinctive
variety of naturalism by rejecting reductive
materialism and instead emphasizing social practices.
Owing to this philosophical lineage, pragmatism has
made original and insightful contributions to the study
of religion as well as to political theory. In Pragmatism
and Naturalism, distinguished scholars examine
pragmatism’s distinctive form of nonreductive
naturalism and consider its merits for the study of
religion, democratic theory, and as a general
philosophical orientation. Nancy Frankenberry, Philip
Kitcher, Wayne Proudfoot, Jeffrey Stout, and others
evaluate the contribution pragmatism can make to a
viable naturalism, explore what distinguishes
pragmatic naturalism from other naturalisms on offer,
and address the pertinence of pragmatic naturalism
to methodological issues in the study of religion. In
parts dedicated to historical pragmatists, pragmatism
in the philosophy and the study of religion, and
pragmatism and democracy, they display the
enduring power and contemporary relevance of
pragmatic naturalism.

Pragmatism and Other Writings
In these essays, distinguished philosopher Philip
Kitcher argues for a reconstruction of philosophy
along the lines of classical Pragmatism
Page 2/30

Download File PDF Pragmatism And Other
Writings By William James
Pragmatism
Pragmatism with Purpose collects essays by the late
Peter Hare, a leading proponent of the American
philosophical tradition. The volume includes essays on
“holistic pragmatism” that Hare developed in
conversation with Morton White, as well as historical
articles on William James and C. S. Peirce and
commentaries on the profession.

The Pragmatist Turn
"Culture and Democracy "redefines the contemporary
interactions between media, culture, and the
democratic process.

The Pragmatic Turn
An unabridged, unaltered edition of both Pragmatism
and the sequel The Meaning of Truth. In Pragmatism,
William James explains the pragmatic method and its
consequences, advocating its usefulness in
understanding what we take to be true belief.
Pragmatism holds that to have a belief is to have
certain rules for action. Any and every notion has its
own set of practical consequences. The meaning of a
thought is said to be whatever course of action
necessarily follow from it. In metaphysical disputes
between false and true notions, the dispute must be
settled by considering the practical consequences of
the two notions. Any two notions that can be shown to
have identical practical consequences are shown to
be identical notions. Writes James, "Whenever a
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dispute is serious, we ought to be able to show some
practical difference that must follow from one side or
the other's being right." To have a clear and complete
conception of an object is equivalent to considering
the practical, empirical effects and properties of the
object, and the conduct it will produce. James credits
Charles Pierce for introducing this way of thinking
about belief. James writes that it was Pierce's notion
that "To attain perfect clearness in our thoughts of an
object, then, we need only consider what conceivable
effects of a practical kind the object may
involve—what sensations we are to expect from it,
and what reactions we must prepare," and that
further, "to develop a thought's meaning, we need
only determine what conduct it is fitted to produce:
that conduct is for us its sole significance. The key
essay in “The Meaning of Truth is the third,
"Humanism and Truth". "Humanism" is James's
preferred name for pragmatism. Here James lays out
his thesis on truth as being a matter of continuity of
experience and of useful relations with things. James
always resisted the notion, commonly ascribed to
many so-called pragmatists and relativists, that they
"make it all up". James suggests that experience as a
control is no mere fancy. James claimed to be
constrained in his theorizing about truth and
constrained by the world that is empirically there all
around us.

Pragmatism and the Meaning of Truth
Pragmatism
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John Lachs, one of American philosophy's most
distinguished interpreters, turns to William James,
Josiah Royce, Charles S. Peirce, John Dewey, and
George Santayana to elaborate stoic pragmatism, or a
way to live life within reasonable limits. Stoic
pragmatism makes sense of our moral obligations in a
world driven by perfectionist human ambition and
unreachable standards of achievement. Lachs
proposes a corrective to pragmatist amelioration and
stoic acquiescence by being satisfied with what is
good enough. This personal, yet modest, philosophy
offers penetrating insights into the American way of
life and our human character.

Culture and Democracy
Hilary Putnam argues that all facts are dependent on
cognitive values. Ruth Anna Putnam turns the
problem around, illuminating the factual basis of
moral principles. Together, they offer a pragmatic
vision that in Hilary’s words serves “as a manifesto for
what the two of us would like philosophy to look like
in the twenty-first century and beyond.”

Darwinism and Pragmatism
What others in the trenches say about The Pragmatic
Programmer “The cool thing about this book is that
it’s great for keeping the programming process fresh.
The book helps you to continue to grow and clearly
comes from people who have been there.” —Kent
Beck, author of Extreme Programming Explained:
Embrace Change “I found this book to be a great mix
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of solid advice and wonderful analogies!” —Martin
Fowler, author of Refactoring and UML Distilled “I
would buy a copy, read it twice, then tell all my
colleagues to run out and grab a copy. This is a book I
would never loan because I would worry about it
being lost.” —Kevin Ruland, Management Science,
MSG-Logistics “The wisdom and practical experience
of the authors is obvious. The topics presented are
relevant and useful. By far its greatest strength for
me has been the outstanding analogies—tracer
bullets, broken windows, and the fabulous helicopterbased explanation of the need for orthogonality,
especially in a crisis situation. I have little doubt that
this book will eventually become an excellent source
of useful information for journeymen programmers
and expert mentors alike.” —John Lakos, author of
Large-Scale C++ Software Design “This is the sort of
book I will buy a dozen copies of when it comes out so
I can give it to my clients.” —Eric Vought, Software
Engineer “Most modern books on software
development fail to cover the basics of what makes a
great software developer, instead spending their time
on syntax or technology where in reality the greatest
leverage possible for any software team is in having
talented developers who really know their craft well.
An excellent book.” —Pete McBreen, Independent
Consultant “Since reading this book, I have
implemented many of the practical suggestions and
tips it contains. Across the board, they have saved my
company time and money while helping me get my
job done quicker! This should be a desktop reference
for everyone who works with code for a living.”
—Jared Richardson, Senior Software Developer,
iRenaissance, Inc. “I would like to see this issued to
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every new employee at my company.” —Chris
Cleeland, Senior Software Engineer, Object
Computing, Inc. “If I’m putting together a project, it’s
the authors of this book that I want. . . . And failing
that I’d settle for people who’ve read their book.”
—Ward Cunningham Straight from the programming
trenches, The Pragmatic Programmer cuts through
the increasing specialization and technicalities of
modern software development to examine the core
process--taking a requirement and producing working,
maintainable code that delights its users. It covers
topics ranging from personal responsibility and career
development to architectural techniques for keeping
your code flexible and easy to adapt and reuse. Read
this book, and you'll learn how to Fight software rot;
Avoid the trap of duplicating knowledge; Write
flexible, dynamic, and adaptable code; Avoid
programming by coincidence; Bullet-proof your code
with contracts, assertions, and exceptions; Capture
real requirements; Test ruthlessly and effectively;
Delight your users; Build teams of pragmatic
programmers; and Make your developments more
precise with automation. Written as a series of selfcontained sections and filled with entertaining
anecdotes, thoughtful examples, and interesting
analogies, The Pragmatic Programmer illustrates the
best practices and major pitfalls of many different
aspects of software development. Whether you're a
new coder, an experienced programmer, or a
manager responsible for software projects, use these
lessons daily, and you'll quickly see improvements in
personal productivity, accuracy, and job satisfaction.
You'll learn skills and develop habits and attitudes
that form the foundation for long-term success in your
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career. You'll become a Pragmatic Programmer.

Stoic Pragmatism
Damn Great Empires! offers a new perspective on the
works of William James by placing his encounter with
American imperialism at the center of his
philosophical vision. This book reconstructs James's
overlooked political thought by treating his antiimperialist Nachlass -- his speeches, essays, notes,
and correspondence on the United States' annexation
of the Philippines -- as the key to unlocking the
political significance of his celebrated writings on
psychology, religion, and philosophy. It shows how
James located a craving for authority at the heart of
empire as a way of life, a craving he diagnosed and
unsettled through his insistence on a modern world
without ultimate foundations. Livingston explores the
persistence of political questions in James's major
works, from his writings on the self in The Principles of
Psychology to the method of Pragmatism, the study of
faith and conversion in The Varieties of Religious
Experience, and the metaphysical inquiries in A
Pluralistic Universe. Against the conventional view of
James as a thinker who remained silent on questions
of politics, this book places him in dialogue with a
transatlantic critique of modernity, as well as with
champions and critics of American imperialism, from
Theodore Roosevelt to W. E. B. Du Bois, in order to
excavate James's anarchistic political vision. Bringing
the history of political thought into conversation with
contemporary debates in political theory, Damn Great
Empires! offers a fresh and original reexamination of
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the political consequences of pragmatism as a public
philosophy.

Pragmatism and Political Crisis
Management
William James (1842-1910) was one of the most
original and influential American thinkers of the late
19th and early 20th centuries. As a professor at
Harvard University he published many works that had
a wide-ranging impact on both psychology and
philosophy. His Principles of Psychology was the most
important English-language work on the mind since
Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding. His
Varieties of Religious Experience practically
inaugurated the field of psychology of religion, and it
also remains a major inspiration for philosophy of
religion. Perhaps most importantly, James publicized
the movement of pragmatism and supplied much of
its powerful momentum. This book covers the primary
topics for which James is still closely studied: the
nature of experience; the functions of the mind; the
criteria for knowledge; the definition of "truth"; the
ethical life; and the religious life. His notable terms,
still resonating in their respective fields, are all here,
from the "stream of consciousness" and "pure
experience" to the "will to believe," the "cash-value of
truth," and the distinction between the religiously
"healthy soul" and the "sick soul." This volume’s
eighteen selections receive the bulk of the attention
and citation from scholars, provide excellent coverage
of core topics, and have a broad appeal across many
academic disciplines. This well-organized compilation
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of James’s important writings offers an exciting and
fascinating tour for both the casual reader and the
dedicated student interested in philosophy,
psychology, religious studies, American studies, or
any related field.

Pragmatism, the Classic Writings
In The Pragmatist Turn, renowned scholar of American
literature and thought Giles Gunn offers a new critical
history of the way seventeenth-century religion and
the eighteenth-century Enlightenment influenced the
formation of subsequent American writing. This
shaping was dependent on their pragmatic
refiguration less as systems of belief and thought
than as frames of reflection and structures of feeling,
what he calls spiritual imaginaries.Drawing on a large
number of figures from earlier periods and examining
how they influenced generations of writers from the
nineteenth century into the early twenty-first
—including Henry Adams, Frederick Douglass, Emily
Dickinson, Herman Melville, William James, Henry
James, Kenneth Burke, and Toni Morrison—Gunn
reveals how the idea or symbolic imaginary of
"America" itself was drastically altered in the process.
As only a seasoned scholar can, Gunn here presents
the history of American religion and literature in
broad strokes necessary to reveal the seismic
philosophical shifts that helped form the American
canon.

Consequences of Pragmatism
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DIVAn assessment, by a distinguished panel of
experts, on the impact of pragmatism on
contemporary thought./div

Pragmatism with Purpose
Many contemporary constructivists are particularly
attuned to Dewey's penetrating criticism of traditional
epistemology, which offers rich alternatives for
understanding processes of learning and education,
knowledge and truth, and experience and culture.
This book, the result of cooperation between the
Center for Dewey Studies at Southern Illinois
University Carbondale, and the Dewey Center at the
University of Cologne, provides an excellent example
of the international character of pragmatist studies
against the backdrop of constructivist concerns. As a
part of their exploration of the many points of contact
between classical pragmatism and contemporary
constructivism, its contributors turn their attention to
theories of interaction and transaction,
communication and culture, learning and education,
community and democracy, theory and practice, and
inquiry and methods. Part One is a basic survey of
Dewey's pragmatism and its implications for
contemporary constructivism. Part Two examines the
implications of the connections between Deweyan
pragmatism and contemporary constructivism. Part
Three presents a lively exchange among the
contributors, as they challenge one another and
defend their positions and perspectives. As they seek
common ground, they articulate concepts such as
power, truth, relativism, inquiry, and democracy from
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pragmatist and interactive constructivist vantage
points in ways that are designed to render the
preceding essays even more accessible. This
concluding discussion demonstrates both the
enduring relevance of classical pragmatism and the
challenge of its reconstruction from the perspective of
the Cologne program of interactive constructivism.

Pragmatism, Critique, Judgment
This is the first study of Charles Peirce's philosophy as
a form of writing and the first study of his pragmatic
writings as a critique of the modern attempt to
change society by writing philosophy. According to
Ochs, Peirce concluded that his own pragmatism
displayed the errors of modernity, attempting to
recreate rather than repair modern philosophy. His
self-critique - which he called pragmaticism refashions pragmatism as what Ochs calls a
'pragmatic method of reading': a method of, first,
uncovering the conflicting beliefs that generate
modern philosophies and, second, recommending
ways of repairing these conflicts. Redescribing
Peirce's pragmatism as 'the logic of scripture', Ochs
suggests that Christians and Jews may in fact re-read
pragmatism as a logic of Scripture: that is, as a
modern philosopher's way of diagramming the Bible's
rules for repairing broken lives and healing societal
suffering.

Genealogical Pragmatism
Collects several of William James' writings, which
Page 12/30

Download File PDF Pragmatism And Other
Writings By William James
discuss philosophy, psychology, religion, and politics.

Pragmatism and Religion
In this major new work, Richard J. Bernstein argues
that many of the most important themes in
philosophy during the past one hundred and fifty
years are variations and developments of ideas that
were prominent in the classical American pragmatists:
Charles S. Peirce, William James, John Dewey and
George H Mead. Pragmatism begins with a
thoroughgoing critique of the Cartesianism that
dominated so much of modern philosophy. The
pragmatic thinkers reject a sharp dichotomy between
subject and object, mind-body dualism, the quest for
certainty and the spectator theory of knowledge. They
seek to bring about a sea change in philosophy that
highlights the social character of human experience
and normative social practices, the self-correcting
nature of all inquiry, and the continuity of theory and
practice. And they-especially James, Dewey, and
Mead-emphasize the democratic ethical-political
consequences of a pragmatic orientation. Many of the
themes developed by the pragmatic thinkers were
also central to the work of major twentieth century
philosophers like Wittgenstein and Heidegger, but the
so-called analytic-continental split obscures this
underlying continuity. Bernstein develops an
alternative reading of contemporary philosophy that
brings out the persistence and continuity of pragmatic
themes. He critically examines the work of leading
contemporary philosophers who have been deeply
influenced by pragmatism, including Hilary Putnam,
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Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty, and Robert
Brandom, and he explains why the discussion of
pragmatism is so alive, varied and widespread. This
lucid, wide-ranging book by one of America's leading
philosophers will be compulsory reading for anyone
who wants to understand the state of philosophy
today.

Damn Great Empires!
p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 10.0px
Arial} Crisis management has become one of the core
challenges facing governments, but successful crisis
response depends on effective public leadership.
Building on insights from Pragmatist philosophy, this
deeply nuanced book provides guidance and direction
for public leaders tackling the most challenging tasks
of the 21st century.

Consequences of Pragmatism
Drawing on the work of popular American writers,
American philosophers, and Continental thinkers, this
book provides a new interpretation of pragmatism
and American philosophy.

Pragmatism
Leading philosophers and social thinkers, including
Richard Rorty, Jacques Derrida, and Jurgen Habermas,
pay tribute to the influential American philosopher
Richard J. Bernstein.
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American Pragmatism
"In his diaries, the American philosopher and
psychologist William James, for whom the personal
and the philosophical were never far apart, recounted
how in his late twenties he was confronted with
existential despair regarding the issue of free will: do
humans have the capacity to act freely and
meaningfully? James famously decided that his "first
act of free will is to believe in free will," and declared
that, "if you can change your mind, you can change
your life." This belief in the efficacy of ideas on our
practical beliefs and actions would lead to James
becoming one of the founders of the first truly
distinctively American philosophy, Pragmatism. In this
book philosopher John Kaag offers an account of the
life, thought, and relevance of James's philosophy for
today. He argues that his brand of pragmatism was
first and foremost a philosophy geared towards saving
a life; namely, James's own, but with important
resources and lessons for saving ours as well. James
believed that philosophy was meant to articulate, and
help answer, a single existential question, one which
lent itself to the title of one of his most famous
essays: "Is life worth living?" Through examination of
an array of existentially loaded topics covered in his
works-truth, God, evil, suffering, death, and the
meaning of life-James concluded that it is up to us to
make life worth living. He said that our beliefs, the
truths that guide our lives, matter-their value and
veracity turn on the way they play out practically for
ourselves and our communities. For James, philosophy
was about making life meaningful, and for some of us,
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liveable. This is the core of his "pragmatic maxim,"
that truth should be judged on the bases of its
practical consequences. Kaag shows how James put
this maxim into use in his philosophy and his life and
how we can do so in our own. In his perhaps most
famous and enduring work, The Varieties of Religious
Experience, James devoted two chapters to exploring
what he saw as two distinct types of personality, "the
sick-souled" and "the healthy-minded." James himself,
as Kaag shows, tended more toward the sick-souled
side of the spectrum. But both types fascinated James
and he thought both provided important sources for
understanding not just religious experience, but for
how we can think about our own orientation to the
world and perhaps reorient ourselves in the process"--

The Revival of Pragmatism
For over thirty years, Steven Mailloux has
championed and advanced the field of rhetorical
hermeneutics, a historically and theoretically
informed approach to textual interpretation. This
volume collects fourteen of his most recent influential
essays on the methodology, plus an interview.
Following from the proposition that rhetorical
hermeneutics uses rhetoric to practice theory by
doing history, this book examines a diverse range of
texts from literature, history, law, religion, and
cultural studies. Through four sections, Mailloux
explores the theoretical writings of Heidegger, Burke,
and Rorty, among others; Jesuit educational treatises;
and products of popular culture such as Azar Nafisi’s
Reading Lolita in Tehran and Star Trek: The Next
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Generation. In doing so, he shows how rhetorical
perspectives and pragmatist traditions work together
as two mutually supportive modes of understanding,
and he demonstrates how the combination of rhetoric
and interpretation works both in theory and in
practice. Theoretically, rhetorical hermeneutics can
be understood as a form of neopragmatism.
Practically, it focuses on the production, circulation,
and reception of written and performed
communication. A thought-provoking collection from a
preeminent literary critic and rhetorician, Rhetoric’s
Pragmatism assesses the practice and value of
rhetorical hermeneutics today and the directions in
which it might head. Scholars and students of rhetoric
and communication studies, critical theory, literature,
law, religion, and American studies will find Mailloux’s
arguments enlightening and essential.

John Dewey Between Pragmatism and
Constructivism
Christopher Hookway presents a series of essays on
the philosophy of Charles Sanders Peirce (1839-1913),
the 'founder of pragmatism' and one of the most
important and original American philosophers.
Hookway explores Peirce's writings on truth, science,
and the nature of meaning, and demonstrates how
Peirce's ideas can contribute to and inform
philosophical understanding in debates that continue
today. The essays explore the framework of Peirce's
thought, hiscontributions to the pragmatist
understanding of truth and reality, and 'the pragmatic
maxim', a rule for clarifying the contents of concepts
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and ideas. As well as studying and evaluating Peirce's
views, The Pragmatic Maxim discusses the relations
between the views of Peirce and other
pragmatistphilosophers such as William James, CI
Lewis, and Richard Rorty.

Essays in Pragmatism
Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection
challenges our very sense of belonging in the world.
Unlike prior evolutionary theories, Darwinism
construes species as mutable historical products of a
blind process that serves no inherent purpose. It also
represents a distinctly modern kind of fallible science
that relies on statistical evidence and is not verifiable
by simple laboratory experiments. What are human
purpose and knowledge if humanity has no pre-given
essence and science itself is our finite and fallible
product? According to the Received Image of
Darwinism, Darwin’s theory signals the triumph of
mechanism and reductionism in all science. On this
view, the individual virtually disappears at the
intersection of (internal) genes and (external)
environment. In contrast, William James creatively
employs Darwinian concepts to support his core
conviction that both knowledge and reality are in the
making, with individuals as active participants. In
promoting this Pragmatic Image of Darwinism,
McGranahan provides a novel reading of James as a
philosopher of self-transformation. Like his
contemporary Nietzsche, James is concerned first and
foremost with the structure and dynamics of the finite
purposive individual. This timely volume is suitable for
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advanced undergraduate, postgraduate and
postdoctoral researchers interested in the fields of
history of philosophy, history and philosophy of
science, history of psychology, American pragmatism
and Darwinism.

The Writings of William James
Hilary Putnam has been at the center of
contemporary debates about the nature of the mind
and of its access to the world, about language and its
relation to reality, and many other metaphysical and
epistemological issues. In this book he turns to
pragmatism - and confronts the teachings of James,
Peirce, Dewey, and Wittgenstein - not solely out of an
interest in theoretical questions, but above all to
respond to the questions of whether it is possible to
find an alternative to corrosive moral skepticism, on
the one hand, and to moral authoritarianism on the
other.

Pragmatism, Old and New
This distinctive collection of classical and
contemporary readings comes at a time when
pragmatism is undergoing a renaissance across a
spectrum of disciplines. Pragmatism and Religion
addresses an important but overlooked issue:
whether or not the deep passions and commitments
of American pragmatism's central figures are
independent of Western religious traditions. The first
of the book's three sections samples pragmatism's
religious roots. "Classical Sources" includes works by
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John Winthrop, Jonathan Edwards, Henry David
Thoreau, and Ralph Waldo Emerson, as well as
Charles Sanders Peirce's "Evolutionary Love," William
James's "Philosophy" (chapter 18 of The Varieties of
Religious Experience), and selections by John Dewey,
W. E. B. Du Bois, John McDermott, and Richard Rorty.
Part 2, "Contemporary Essays on the American
Tradition of Religious Thought," features Richard
Bernstein's "Pragmatism's Common Faith," Stuart
Rosenbaum's "Morality and Religion," and Robert
Westbrook's "Uncommon Faith," among others. Part
3, "Theism, Secularism, and Religion: Seeking a
Common Faith" includes Raymond D. Boisvert's "What
Is Religion?" Sandra B. Rosenthal's "Spirituality and
the Spirit of American Pragmatism," Carl Vaught's
"Dewey's Conception of the Religious Dimension of
Experience," and Steven C. Rockefeller's "Faith and
Ethics in an Interdependent World," among others.
Stuart Rosenbaum's contemporary contributors are
among the best in the fields of pragmatism and
pragmatism in religion. A unique resource,
Pragmatism and Religion will serve students of
religion, history, and philosophy, as well as those in
interdisciplinary core courses.

Pragmatism
Pragmatism as a Way of Life
Pragmatism, a New Name for Some Old
Ways of Thinking
Page 20/30

Download File PDF Pragmatism And Other
Writings By William James
In Pragmatism’s Evolution, Trevor Pearce
demonstrates that the philosophical tradition of
pragmatism owes an enormous debt to specific
biological debates in the late 1800s, especially those
concerning the role of the environment in
development and evolution. Many are familiar with
John Dewey’s 1909 assertion that evolutionary ideas
overturned two thousand years of philosophy—but
what exactly happened in the fifty years prior to
Dewey’s claim? What form did evolutionary ideas
take? When and how were they received by American
philosophers? Although the various thinkers
associated with pragmatism—from Charles Sanders
Peirce to Jane Addams and beyond—were towering
figures in American intellectual life, few realize the full
extent of their engagement with the life sciences. In
his analysis, Pearce focuses on a series of debates in
biology from 1860 to 1910—from the instincts of
honeybees to the inheritance of acquired
characteristics—in which the pragmatists were active
participants. If we want to understand the pragmatists
and their influence, Pearce argues, we need to
understand the relationship between pragmatism and
biology.

The Pragmatism Reader
Rorty seeks to tie philosophy's past to its future by
connecting what he sees as the positive (and
neglected) contributions of the American pragmatic
philosophers to contemporary European
developments. What emerges from his explorations is
a revivified version of pragmatism that offers new
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hope for the future of philosophy."Rorty's dazzling
tour through the history of modern philosophy, and
his critical account of its present state (the best
general introduction in print), is actually an argument
that what we consider perennial problems--mind and
body, consciousness and objects, the foundations of
knowledge, the fact/value distinction--are merely the
dead-ends this picture leads us into." Los Angeles
Times Book Review"It can immediately be said that
Consequences of Pragmatism must be read by both
those who believe that they agree and those who
believe that they disagree with Richard Rorty. [He] is
far and away the most provocative philosophical
writer working in North America today, and
Consequences of Pragmatism should make this claim
even stronger."The Review of
Metaphysics"Philosophy, for Rorty, is a form of
writing, a literary genre, closer to literary criticism
than anything else, a criticism which takes for one of
its major concerns the texts of the past recognized as
philosophical: it interprets interpretations. If anyone
doubts the continued vigor and continuing relevance
of American pragmatism, the doubts can be laid to
rest by reading this book." Religious Studies Review

Pragmatism and Naturalism
A reprint of the New American Library edition of 1970.

Preludes to Pragmatism
Here are the major texts of American pragmatism,
from William James, John Dewey, Oliver Wendell
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Holmes, and Charles Sanders Peirce to Cornell West,
Richard Rorty, Hilary Putnam, Richard Posner, and
Richard Poirier, now collected and reprinted
unabridged. All are remarkable for the wit and vigor
of their prose and the mind-clearing force of their
ideas. They reflect the vital role that pragmatism has
played in almost every area of American intellectual
and cultural life, inspiring judges, educators,
politicians, poets, and social prophets. Edited and
introduced by Louis Menand, Pragmatism: A Reader is
an invaluable resource--and an absorbing read--for
everyone who is interested in American culture.

Peirce, Pragmatism, and the Logic of
Scripture
The Pragmatism Reader is the essential anthology of
this important philosophical movement. Each
selection featured here is a key writing by a leading
pragmatist thinker, and represents a distinctively
pragmatist approach to a core philosophical problem.
The collection includes work by pragmatism's
founders, Charles Peirce, William James, and John
Dewey, as well as seminal writings by mid-twentiethcentury pragmatists such as Sidney Hook, C. I. Lewis,
Nelson Goodman, Rudolf Carnap, Wilfrid Sellars, and
W.V.O. Quine. This reader also includes the most
important work in contemporary pragmatism by
philosophers like Susan Haack, Cornel West, Hilary
Putnam, Richard Rorty, Cheryl Misak, and Robert
Brandom. Each selection is a stand-alone piece--not
an excerpt or book chapter--and each is presented
fully unabridged. The Pragmatism Reader challenges
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the notion that pragmatism fell into a midcentury
decline and was dormant until the advent of
"neopragmatism" in the 1980s. This comprehensive
anthology reveals a rich and highly influential
tradition running unbroken through twentieth-century
philosophy and continuing today. It shows how
American pragmatist philosophers have contributed
to leading philosophical debates about truth,
meaning, knowledge, experience, belief, existence,
justification, and freedom. Covers pragmatist
philosophy from its origins to today Features key
writings by the leading pragmatist thinkers
Demonstrates the continuity and enduring influence
of pragmatism Challenges prevailing notions about
pragmatism Includes only stand-alone pieces,
completely unabridged Reflects the full range of
pragmatist themes, arguments, concerns, and
commitments

The Essential William James
The contribution of rhetoric, sophistry, and
pragmatism to postmodernist cultural politics.

Rhetoric’s Pragmatism
In this comprehensive introduction, Albert Spencer
presents a new story of the origins and development
of American pragmatism, from its emergence through
the interaction of European and Indigenous American
cultures to its contemporary status as a diverse,
vibrant, and contested global philosophy. Spencer
explores the intellectual legacies of American
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pragmatism’s founders, Peirce and James, but also
those of newly canonical figures such as Addams,
Anzaldúa, Cordova, DuBois, and others crucial to its
development. He presents the diversity of
pragmatisms, old and new, by weaving together
familiar and unfamiliar authors through shared
themes, such as fallibilism, meliorism, pluralism,
verification, and hope. Throughout, Spencer reveals
American pragmatism's engagement with the
consequences of US political hegemony, as versions
of pragmatism arise in response to both the tragic
legacies and the complicated benefits of colonialism.
American Pragmatism is an indispensable guide for
undergraduate students taking courses in pragmatism
or American philosophy, for scholars wishing to
develop their understanding of this thriving
philosophical tradition, or for curious readers
interested in the genealogy of American thought.

Sick Souls, Healthy Minds
Poetry and Pragmatism
The most likely use for Haack's volume will be in
introductory pragmatism courses and it is eminently
appropriate for this task. However, others who would
wish to speak out about pragmatism authoritatively
would do well to go through the book from cover to
cover. Outside of philosophy, the volume provides an
introduction to a vital aspect of what philosophy has
to offer to other disciplines, psychology among
them.it is hard to think what could have been done to
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improve upon the collection.-MetapsychologyMorris R.
Cohen once described pragmatism as a philosophy for
people who cannot think; and Bertrand Russell feared
that pragmatism would lead philosophy into cosmic
impiety. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Pragmatism was one of the most fruitful philosophical
movements of the late nineteenth century, and has
continued to be a significant influence on some of the
major figures in philosophy - F. P. Ramsey, W. V.
Quine, Sidney Hook, Nelson Goodman, Hilary Putnam,
and many others.Today some even speak of a
remarkable renaissance of pragmatism. Very often,
though, what they have in mind is not the rich
heritage of the classical pragmatist tradition, but a
radical self-styled neo-pragmatism that has of late
transmuted the reformist aspirations of classical
pragmatism into a kind of revolutionary antiintellectualism - a radical neo-pragmatism that seems
to confirm Russell's worst fears.Asking what we can
learn from the older pragmatist tradition, and what
we can salvage from the intellectual shipwreck of the
new, Susan Haack, with the assistance of Robert
Lane, has put together a wide-ranging anthology that
tells the story of the evolution of pragmatism from its
origins in C. S. Peirce's hopes of making philosophy
more scientific and William James's of unstiffening our
theories, to the radical literary-political neopragmatism recently popularized by Richard Rorty.
Opening with a history of pragmatism from its
inception to the present day, and closing with Haack's
famous interview with Peirce and Rorty, the book
presents a broad and diverse selection of pragmatist
writings - classical and contemporary, reformist and
revolutionary - on logic, metaphysics, theory of
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inquiry, philosophy of mind, philosophy of religion,
aesthetics, philosophy of education, and moral, social,
and political philosophy.Susan Haack (Coral Gables,
FL) is Cooper Senior Scholar in Arts and Sciences,
professor of philosophy, and professor of law at the
University of Miami. She is the author of numerous
highly acclaimed books including Defending ScienceWithin Reason; Philosophy of Logics; Evidence and
Inquiry; Deviant Logic, Fuzzy Logic: Beyond the
Formalism; and Manifesto of a Passionate Moderate:
Unfashionable Essays.Robert Lane (Carrolton, GA) is
assistant professor of philosophy at the University of
West Georgia. He has published on American
philosophy, the history of logic, and ethics.

Pragmatism's Evolution
Pragmatism: An Introduction provides an account of
the arguments of the central figures of the most
important philosophical tradition in the American
history of ideas, pragmatism. This wide-ranging and
accessible study explores the work of the classical
pragmatists Charles Sanders Peirce, William James
and John Dewey, as well as more recent philosophers
including Richard Rorty, Richard J. Bernstein, Cheryl
Misak, and Robert B. Brandom. Michael Bacon
examines how pragmatists argue for the importance
of connecting philosophy to practice. In so doing, they
set themselves in opposition to many of the
presumptions that have dominated philosophy since
Descartes. The book demonstrates how pragmatists
reject the Cartesian spectator theory of knowledge, in
which the mind is viewed as seeking accurately to
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represent items in the world, and replace it with an
understanding of truth and knowledge in terms of the
roles they play within our social practices. The book
explores the diverse range of positions that have
engendered marked and sometimes acrimonious
disputes amongst pragmatists. Bacon identifies the
themes underlying these differences, revealing a
greater commonality than many commentators have
recognized. The result is an illuminating narrative of a
rich philosophical movement that will be of interest to
students in philosophy, political theory, and the
history of ideas.

Rhetoric, Sophistry, Pragmatism
Richard Poirier, one of America's most eminent critics,
reveals in this book the creative but mostly hidden
alliance between American pragmatism and American
poetry. He brilliantly traces pragmatism as a
philosophical and literary practice grounded in a
linguistic skepticism that runs from Emerson and
William James to the work of Robert Frost, Gertrude
Stein, and Wallace Stevens, and on to the cultural
debates of today. More powerfully than ever before,
Poirier shows that pragmatism had its start in
Emerson, the great example to all his successors of
how it is possible to redeem even as you set out to
change the literature of the past. Poirier
demonstrates that Emerson--and later William
James--were essentially philosophers of language, and
that it is language that embodies our cultural past, an
inheritance to be struggled with, and transformed,
before being handed on to future generations. He
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maintains that in Emersonian pragmatist writing, any
loss--personal or cultural--gives way to a quest for
what he calls "superfluousness," a kind of rhetorical
excess by which powerfully creative individuals try to
elude deprivation and stasis. In a wide-ranging
meditation on what James called "the vague," Poirier
extols the authentic voice of individualism, which, he
argues, is tentative and casual rather than aggressive
and dogmatic. The concluding chapters describe the
possibilities for criticism created by this radically
different understanding of reading and writing, which
are nothing less than a reinvention of literary tradition
itself. Poirier's discovery of this tradition illuminates
the work of many of the most important figures in
American philosophy and poetry. His reanimation of
pragmatism also calls for a redirection of
contemporary criticism, so that readers inside as well
as outside the academy can begin to respond to
poetic language as the source of meaning, not to
meaning as the source of language.

The Pragmatic Maxim
A Modern Library collection of writings by the
American psychologist, philosopher, and writer
William James. His writings touch on themes of
psychology, religion, free will, and pragmatism.
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