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Coal Mining Review and Industrial Index
An ethnography of coal country in southern West Virginia.
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Black Coal Miners in America
“The most comprehensive and comprehendible history of the West Virginia Coal
War I’ve ever read” (John Sayles, writer and director of Matewan). On September 1,
1912, the largest, most protracted, and deadliest working class uprising in
American history was waged in West Virginia. On one side were powerful
corporations whose millions bought armed guards and political influence. On the
other side were fifty thousand mine workers, the nation’s largest labor union, and
the legendary “miners’ angel,” Mother Jones. The fight for unionization and civil
rights sparked a political crisis that verged on civil war, stretching from the creeks
and hollows of the Appalachians to the US Senate. Attempts to unionize were met
with stiff resistance. Fundamental rights were bent then broken, and the violence
evolved from bloody skirmishes to open armed conflict, as an army of more than
fifty thousand miners finally marched to an explosive showdown. Extensively
researched and vividly told, this definitive book about an essential chapter in the
history of American freedom, “gives this backwoods struggle between capital and
labor the due it deserves. [Green] tells a dark, often despairing story from a
century ago that rings true today” (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette).

An Appalachian School in Coal Country
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Bloodletting in Appalachia
Critically examining the fierce conflicts over an intense and increasingly prevalent
form of strip mining,Combating Mountaintop Removal: New Directions in the Fight
against Big Coaldocuments the changing relationships among the coal industry,
communities, environment, and economy from the perspective of local grassroots
activist organizations and their broader networks. Drawing on powerful personal
testimonies of the hazards of mountaintop removal in Boone County, West Virginia,
Bryan T. McNeil shows how Appalachian community coalitions have drawn
important connections in their opposition to coal mining practices. Focusing on the
grassroots activist organization Coal River Mountain Watch (CRMW), composed of
individuals who have personal ties to the coal industry in the region, the study
reveals a turn away from once-strong traditional labour unions. With the decline in
membership and political power of the United Mine Workers Union in West Virginia,
citizens have turned to alternative forms of activism to coordinate opposition to
mountaintop removal mining, centring mainly on the industry's effect on
community and the environment. The shift towards community organizing,
particularly around environmental concerns, represents an effort to address social
issues in a new social space outside of organized labour. By framing social and
moral arguments in terms of the environment, these innovative hybrid social
movements take advantage of environmentalism's higher profile in contemporary
politics, compared to that of labour. In investigating the local effects of
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globalization and global economics,Combating Mountaintop Removaltracks the
profound reimagining of social and personal ideas such as identity, history, and
landscape and considers their roles in organizing an agenda for progressive
community activism.

Storming Heaven: A Novel
Coal was mined in Southern West Virginia even before the state's birth in 1863 but
was mostly consumed within a few miles of where it was dug. When the railroads
arrived on the scene, they not only provided a means of getting that coal to
market, they also brought in trainloads of workers to the sparsely populated
region. With the mines generally located in remote, out-of-the-way spots, operators
were forced to build housing for those workers and their families, as well as
company stores, schools, and churches- everything needed in a small community.
Overnight, the nation's demand for coal turned sleepy, little places in Southern
West Virginia into boomtowns and helped cities such as Charleston and Huntington
grow and prosper as gateways to and from the coalfields.

Proceedings of the West Virginia Coal Mining Institute
From the early day of mining in colonial Virginia and Maryland up to the time of
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World War II, blacks were an important part of the labor force in the coal industry.
Yet in this, as in other enterprises, their role has heretofore been largely ignored.
Now Roland L. Lewis redresses the balance in this comprehensive history of black
coal miners in America. The experience of blacks in the industry has varied widely
over time and by region, and the approach of this study is therefore more
comparative than chronological. Its aim is to define the patterns of race relations
that prevailed among the miners. Using this approach, Lewis finds five distractive
systems of race relations. There was in the South before and after the Civil War a
system of slavery and convict labor -- an enforced servitude without legal
compensation. This was succeeded by an exploitative system whereby the
southern coal operators, using race as an excuse, paid lower wages to blacks and
thus succeeded in depressing the entire wage scale. By contrast, in northern and
midwestern mines, the pattern was to exclude blacks from the industry so that
whites could control their jobs and their communities. In the central Appalachians,
although blacks enjoyed greater social equality, the mine operators manipulated
racial tensions to keep the work force divided and therefore weak. Finally, with the
advent of mechanization, black laborers were displaced from the mines to such an
extent that their presence in the coal fields in now nearly a thing of the past. By
analyzing the ways race, class, and community shaped social relations in the coal
fields, Black Coal Miners in America makes a major contribution to the
understanding of regional, labor, social, and African-American history.
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Kay Moor, New River Gorge National River, West Virginia
Deep in the heart of the southern West Virginia coalfields, one of the most
important environmental and social empowerment battles in the nation has been
waged for the past decade. Fought by a heroic woman struggling to save her tiny
community through a landmark lawsuit, this battle, which led all the way to the
halls of Congress, has implications for environmentally conscious people across the
world. The story begins with Patricia Bragg in the tiny community of Pie. When a
deep mine drained her neighbors' wells, Bragg heeded her grandmother's
admonition to "fight for what you believe in" and led the battle to save their
drinking water. Though she and her friends quickly convinced state mining officials
to force the coal company to provide new wells, Bragg's fight had only just begun.
Soon large-scale mining began on the mountains behind her beloved hollow.
Fearing what the blasting off of mountaintops would do to the humble homes
below, she joined a lawsuit being pursued by attorney Joe Lovett, the first case he
had ever handled. In the case against the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Bragg v.
Robertson), federal judge Charles Haden II shocked the coal industry by granting
victory to Joe Lovett and Patricia Bragg and temporarily halting the practice of
mountaintop removal. While Lovett battled in court, Bragg sought other ways to
protect the resources and safety of coalfield communities, all the while recognizing
that coal mining was the lifeblood of her community, even of her own family (her
husband is a disabled miner). The years of Bragg v. Robertson bitterly divided the
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coalfields and left many bewildered by the legal wrangling. One of the state's
largest mines shut down because of the case, leaving hardworking miners out of
work, at least temporarily. Despite hurtful words from members of her church,
Patricia Bragg battled on, making the two-hour trek to the legislature in Charleston,
over and over, to ask for better controls on mine blasting. There Bragg and her
friends won support from delegate Arley Johnson, himself a survivor of one of the
coalfield's greatest disasters. Award-winning investigative journalist Penny Loeb
spent nine years following the twists and turns of this remarkable story, giving
voice both to citizens, like Patricia Bragg, and to those in the coal industry.
Intertwined with court and statehouse battles is Patricia Bragg's own quiet triumph
of graduating from college summa cum laude in her late thirtie and moving her
family out of welfare and into prosperity and freedom from mining interests.
Bragg's remarkable personal triumph and the victories won in Pie and other
coalfield communities will surprise and inspire readers.

Gary Hollow
The coal industry revolutionized early America, driving the economy for years
before oil. What's left unheard of is the struggle of mankind and the sacrifices
made to launch our nation into power. Exploring the Abandoned Coal Towns of
West Virginia takes readers on a guided tour through West Virginia's coal towns,
spotlighting the struggles and sacrifices of early Americans to lead the way into our
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world today. Many of these coal towns thrived while others plummeted practically
to the ground, but traces can still be seen today. We cannot forget about those
who built the interior of America, whose homes and businesses now lay abandoned
like a wrecked ship at the bottom of the ocean.

Coal Country
Based on a documentary film, this illustrated volume exposes the politics and
economics of mountaintop-removal (MTR) mining in Appalachia, and the
devastation inflicted on workers, the landscape and the environment by the mining
companies.

Civil War in West Virginia
How the United States underdeveloped Appalachia In Ramp Hollow, Steven Stoll
offers a fresh, provocative account of Appalachia, and why it matters. He begins
with the earliest European settlers, whose desire for vast forests to hunt in was
frustrated by absentee owners—including George Washington and other
founders—who laid claim to the region. Even as Daniel Boone became famous as a
backwoods hunter and guide, the economy he represented was already in peril.
Within just a few decades, Appalachian hunters and farmers went from pioneers to
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pariahs, from heroes to hillbillies, in the national imagination, and the area was
locked into an enduring association with poverty and backwardness. Stoll traces
these developments with empathy and precision, examining crucial episodes such
as the Whiskey Rebellion, the founding of West Virginia, and the arrival of timber
and coal companies that set off a devastating “scramble for Appalachia.” At the
center of Ramp Hollow is Stoll’s sensitive portrayal of Appalachian homesteads.
Perched upon ridges and tucked into hollows, they combined small-scale farming
and gardening with expansive foraging and hunting, along with distilling and
trading, to achieve self-sufficiency and resist the dependence on cash and credit
arising elsewhere in the United States. But the industrialization of the mountains
shattered the ecological balance that sustained the households. Ramp Hollow
recasts the story of Appalachia as a complex struggle between mountaineers and
profit-seeking forces from outside the region. Drawing powerful connections
between Appalachia and other agrarian societies around the world, Stoll
demonstrates the vitality of a peasant way of life that mixes farming with
commerce but is not dominated by a market mind-set. His original investigation,
ranging widely from history to literature, art, and economics, questions our
assumptions about progress and development, and exposes the devastating
legacy of dispossession and its repercussions today.

Coalfield Jews
Page 9/28

Download File PDF Southern West Virginia Coal Country Postcard History
Series
Appalachia first entered the American consciousness as a distinct region in the
decades following the Civil War. The place and its people have long been seen as
backwards and 'other' because of their perceived geographical, social, and
economic isolation. These essays, by fourteen eminent historians and social
scientists, illuminate important dimensions of early social life in diverse sections of
the Appalachian mountains. The contributors seek to place the study of Appalachia
within the context of comparative regional studies of the United States,
maintaining that processes and patterns thought to make the region exceptional
were not necessarily unique to the mountain South. The contributors are Mary K.
Anglin, Alan Banks, Dwight B. Billings, Kathleen M. Blee, Wilma A. Dunaway, John R.
Finger, John C. Inscoe, Ronald L. Lewis, Ralph Mann, Gordon B. McKinney, Mary
Beth Pudup, Paul Salstrom, Altina L. Waller, and John Alexander Williams

Matewan Before the Massacre
The Devil Is Here in These Hills
The three rivers that make up the Coal River Valley--Big, Little and Coal--were
named by explorer John Peter Salling (or Salley) for the coal deposits found along
its banks. More than one hundred years later, the picturesque valley was witness
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to a multitude of bloody skirmishes between Confederate and Union forces in the
Civil War. Often-overlooked battles at Boone Court House, Coal River, Pond Fork
and Kanawha Gap introduced the beginning of "total war" tactics years before
General Sherman used them in his March to the Sea. Join author and historian
Michael Graham as he expertly details the compelling human drama of West
Virginia's bitterly contested Coal River Valley region during the War Between the
States.

Removing Mountains
Appalachia in the Making
In 1890, more than 100,000 Welsh-born immigrants resided in the United States. A
majority of them were skilled laborers from the coal mines of Wales who had been
recruited by American mining companies. Readily accepted by American society,
Welsh immigrants experienced a unique process of acculturation. In the first
history of this exceptional community, Ronald Lewis explores how Welsh
immigrants made a significant contribution to the development of the American
coal industry and how their rapid and successful assimilation affected Welsh
American culture. Lewis describes how Welsh immigrants brought their national
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churches, fraternal orders and societies, love of literature and music, and, most
important, their own language. Yet unlike eastern and southern Europeans and the
Irish, the Welsh--even with their "foreign" ways--encountered no apparent hostility
from the Americans. Often within a single generation, Welsh cultural institutions
would begin to fade and a new "Welsh American" identity developed. True to the
perspective of the Welsh themselves, Lewis's analysis adopts a transnational view
of immigration, examining the maintenance of Welsh coal-mining culture in the
United States and in Wales. By focusing on Welsh coal miners, Welsh Americans
illuminates how Americanization occurred among a distinct group of skilled
immigrants and demonstrates the diversity of the labor migrations to a rapidly
industrializing America.

McDowell County Coal and Rail
This is the story of the miners and the union they wanted, of the people who loved
them and the people who wanted to kill their dreams. Annadel, West Virginia, was
a small town rich in coal, farms, and close-knit families, all destroyed when the
coal company came in. It stole everything it hadn't bothered to buy—land deeds,
private homes, and ultimately, the souls of its men and women. Four people tell
this powerful, deeply moving tale: Activist Mayor C. J. Marcum. Fierce, loveless
union man Rondal Lloyd. Gutsy nurse Carrie Bishop, who loved Rondal. And lonely,
Sicilian immigrant Rosa Angelelli, who lost four sons to the deadly mines. They all
Page 12/28

Download File PDF Southern West Virginia Coal Country Postcard History
Series
bear witness to nearly forgotten events of history, culminating in the final, tragic
Battle of Blair Mountain—when the United States Army greeted ten thousand
unemployed pro-union miners with airplanes, bombs, and poison gas. It was the
first crucial battle of a war that has yet to be won.

After Coal
Southern West Virginia Coal Country
Using oral histories, company records, and census data, Crandall A. Shifflett paints
a vivid portrait of miners and their families in southern Appalachian coal towns
from the late nineteenth into the mid-twentieth century. He finds that, compared
to their earlier lives on subsistence farms, coal-town life was not all bad. Shifflett
examines how this view, quite common among the oral histories of these working
families, has been obscured by the middle-class biases of government studies and
the Edenic myth of preindustrial Appalachia propagated by some historians. From
their own point of view, mining families left behind a life of hard labor and drafty
weatherboard homes. With little time for such celebrated arts as tale-telling and
quilting, preindustrial mountain people strung more beans than dulcimers. In
addition, the rural population was growing, and farmland was becoming scarce.
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What the families recall about the coal towns contradicts the popular image of
mining life. Most miners did not owe their souls to the company store, and most
mining companies were not unusually harsh taskmasters. Former miners and their
families remember such company benefits as indoor plumbing, regular income,
and leisure activities. They also recall the United Mine Workers of America as
bringing not only pay raises and health benefits but work stoppages and violent
confrontations. Far from being mere victims of historical forces, miners and their
families shaped their own destiny by forging a new working-class culture out of the
adaptation of their rural values to the demands of industrial life. This new culture
had many continuities with the older one. Out of the closely knit social ties they
brought from farming communities, mining families created their own safety net
for times of economic downturn. Shifflett recognizes the dangers and hardships of
coal-town life but also shows the resilience of Appalachian people in adapting their
culture to a new environment. Crandall A. Shifflett is an associate professor of
history at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.

Exploring the Abandoned Coal Towns of West Virginia
At once funny, wistful and unsettling, Sum is a dazzling exploration of unexpected
afterlives—each presented as a vignette that offers a stunning lens through which
to see ourselves in the here and now. In one afterlife, you may find that God is the
size of a microbe and unaware of your existence. In another version, you work as a
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background character in other people’s dreams. Or you may find that God is a
married couple, or that the universe is running backward, or that you are forced to
live out your afterlife with annoying versions of who you could have been. With a
probing imagination and deep understanding of the human condition, acclaimed
neuroscientist David Eagleman offers wonderfully imagined tales that shine a
brilliant light on the here and now. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Coal Towns
Chasing the Powhatan Arrow is an informative, humorous look at the history,
places, people and culture along the corridor of the former Norfolk & Western rail
line, traversed by the Powhatan Arrow through Virginia, West Virginia and Ohio.

Bringing Down the Mountains
Chasing the Powhatan Arrow
Between 1880 and 1922, the coal fields of southern West Virginia witnessed two
bloody and protracted strikes, the formation of two competing unions, and the
largest armed conflict in American labor history--a week-long battle between
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20,000 coal miners and 5,000 state police, deputy sheriffs, and mine guards. These
events resulted in an untold number of deaths, indictments of over 550 coal miners
for insurrection and treason, and four declarations of martial law. Corbin argues
that these violent events were collective and militant acts of aggression
interconnected and conditioned by decades of oppression. His study goes a long
way toward breaking down the old stereotypes of Appalachian and coal mining
culture. This second edition contains a new preface and afterword by author David
A. Corbin.

King Coal
Long dismissed as a relic of a bygone era, coal is back -- with a vengeance. Coal is
one of the nation's biggest and most influential industries -- Big Coal provides more
than half the electricity consumed by Americans today -- and its dominance is
growing, driven by rising oil prices and calls for energy independence. Is coal the
solution to America's energy problems? On close examination, the glowing promise
of coal quickly turns to ash. Coal mining remains a deadly and environmentally
destructive industry. Nearly forty percent of the carbon dioxide released into the
atmosphere each year comes from coal-fired power plants. In the last two decades,
air pollution from coal plants has killed more than half a million Americans. In this
eye-opening call to action, Goodell explains the costs and consequences of
America's addiction to coal and discusses how we can kick the habit.
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The Road to Blair Mountain
Rebecca "Becky" Bailey was born and raised in Fauquier County, Virginia. Her
family roots are in McDowell and Mercer Counties, West Virginia. She has published
articles and reviews in The Journal of Appalachian Studies, The Journal of Southern
History, History News (the journal of the American Association for State and Local
History), West Virginia History, and The Encyclopedia of Appalachia. She is
currently an assistant professor of public history at Northern Kentucky University
and lives with her two dogs, Mickey and Ellie Grace in Crestview, Kentucky. She
first learned about Matewan through stories her coal miner grandfather told about
witnessing Sid Hatfield's murder. Later, when she came to West Virginia University
to study public history, she was hired to help collect oral histories in Matewan and
Mingo County. She wrote Matewan Before the Massacre because she couldn't let
the story go.

Welsh Americans
Chronicling the West Virginia Mine Wars of the 1920s, this first-hand account of the
coal miners' uprisings offers a new perspective on labor unrest during this time
period. Complete with previously unpublished family photographs and documents,
this retelling shares the experiences of Bill Blizzard, the author's father who was
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the leader of the Red Neck Army. The tensions between the union and the coal
companies that led up to the famous Battle of Blair Mountain, the largest open and
armed rebellion in United States history, are described in detail, as are its
aftermath and legacy. Addressing labor issues in contemporary times, this
historical narrative makes clear the human costs of extracting coal for electricity.

Let Us Now Praise Famous Men
From a Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter from the smallest newspaper ever to win the
prize in the investigative reporting category, an urgent, riveting, and heartbreaking
investigation into the corporate greed that pumped millions of pain pills into small
Appalachian towns, decimating communities. Death in Mud Lick is the story of a
pharmacy in Kermit, West Virginia, that distributed 12 million opioid pain pills in
three years to a town with a population of 382 people—and of one woman,
desperate for justice, after losing her brother to overdose. Debbie Preece’s fight for
accountability for her brother’s death took her well beyond the Sav-Rite Pharmacy
in coal country, ultimately leading to three of the biggest drug wholesalers in the
country. She was joined by a crusading lawyer and by local journalist, Eric Eyre,
who uncovered a massive opioid pill-dumping scandal that shook the foundation of
America’s largest drug companies—and won him a Pulitzer Prize. Part Erin
Brockovich, part Spotlight, Death in Mud Lick details the clandestine meetings with
whistleblowers; a court fight to unseal filings that the drug distributors tried to
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keep hidden, a push to secure the DEA pill-shipment data, and the fallout after
Eyre’s local paper, the Gazette-Mail, the smallest newspaper ever to win a Pulitzer
Prize for investigative reporting, broke the story. Eyre follows the opioid shipments
into individual counties, pharmacies, and homes in West Virginia and explains how
thousands of Appalachians got hooked on prescription drugs—resulting in the
highest overdose rates in the country. But despite the tragedy, there is also hope
as citizens banded together to create positive change—and won. A work of deep
reporting and personal conviction, Eric Eyre’s intimate portrayal of a national
public health crisis illuminates the shocking pattern of corporate greed and its
repercussions for the citizens of West Virginia—and the nation—to this day.

Blacks in Appalachia
In a devastating and urgent work of investigative journalism, Pulitzer Prize winner
Chris Hamby uncovers the tragic resurgence of black lung disease in Appalachia,
its Big Coal cover-up, and the resilient mining communities who refuse to back
down. Decades ago, a grassroots uprising forced Congress to enact long-overdue
legislation designed to virtually eradicate black lung disease and provide fair
compensation to coal miners stricken with the illness. Today, however, both
promises remain unfulfilled. Levels of disease have surged, the old scourge has
taken an aggressive new form, and ailing miners and widows have been left behind
by a dizzying legal system, denied even modest payments and medical care. In
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this devastating and urgent work of investigative journalism, Pulitzer Prize winner
Chris Hamby traces the unforgettable story of how these trends converge in the
lives of two men: Gary Fox, a black lung-stricken West Virginia coal miner
determined to raise his family from poverty, and John Cline, an idealistic carpenter
and rural medical clinic worker who becomes a lawyer in his fifties. Opposing them
are the lawyers at the coal industry’s go-to law firm; well-credentialed doctors who
often weigh in for the defense, including a group of radiologists at Johns Hopkins;
and Gary’s former employer, Massey Energy, the region’s largest coal company,
run by a cantankerous CEO often portrayed in the media as a dark lord of the
coalfields. On the line in Gary and John’s longshot legal battle are fundamental
principles of fairness and justice, with consequences for miners and their loved
ones throughout the nation. Taking readers inside courtrooms, hospitals, homes
tucked in Appalachian hollows, and dusty mine tunnels, Hamby exposes how coal
companies have not only continually flouted a law meant to protect miners from
deadly amounts of dust but also enlisted well-credentialed doctors and lawyers to
help systematically deny much-needed benefits to miners. The result is a legal and
medical thriller that brilliantly illuminates how a band of laborers — aided by a
small group of lawyers, doctors and lay advocates, often working out of their
homes or in rural clinics and tiny offices – challenged one of the world's most
powerful forces, Big Coal, and won. A deeply troubling yet ultimately triumphant
work, Soul Full of Coal Dust is a necessary and timely book about injustice and
resistance.
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Growing Up in Coal Country
Coal, Class, and Color
This book describes an elementary school’s efforts to respond to the needs of their
highly distressed central Appalachian community. These educators, their school,
and their community are a microcosm of the changes occurring in the region itself.

Big Coal
Coal was discovered in McDowell County, located in the Billion Dollar Coalfield of
southern West Virginia, in 1748, but it was not explored or mined until the early
1800s. Mill Creek Coal & Coke Company shipped the first railroad car of coal in
March 1883 via the Norfolk & Western Railway. By the early 1900s, hundreds of
mining companies dotted the county's landscape. The coal from McDowell County
fueled the nation's home heating and steelmaking businesses and both world wars.
As the coal industry developed, the local population grew; by 1950, the county had
grown from a few hundred people to more than 100,000. The postcard images in
this book show early coal mining and how it progressed throughout the years.
Page 21/28

Download File PDF Southern West Virginia Coal Country Postcard History
Series
Combating Mountaintop Removal
Although southern Appalachia is popularly seen as a purely white enclave, blacks
have lived in the region from early times. Some hollows and coal camps are in fact
almost exclusively black settlements. The selected readings in this new book offer
the first comprehensive presentation of the black experience in Appalachia.
Organized topically, the selections deal with the early history of blacks in the
region, with studies of the black communities, with relations between blacks and
whites, with blacks in coal mining, and with political issues. Also included are a
section on oral accounts of black experiences and an analysis of black Appalachian
demography. The contributors range from Carter Woodson and W. E. B. Du Bois to
more recent scholars such as Theda Perdue and David A. Corbin. An introduction
by the editors provides an overall context for the selections. Blacks in Appalachia
focuses needed attention on a neglected area of Appalachian studies. It will be a
valuable resource for students of Appalachia and of black history.

Life, Work, and Rebellion in the Coal Fields
Gary Hollow is a social and mining history of what was at one time the largest coal
operation in the world. Gary Hollow is located in McDowell County West Virginia.
The book takes the reader from the time Shawnee Indians were taking captives
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down the Tug Fork River (1750) until United States Steel closed its mines in 1986.
The book covers how the coal company's built the mines, schools, medical
facilities, houses, roads, recreation facilities and other parts of the communities. It
also discusses the roles immigrants had in developing the social community.

Sum
The Coal River Valley in the Civil War
Much like€The Jungle, €King Coal€is a novel about the abismal working conditions
of coal miners. It is loosely based on the 1914 Colorado coal strikes. It is typical of
his critical novels by being told from the perspective of the little guy and a
struggling union. King Coal offers plenty for historians of early labor unions or
those who just enjoy a story about the underdog.

Ramp Hollow
What happens when fossil fuels run out? How do communities and cultures
survive? Central Appalachia and south Wales were built to extract coal, and faced
with coal's decline, both regions have experienced economic depression, labor
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unrest, and out-migration. After Coal focuses on coalfield residents who chose not
to leave, but instead remained in their communities and worked to build a diverse
and sustainable economy. It tells the story of four decades of exchange between
two mining communities on opposite sides of the Atlantic, and profiles individuals
and organizations that are undertaking the critical work of regeneration. The
stories in this book are told through interviews and photographs collected during
the making of After Coal, a documentary film produced by the Center for
Appalachian Studies at Appalachian State University and directed by Tom Hansell.
Considering resonances between Appalachia and Wales in the realms of labor,
environment, and movements for social justice, the book approaches the transition
from coal as an opportunity for marginalized people around the world to work
toward safer and more egalitarian futures.

Petroleum and Natural Gas
The stories of vibrant eastern European Jewish communities in the Appalachian
coalfields Coalfield Jews explores the intersection of two simultaneous historic
events: central Appalachia's transformative coal boom (1880s-1920), and the mass
migration of eastern European Jews to America. Traveling to southern West
Virginia, eastern Kentucky, and southwestern Virginia to investigate the coal
boom's opportunities, some Jewish immigrants found success as retailers and
established numerous small but flourishing Jewish communities. Deborah R.
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Weiner's Coalfield Jews provides the first extended study of Jews in Appalachia,
exploring where they settled, how they made their place within a surprisingly
receptive dominant culture, how they competed with coal company stores,
interacted with their non-Jewish neighbors, and maintained a strong Jewish identity
deep in the heart of the Appalachian mountains. To tell this story, Weiner draws on
a wide range of primary sources in social, cultural, religious, labor, economic, and
regional history. She also includes moving personal statements, from oral histories
as well as archival sources, to create a holistic portrayal of Jewish life that will
challenge commonly held views of Appalachia as well as the American Jewish
experience.

Death in Mud Lick
Describes what life was like, especially for children, in coal mines and mining towns
in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Moving Mountains
Coal is West Virginia's bread and butter. For more than a century, West Virginia
has answered the energy call of the nation--and the world--by mining and
exporting its coal. In 2004, West Virginia's coal industry provided almost forty
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thousand jobs directly related to coal, and it contributed $3.5 billion to the state's
gross annual product. And in the same year, West Virginia led the nation in coal
exports, shipping over 50 million tons of coal to twenty-three countries. Coal has
made millionaires of some and paupers of many. For generations of honest, hardworking West Virginians, coal has put food on tables, built homes, and sent
students to college. But coal has also maimed, debilitated, and killed. Bringing
Down the Mountains provides insight into how mountaintop removal has affected
the people and the land of southern West Virginia. It examines the mechanization
of the mining industry and the power relationships between coal interests,
politicians, and the average citizen. Shirley Stewart Burns holds a BS in newseditorial journalism, a master's degree in social work, and a PhD in history with an
Appalachian focus, from West Virginia University. A native of Wyoming County in
the southern West Virginia coalfields and the daughter of an underground coal
miner, she has a passionate interest in the communities, environment, and
histories of the southern West Virginia coalfields. She lives in Charleston, West
Virginia.

When Miners March
In 1921 Blair Mountain in southern West Virginia was the site of the country's
bloodiest armed insurrection since the Civil War, a battle pitting miners led by
Frank Keeney against agents of the coal barons intent on quashing organized
Page 26/28

Download File PDF Southern West Virginia Coal Country Postcard History
Series
labor. It was the largest labor uprising in US history. Ninety years later, the site
became embroiled in a second struggle, as activists came together to fight the coal
industry, state government, and the military- industrial complex in a successful
effort to save the battlefield--sometimes dubbed "labor's Gettysburg"--from
destruction by mountaintop removal mining. The Road to Blair Mountain is the
moving and sometimes harrowing story of Charles Keeney's fight to save this
irreplaceable landscape. Beginning in 2011, Keeney--a historian and greatgrandson of Frank Keeney--led a nine-year legal battle to secure the site's
placement on the National Register of Historic Places. His book tells a David-andGoliath tale worthy of its own place in West Virginia history. A success story for
historic preservation and environmentalism, it serves as an example of how rural,
grassroots organizations can defeat the fossil fuel industry.

Soul Full of Coal Dust
Agee's colleague at Time in the 1940s, John Hersey, writes a major evaluation of
Agee's work and the Agee legend in a new introduction to this literary classic. 64
pages of photos.
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