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The Evolution of Beauty
The 25th anniversary edition of this landmark novel,
in which a chilling modern mystery is entwined with
one of Australia's most brutal and intriguing historical
atrocities. From one of Australia's most awarded
writers, Gary Crew, with a foreword and cover
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illustration by Shaun Tan. On 4 June 1629, the Dutch
vessel Batavia struck uncharted rocks off the West
Australian coast. By the time help arrived, over 120
men, women and children had met their deaths - not
in the sea, but murdered by two fellow survivors,
Wouter Loos and Jan Pelgrom. Nearly 400 years later,
Steven Messenger discovers gruesome relics from
that wreck. Four months later he disappears without a
trace. Where is Messenger? Is his disappearance
linked to the relics? Someone knows somewhere 'this
stunningly original work defies easy categorization as
it spins dual story lines into one spellbinding yarn
Crew tantalizes to the very end, leaving readers to
speculate enthusiastically on the riddles he craftily
leaves unsolved. His tale will electrify his audience' Publishers Weekly 'Strange Objects will continue to
tease and perplex readers of all ages long after it has
been read' - Australian Book Review 'A supernatural
mystery of a high order' - Kirkus Reviews 'The past is
alive in us all, and will test our humanity to the full' Marion Halligan

Strange Creations
From the creative mind and heart of Adam J. Kurtz
comes this quirky, upbeat rallying cry for creators of
all stripes. Expanding on a series of popular guides
he's created for Design*Sponge, this handwritten and
heartfelt little book shares wisdom and empathy from
one working artist to others. The advice is organized
by topic, including- - (How to) Get Over Comparing
Yourself to Other Creatives - Seeking & Accepting
Help from Others - How to Get Over Common Creative
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Fears (Maybe) - How to Be Happy (or Just Happier) As
wry and cheeky as it is empathic and empowering,
this deceptively simple, vibrantly full-color book will
be a touchstone for writers, illustrators, designers,
and anyone else who wants to be more creative--even
when it would be easier to give up act normal.

Falter
Yuriko Saito explores the nature and significance of
the aesthetic dimensions of people's everyday life.
Everyday aesthetics has the recognized value of
enriching one's life experiences and sharpening one's
attentiveness and sensibility. Saito draws out its
broader importance for how we make our worlds,
environmentally, morally, as citizens and consumers.
Saito urges that we have a social responsibility to
encourage cultivation of aesthetic literacy and
vigilance against aesthetic manipulation. Yuriko Saito
argues that ultimately, everyday aesthetics can be an
effective instrument for directing the humanity's
collective and cumulative world-making project for
the betterment of all its inhabitants. Everyday
aesthetics has been seen as a challenge to
contemporary Anglo-American aesthetics discourse,
which is dominated by the discussion of art and
beauty. Saito responds to controversies about the
nature, boundary, and status of everyday aesthetics
and argues for its legitimacy. She highlights the multifaceted aesthetic dimensions of everyday life that are
not fully accounted for by the commonly-held account
of defamiliarizing the familiar.
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Aesthetics of the Familiar
Sixteen specially commissioned essays from an
international team of experts explore key issues, the
latest work and future directions in the field of
aesthetics.

The Book of Strange New Things
A revised second edition of the bestselling anthology
on the major figures and themes in aesthetics and
philosophy of art, the ideal resource for a
comprehensive introduction to the study of aesthetics
Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology offers a wellrounded and thorough introduction to the evolution of
modern thought on aesthetics. In a collection of over
60 readings, focused primarily on the Western
tradition, this text includes works from key figures
such as Plato, Hume, Kant, Nietzsche, Danto, and
others. Broad in scope, this volume also contains
contemporary works on the value of art, frequentlydiscussed continental texts, modern perspectives on
feminist philosophy of art, and essays by authors
outside of the community of academic philosophy,
thereby immersing readers in an inclusive and
balanced survey of aesthetics. The new second
edition has been updated with contemporary essays,
expanding the volume’s coverage to include the value
of art, artistic worth and personal taste, questions of
aesthetic experience, and contemporary debates on
and new theories of art. This edition also incorporates
new and more standard translations of Kant's Critique
of the Power of Judgment and Schopenhauer's The
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World as Will and Representation, as well as texts by
Rousseau, Hegel, DuBois, Alain Locke, Budd,
Robinson, Saito, Eaton and Levinson. Presents a
comprehensive selection of introductory readings on
aesthetics and philosophy of art Helps readers gain a
deep historical understanding and clear perspective
on contemporary questions in the field Offers new
essays specifically selected to promote inclusivity and
to highlight contemporary discussions Introduces new
essays on topics such as environmental and everyday
aesthetics, evolutionary aesthetics, and the
connections between aesthetics and ethics
Appropriate for both beginning and advanced
students of philosophical aesthetics, this selection of
texts initiates readers into the study of the
foundations of and central developments in aesthetic
thought.

Strange Objects
'What is a self and how can a self come out of
inanimate matter?' This is the riddle that drove
Douglas Hofstadter to write this extraordinary book.
In order to impart his original and personal view on
the core mystery of human existence - our intangible
sensation of 'I'-ness - Hofstadter defines the playful
yet seemingly paradoxical notion of 'strange loop',
and explicates this idea using analogies from many
disciplines.

Strange Situation
"Damasio undertakes nothing less than a
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reconstruction of the natural history of the universe. .
. . [A] brave and honest book." --The New York Times
Book Review The Strange Order of Things is a
pathbreaking investigation into homeostasis, the
condition that regulates human physiology within the
range that makes possible not only survival but also
the flourishing of life. Antonio Damasio makes clear
that we descend biologically, psychologically, and
even socially from a long lineage that begins with
single living cells; that our minds and cultures are
linked by an invisible thread to the ways and means
of ancient unicellular existence and other primitive
life-forms; and that inherent in our very chemistry is a
powerful force, a striving toward life maintenance that
governs life in all its guises, including the
development of genes that help regulate and transmit
life. The Strange Order of Things is a landmark
reflection that spans the biological and social
sciences, offering a new way of understanding the
origins of life, feeling, and culture.
www.antoniodamasio.com

Aesthetics
In his new book The Strange Case of the Rickety
Cossack, human paleoanthropologist Ian Tattersall
argues that a long tradition of "human
exceptionalism" in paleoanthropology has distorted
the picture of human evolution. Drawing partly on his
own career—from young scientist in awe of his elders
to crotchety elder statesman—Tattersall offers an
idiosyncratic look at the competitive world of
paleoanthropology, beginning with Charles Darwin
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150 years ago, and continuing through the Leakey
dynasty in Africa, and concluding with the latest
astonishing findings in the Caucasus. The book's title
refers to the 1856 discovery of a clearly very old skull
cap in Germany's Neander Valley. The possessor had
a brain as large as a modern human, but a heavy low
braincase with a prominent brow ridge. Scientists
tried hard to explain away the inconvenient possibility
that this was not actually our direct relative. One
extreme interpretation suggested that the preserved
leg bones were curved by both rickets, and by a life
on horseback. The pain of the unfortunate individual's
affliction had caused him to chronically furrow his
brow in agony, leading to the excessive development
of bone above the eye sockets. The subsequent
history of human evolutionary studies is full of
similarly fanciful interpretations. With tact and humor,
Tattersall concludes that we are not the perfected
products of natural processes, but instead the result
of substantial doses of random happenstance.

The Unbearable Lightness of Being
Applies research on how humans perceive, process
and store information to the viewing and
interpretation of art. The author argues that the
clearest view of the mind comes from creating or
experiencing art. The illustrations cover a range of
examples but focus primarily on Western art.

Waves Passing in the Night
Main description: The world shows up for us-it is
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present in our thought and perception. But, as Alva
Noë contends in his latest exploration of the problem
of consciousness, it doesn't show up for free. The
world is not simply available; it is achieved rather
than given. As with a painting in a gallery, the world
has no meaning-no presence to be experienced-apart
from our able engagement with it. We must show up,
too, and bring along what knowledge and skills we've
cultivated. This means that education, skills
acquisition, and technology can expand the world's
availability to us and transform our consciousness.
Although deeply philosophical, Varieties of Presence is
nurtured by collaboration with scientists and artists.
Cognitive science, dance, and performance art as well
as Kant and Wittgenstein inform this literary and
personal work of scholarship intended no less for
artists and art theorists, psychologists, cognitive
scientists, and anthropologists than for philosophers.
Noë rejects the traditional representational theory of
mind and its companion internalism, dismissing
outright the notion that conceptual knowledge is
radically distinct from other forms of practical ability
or know-how. For him, perceptual presence and
thought presence are species of the same genus.
Both are varieties of exploration through which we
achieve contact with the world. Forceful reflections on
the nature of understanding, as well as substantial
examination of the perceptual experience of pictures
and what they depict or model are included in this farranging discussion.

Uncontrollable Beauty
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Living on a damaged planet challenges who we are
and where we live. This timely anthology calls on
twenty eminent humanists and scientists to revitalize
curiosity, observation, and transdisciplinary
conversation about life on earth. As human-induced
environmental change threatens multispecies
livability, Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet puts
forward a bold proposal: entangled histories, situated
narratives, and thick descriptions offer urgent “arts of
living.” Included are essays by scholars in
anthropology, ecology, science studies, art, literature,
and bioinformatics who posit critical and creative
tools for collaborative survival in a more-than-human
Anthropocene. The essays are organized around two
key figures that also serve as the publication’s two
openings: Ghosts, or landscapes haunted by the
violences of modernity; and Monsters, or interspecies
and intraspecies sociality. Ghosts and Monsters are
tentacular, windy, and arboreal arts that invite
readers to encounter ants, lichen, rocks, electrons,
flying foxes, salmon, chestnut trees, mud volcanoes,
border zones, graves, radioactive waste—in short, the
wonders and terrors of an unintended epoch.
Contributors: Karen Barad, U of California, Santa Cruz;
Kate Brown, U of Maryland, Baltimore; Carla Freccero,
U of California, Santa Cruz; Peter Funch, Aarhus U;
Scott F. Gilbert, Swarthmore College; Deborah M.
Gordon, Stanford U; Donna J. Haraway, U of California,
Santa Cruz; Andreas Hejnol, U of Bergen, Norway;
Ursula K. Le Guin; Marianne Elisabeth Lien, U of Oslo;
Andrew Mathews, U of California, Santa Cruz;
Margaret McFall-Ngai, U of Hawaii, Manoa; Ingrid M.
Parker, U of California, Santa Cruz; Mary Louise Pratt,
NYU; Anne Pringle, U of Wisconsin, Madison; Deborah
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Bird Rose, U of New South Wales, Sydney; Dorion
Sagan; Lesley Stern, U of California, San Diego; JensChristian Svenning, Aarhus U.

Strange Tools
From Pulitzer Prize nominee Lawrence Weschler, a
fascinating profile of Walter Murch, a film legend and
amateur astrophysicist whose investigations could
reshape our understanding of the universe. For film
aficionados, Walter Murch is legendary--a three-time
Academy Award winner, arguably the most admired
sound and film editor in the world for his work on
Apocalypse Now, The Godfather trilogy, The English
Patient, and many others. Outside of the studio, his
mind is wide-ranging; his passion, pursued for several
decades, has been astrophysics, in particular the
rehabilitation of Titius-Bode, a long-discredited 18th
century theory regarding the patterns by which
planets and moons array themselves in gravitational
systems across the universe. Though as a
consummate outsider he's had a hard time attracting
any sort of comprehensive hearing from professional
astrophysicists, Murch has made advances that even
some of them find intriguing, including a connection
between Titius Bode and earlier notions--going back
past Kepler and Pythagorus--of musical harmony in
the heavens. Unfazed by rejection, ever probing,
Murch perseveres in the highest traditions of outsider
science. Lawrence Weschler brings Murch's quest
alive in all its seemingly quixotic, yet still plausible,
splendor, probing the basis for how we know what we
know, and who gets to say. "The wholesale rejection
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of alternative theories has repeatedly held back the
progress of vital science," Weschler observes, citing
early twentieth-century German amateur Alfred
Wegener, whose speculations about continental drift
were ridiculed at first, only to be accepted as fact
decades later. Theoretical physicist Lee Smolin says
"It is controversy that brings science alive"--and
Murch's quest does that in spades. His fascination
with the way the planets and their moons are
arranged opens up the field of celestial mechanics for
general readers, sparking an awareness of the vast
and (to us) invisible forces constantly at play in the
universe.

Action in Perception
Are art and science separated by an unbridgeable
divide? Can they find common ground? In this new
book, neuroscientist Eric R. Kandel, whose remarkable
scientific career and deep interest in art give him a
unique perspective, demonstrates how science can
inform the way we experience a work of art and seek
to understand its meaning. Kandel illustrates how
reductionism—the distillation of larger scientific or
aesthetic concepts into smaller, more tractable
components—has been used by scientists and artists
alike to pursue their respective truths. He draws on
his Nobel Prize-winning work revealing the
neurobiological underpinnings of learning and
memory in sea slugs to shed light on the complex
workings of the mental processes of higher animals.
In Reductionism in Art and Brain Science, Kandel
shows how this radically reductionist approach,
Page 11/35

Read Online Strange Tools Art And Human Nature
applied to the most complex puzzle of our time—the
brain—has been employed by modern artists who
distill their subjective world into color, form, and light.
Kandel demonstrates through bottom-up sensory and
top-down cognitive functions how science can explore
the complexities of human perception and help us to
perceive, appreciate, and understand great works of
art. At the heart of the book is an elegant elucidation
of the contribution of reductionism to the evolution of
modern art and its role in a monumental shift in
artistic perspective. Reductionism steered the
transition from figurative art to the first explorations
of abstract art reflected in the works of Turner, Monet,
Kandinsky, Schoenberg, and Mondrian. Kandel
explains how, in the postwar era, Pollock, de Kooning,
Rothko, Louis, Turrell, and Flavin used a reductionist
approach to arrive at their abstract expressionism
and how Katz, Warhol, Close, and Sandback built upon
the advances of the New York School to reimagine
figurative and minimal art. Featuring captivating
drawings of the brain alongside full-color
reproductions of modern art masterpieces, this book
draws out the common concerns of science and art
and how they illuminate each other.

A New Human
Once we bowled in leagues, usually after work -- but
no longer. This seemingly small phenomenon
symbolizes a significant social change that Robert
Putnam has identified in this brilliant volume, Bowling
Alone, which The Economist hailed as "a prodigious
achievement." Drawing on vast new data that reveal
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Americans' changing behavior, Putnam shows how we
have become increasingly disconnected from one
another and how social structures -- whether they be
PTA, church, or political parties -- have disintegrated.
Until the publication of this groundbreaking work, no
one had so deftly diagnosed the harm that these
broken bonds have wreaked on our physical and civic
health, nor had anyone exalted their fundamental
power in creating a society that is happy, healthy, and
safe. Like defining works from the past, such as The
Lonely Crowd and The Affluent Society, and like the
works of C. Wright Mills and Betty Friedan, Putnam's
Bowling Alone has identified a central crisis at the
heart of our society and suggests what we can do.

Cognition and the Visual Arts
A philosopher makes the case for thinking of works of
art as tools for investigating ourselves In his new
book, Strange Tools: Art and Human Nature, the
philosopher and cognitive scientist Alva Noë raises a
number of profound questions: What is art? Why do
we value art as we do? What does art reveal about
our nature? Drawing on philosophy, art history, and
cognitive science, and making provocative use of
examples from all three of these fields, Noë offers
new answers to such questions. He also shows why
recent efforts to frame questions about art in terms of
neuroscience and evolutionary biology alone have
been and will continue to be unsuccessful.

Varieties of Presence
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Baseball is a strange sport: it consists of long periods
in which little seems to be happening, punctuated by
high-energy outbursts of rapid fire activity. Because
of this, despite ever greater profits, Major League
Baseball is bent on finding ways to shorten games,
and to tailor baseball to today's shorter attention
spans. But for the true fan, baseball is always
compelling to watch -and intellectually fascinating. It's
superficially slow-pace is an opportunity to participate
in the distinctive thinking practice that defines the
game. If baseball is boring, it's boring the way
philosophy is boring: not because there isn't a lot
going on, but because the challenge baseball poses is
making sense of it all. In this deeply entertaining
book, philosopher and baseball fan Alva Noë explores
the many unexpected ways in which baseball is truly
a philosophical kind of game. For example, he
ponders how observers of baseball are less interested
in what happens, than in who is responsible for what
happens; every action receives praise or blame. To
put it another way, in baseball - as in the law - we
decide what happened based on who is responsible
for what happened. Noe also explains the curious
activity of keeping score: a score card is not merely a
record of the game, like a video recording; it is an
account of the game. Baseball requires that true fans
try to tell the story of the game, in real time, as it
unfolds, and thus actively participate in its creation.
Some argue that baseball is fundamentally a game
about numbers. Noe's wide-ranging, thoughtful
observations show that, to the contrary, baseball is
not only a window on language, culture, and the
nature of human action, but is intertwined with deep
and fundamental human truths. The book ranges from
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the nature of umpiring and the role of instant replay,
to the nature of the strike zone, from the rampant use
of surgery to controversy surrounding performance
enhancing drugs. Throughout, Noe's observations are
surprising and provocative. Infinite Baseball is a book
for the true baseball fan.

Bowling Alone
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER More people than
ever before see themselves as addicted to, or
recovering from, addiction, whether it be alcohol or
drugs, prescription meds, sex, gambling, porn, or the
internet. But despite the unprecedented attention, our
understanding of addiction is trapped in unfounded
20th century ideas, addiction as a crime or as brain
disease, and in equally outdated treatment.
Challenging both the idea of the addict's "broken
brain" and the notion of a simple "addictive
personality," The New York Times Bestseller,
Unbroken Brain, offers a radical and groundbreaking
new perspective, arguing that addictions are learning
disorders and shows how seeing the condition this
way can untangle our current debates over treatment,
prevention and policy. Like autistic traits, addictive
behaviors fall on a spectrum -- and they can be a
normal response to an extreme situation. By
illustrating what addiction is, and is not, the book
illustrates how timing, history, family, peers, culture
and chemicals come together to create both illness
and recovery- and why there is no "addictive
personality" or single treatment that works for all.
Combining Maia Szalavitz's personal story with a
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distillation of more than 25 years of science and
research,Unbroken Brain provides a paradigm-shifting
approach to thinking about addiction. Her writings on
radical addiction therapies have been featured in The
Washington Post, Vice Magazine, The Wall Street
Journal, and The New York Times, in addition to
multiple other publications. She has been interviewed
about her book on many radio shows including Fresh
Air with Terry Gross and The Brian Lehrer show.

Things Are What You Make of Them
A collection of works, many of them classics, on the
orthodox view of visual perception.

Infinite Baseball
Ever wonder what your dog was thinking? Well, this
story is a brief look into the mind of a dog named
Bailey and how he finds the things that his human
family does very odd.

The Strange Order of Things
"Robert Irwin, perhaps the most influential of the
California artists, moved from his beginnings in
abstract expressionism through successive shifts in
style and sensibility, into a new aesthetic territory
altogether, one where philosophical concepts of
perception and the world interact. Weschler has
charted the journey with exceptional clarity and
cogency. He has also, in the process, provided what
seems to me the best running history of postwar West
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Coast art that I have yet seen."—Calvin Tomkins

The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack
An argument that perception is something we do, not
something that happens to us: not a process in the
brain, but a skillful bodily activity.

Cloud Atlas
In Knowing the Score, philosopher David Papineau
uses sports to illuminate some of modern philosophy's
most perplexing questions. As Papineau
demonstrates, the study of sports clarifies,
challenges, and sometimes confuses crucial issues in
philosophy. The tactics of road bicycle racing shed
new light on questions of altruism, while sporting
family dynasties reorient the nature v. nurture
debate. Why do sports competitors choke? Why do
fans think God will favor their team over their rivals?
How can it be moral to deceive the umpire by framing
a pitch? From all of these questions, and many more,
philosophy has a great deal to learn. An entertaining
and erudite book that ranges far and wide through
the sporting world, Knowing the Score is perfect
reading for armchair philosophers and Monday
morning quarterbacks alike.

Humans Are Strange Creatures
A FINALIST FOR THE PULITZER PRIZE NAMED A BEST
BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK
REVIEW, SMITHSONIAN, AND WALL STREET JOURNAL
Page 17/35

Read Online Strange Tools Art And Human Nature
A major reimagining of how evolutionary forces work,
revealing how mating preferences—what Darwin
termed "the taste for the beautiful"—create the
extraordinary range of ornament in the animal world.
In the great halls of science, dogma holds that
Darwin's theory of natural selection explains every
branch on the tree of life: which species thrive, which
wither away to extinction, and what features each
evolves. But can adaptation by natural selection really
account for everything we see in nature? Yale
University ornithologist Richard Prum—reviving
Darwin's own views—thinks not. Deep in tropical
jungles around the world are birds with a dizzying
array of appearances and mating displays: Clubwinged Manakins who sing with their wings, Great
Argus Pheasants who dazzle prospective mates with a
four-foot-wide cone of feathers covered in golden 3D
spheres, Red-capped Manakins who moonwalk. In
thirty years of fieldwork, Prum has seen numerous
display traits that seem disconnected from, if not
outright contrary to, selection for individual survival.
To explain this, he dusts off Darwin's long-neglected
theory of sexual selection in which the act of choosing
a mate for purely aesthetic reasons—for the mere
pleasure of it—is an independent engine of
evolutionary change. Mate choice can drive
ornamental traits from the constraints of adaptive
evolution, allowing them to grow ever more elaborate.
It also sets the stakes for sexual conflict, in which the
sexual autonomy of the female evolves in response to
male sexual control. Most crucially, this framework
provides important insights into the evolution of
human sexuality, particularly the ways in which
female preferences have changed male bodies, and
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even maleness itself, through evolutionary time. The
Evolution of Beauty presents a unique scientific vision
for how nature's splendor contributes to a more
complete understanding of evolution and of
ourselves.

Seeing Is Forgetting the Name of the
Thing One Sees
When The Unbearable Lightness of Being was first
published in English, it was hailed as "a work of the
boldest mastery, originality, and richness" by critic
Elizabeth Hardwick and named one of the best books
of 1984 by the New York Times Book Review. It went
on to win the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Fiction
and quickly became an international bestseller.
Twenty years later, the novel has established itself as
a modern classic. To commemorate the anniversary
of its first English-language publication, HarperCollins
is proud to offer a special hardcover edition. A young
woman in love with a man torn between his love for
her and his incorrigible womanizing; one of his
mistresses and her humbly faithful lover -- these are
the two couples whose story is told in this masterful
novel. Controlled by day, Tereza's jealousy awakens
by night, transformed into ineffably sad deathdreams, while Tomas, a successful surgeon,
alternates loving devotion to the dependent Tereza
with the ardent pursuit of other women. Sabina, an
independent, free-spirited artist, lives her life as a
series of betrayals -- of parents, husband, country,
love itself -- whereas her lover, the intellectual Franz,
loses all because of his earnest goodness and fidelity.
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In a world in which lives are shaped by irrevocable
choices and by fortuitous events, a world in which
everything occurs but once, existence seems to lose
its substance, its weight. Hence we feel, says the
novelist, "the unbearable lightness of being" -- not
only as the consequence of our private acts but also
in the public sphere, and the two inevitably
intertwine. This magnificent novel encompasses the
extremes of comedy and tragedy, and embraces, it
seems, all aspects of human existence. It juxtaposes
geographically distant places (Prague, Geneva, Paris,
Thailand, the United States, a forlorn Bohemian
village); brilliant and playful reflections (on "eternal
return," on kitsch, on man and animals -- Tomas and
Tereza have a beloved doe named Karenin); and a
variety of styles (from the farcical to the elegiac) to
take its place as perhaps the major achievement of
one of the world's truly great writers.

Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet
A theory of the neural bases of aesthetic experience
across the arts, which draws on the tools of both
cognitive neuroscience and traditional humanist
inquiry. In Feeling Beauty, G. Gabrielle Starr argues
that understanding the neural underpinnings of
aesthetic experience can reshape our conceptions of
aesthetics and the arts. Drawing on the tools of both
cognitive neuroscience and traditional humanist
inquiry, Starr shows that neuroaesthetics offers a new
model for understanding the dynamic and changing
features of aesthetic life, the relationships among the
arts, and how individual differences in aesthetic
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judgment shape the varieties of aesthetic experience.
Starr, a scholar of the humanities and a researcher in
the neuroscience of aesthetics, proposes that
aesthetic experience relies on a distributed neural
architecture--a set of brain areas involved in emotion,
perception, imagery, memory, and language. More
important, it emerges from networked interactions,
intricately connected and coordinated brain systems
that together form a flexible architecture enabling us
to develop new arts and to see the world around us
differently. Focusing on the "sister arts" of poetry,
painting, and music, Starr builds and tests a neural
model of aesthetic experience valid across all the
arts. Asking why works that address different senses
using different means seem to produce the same set
of feelings, she examines particular works of art in a
range of media, including a poem by Keats, a painting
by van Gogh, a sculpture by Bernini, and Beethoven's
Diabelli Variations. Starr's innovative, interdisciplinary
analysis is true to the complexities of both the
physical instantiation of aesthetics and the realities of
artistic representation.

Gödel, Escher, Bach
In this acclaimed art anthology, a prestigious group of
artists, critics, and literati offer their incisive
reflections on the questions of beauty, past, present,
and future, and how it has become a domain of
multiple perspectives. Here is Meyer Schapiro’s
skeptical argument on perfection . . . contributions
from artists as profound as Louise Bourgeois and
Agnes Martin . . . and reflections of critics, curators,
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and philosophers on the problems of beauty and
relativism. Readers will find fascinating insights from
such art theorists and critics as Dave Hickey, Jeremy
Gilbert-Rolfe, Donald Kuspit, Carter Ratcliff, and
dozens more.

Feeling Beauty
Thirty years ago Bill McKibben offered one of the
earliest warnings about climate change. Now he
broadens the warning: the entire human game, he
suggests, has begun to play itself out. Bill McKibben’s
groundbreaking book The End of Nature -- issued in
dozens of languages and long regarded as a classic -was the first book to alert us to global warming. But
the danger is broader than that: even as climate
change shrinks the space where our civilization can
exist, new technologies like artificial intelligence and
robotics threaten to bleach away the variety of
human experience. Falter tells the story of these
converging trends and of the ideological fervor that
keeps us from bringing them under control. And then,
drawing on McKibben’s experience in building
350.org, the first truly global citizens movement to
combat climate change, it offers some possible ways
out of the trap. We’re at a bleak moment in human
history -- and we’ll either confront that bleakness or
watch the civilization our forebears built slip away.
Falter is a powerful and sobering call to arms, to save
not only our planet but also our humanity.

Reductionism in Art and Brain Science
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This anthology is remarkable not only for the
selections themselves, among which the Schelling
and the Heidegger essays were translated especially
for this volume, but also for the editors' general
introduction and the introductory essays for each
selection, which make this volume an invaluable aid
to the study of the powerful, recurrent ideas
concerning art, beauty, critical method, and the
nature of representation. Because this collection
makes clear the ways in which the philosophy of art
relates to and is part of general philosophical
positions, it will be an essential sourcebook to
students of philosophy, art history, and literary
criticism.

Out of Our Heads
A monumental, genre-defying novel that David
Mitchell calls "Michel Faber’s second masterpiece,"
The Book of Strange New Things is a masterwork from
a writer in full command of his many talents. It begins
with Peter, a devoted man of faith, as he is called to
the mission of a lifetime, one that takes him galaxies
away from his wife, Bea. Peter becomes immersed in
the mysteries of an astonishing new environment,
overseen by an enigmatic corporation known only as
USIC. His work introduces him to a seemingly friendly
native population struggling with a dangerous illness
and hungry for Peter’s teachings—his Bible is their
“book of strange new things.” But Peter is rattled
when Bea’s letters from home become increasingly
desperate: typhoons and earthquakes are devastating
whole countries, and governments are crumbling.
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Bea’s faith, once the guiding light of their lives,
begins to falter. Suddenly, a separation measured by
an otherworldly distance, and defined both by one
newly discovered world and another in a state of
collapse, is threatened by an ever-widening gulf that
is much less quantifiable. While Peter is reconciling
the needs of his congregation with the desires of his
strange employer, Bea is struggling for survival. Their
trials lay bare a profound meditation on faith, love
tested beyond endurance, and our responsibility to
those closest to us. Marked by the same bravura
storytelling and precise language that made The
Crimson Petal and the White such an international
success, The Book of Strange New Things is
extraordinary, mesmerizing, and replete with
emotional complexity and genuine pathos.

Vision and Mind
In the most revolutionary archaeological find of the
new century, an international team of archaeologists
led by Mike Morwood discovered a new, diminutive
species of human on the remote Indonesian island of
Flores. Nicknamed the “Hobbit,” this was no creation
of Tolkien's fantasy. The three foot tall skeleton with a
brain the size of a chimpanzee’s was a tool-using, firemaking, cooperatively hunting person who inhabited
Flores alongside modern humans as recently as
13,000 years ago. This book is Morwood’s description
of this monumental discovery and the intense study
that has been undertaken to validate his view of its
relationship to our species. He chronicles the bitter
debates over Homo Floresiensis, the objections (some
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spiteful) of colleagues, the theft and damage of some
of the specimens, and the endless battle against
government and academic bureaucracies that
hindered his research. This updated paperback
edition contains an epilogue that reports on the most
recent debates, findings, and analyses of this
amazing discovery.

Unbroken Brain
A full-scale investigation of the controversial and
often misunderstood science of attachment theory,
inspired by the author’s own experience as a parent
and daughter. “A profound and beautiful work . . .
searingly honest, brazenly fresh, and startlingly
rich.”—Andrew Solomon, author of The Noonday
Demon When professional researcher and writer
Bethany Saltman gave birth to her daughter, Azalea,
she loved her deeply but felt as if something was
missing. Looking back at her lonely childhood,
dangerous teenage years, and love-addicted early
adulthood, Saltman thought maybe she was broken.
Then she discovered the science of attachment, the
field of psychology that explores the question of
why—from an evolutionary point of view—love exists
between parents and children. Saltman went on a tenyear journey visiting labs, archives, and training
sessions, while learning the meaning of “delight” from
Mary Ainsworth, one of psychology’s most important
but unsung researchers, who died in 1999. Saltman
went deep into the history and findings from
Ainsworth’s famous laboratory procedure, the Strange
Situation, which, like an X-ray, is still used today by
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scientists around the world to catch a glimpse of the
internal workings of attachment. In this simple twentyminute procedure, a baby and a caregiver enter an
ordinary room with two chairs and some toys. During
a series of comings and goings, a trained observer
studies the minutiae of the pair’s back-and-forth with
each other. Through the science of attachment, what
Saltman discovered was a radical departure from
everything she thought she knew—about love and
about her own family, her story, and herself. She was
far from broken—she saw that love is too powerful to
ever break. Strange Situation is a scientific, lyrical, lifeaffirming exploration of love. Not only will readers be
taken on an emotional ride through one mother’s
reckoning with her own past and her family’s future,
but they will also be given the tools with which to
better understand their own life histories and their
relationships today.

Story-Based Inquiry: A Manual for
Investigative Journalists
What happens when ideas presented as science lead
us in the wrong direction? History is filled with brilliant
ideas that gave rise to disaster, and this book
explores the most fascinating—and
significant—missteps: from opium's heyday as the
pain reliever of choice to recognition of opioids as a
major cause of death in the U.S.; from the rise of
trans fats as the golden ingredient for tastier, cheaper
food to the heart disease epidemic that followed; and
from the cries to ban DDT for the sake of the
environment to an epidemic-level rise in world
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malaria. These are today's sins of science—as
deplorable as mistaken past ideas about advocating
racial purity or using lobotomies as a cure for mental
illness. These unwitting errors add up to seven
lessons both cautionary and profound, narrated by
renowned author and speaker Paul A. Offit. Offit uses
these lessons to investigate how we can separate
good science from bad, using some of today's most
controversial creations—e-cigarettes, GMOs, drug
treatments for ADHD—as case studies. For every
"Aha!" moment that should have been an "Oh no,"
this book is an engrossing account of how science has
been misused disastrously—and how we can learn to
use its power for good.

Pandora's Lab
The Strange Case of Donald J. Trump provides a
coherent and nuanced psychological portrait of
Donald Trump, drawing upon biographical events in
the subject's life and contemporary scientific research
and theory in personality, developmental, and social
psychology. Dan P. McAdams, renowned psychologist
who pioneered the study of lives, examines the
central personality traits, personal values and
motives, and the interpersonal and cultural factors
that together have shaped Trump's psychological
makeup, with an emphasis on the strangeness of the
case--that is, how Trump again and again defies
psychological expectations regarding what it means
to be a human being. The book's central thesis is that
Donald Trump is the episodic man. The chapters,
structured as stand-alone essays each riffing on a
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single psychological theme, build on each other to
present a portrait of a person who compulsively lives
in the moment, without an internal story to integrate
his life in time. With an emphasis on scientific
personality research, rather than political rhetoric,
McAdams shows that Trump's utter lack of an inner
life story is truly exceptional. This book is a
remarkable case study which should be of as much
interest to psychologists as it is to readers trying to
reckon with the often confounding behavior and
temperament of the 45th President of the United
States.

The Cognitive Humanities
The original uncut edition of STRANGER IN A STRANGE
LAND by Hugo Award winner Robert A Heinlein - one
of the most beloved, celebrated science-fiction novels
of all time. Epic, ambitious and entertaining,
STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND caused controversy
and uproar when it was first published and is still
topical and challenging today. Twenty-five years ago,
the first manned mission to Mars was lost, and all
hands presumed dead. But someone survived Born on
the doomed spaceship and raised by the Martians
who saved his life, Valentine Michael Smith has never
seen a human being until the day a second expedition
to Mars discovers him. Upon his return to Earth, a
young nurse named Jill Boardman sneaks into Smith's
hospital room and shares a glass of water with him, a
simple act for her but a sacred ritual on Mars. Now,
connected by an incredible bond, Smith, Jill and a
writer named Jubal must fight to protect a right we all
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take for granted: the right to love.

The Strange Case of Donald J. Trump
Alva Noë is one of a new breed—part philosopher,
part cognitive scientist, part neuroscientist—who are
radically altering the study of consciousness by asking
difficult questions and pointing out obvious flaws in
the current science. In Out of Our Heads, he restates
and reexamines the problem of consciousness, and
then proposes a startling solution: Do away with the
two hundred-year-old paradigm that places
consciousness within the confines of the brain. Our
culture is obsessed with the brain—how it perceives;
how it remembers; how it determines our intelligence,
our morality, our likes and our dislikes. It's widely
believed that consciousness itself, that Holy Grail of
science and philosophy, will soon be given a neural
explanation. And yet, after decades of research, only
one proposition about how the brain makes us
conscious—how it gives rise to sensation, feeling, and
subjectivity—has emerged unchallenged: We don't
have a clue. In this inventive work, Noë suggests that
rather than being something that happens inside us,
consciousness is something we do. Debunking an
outmoded philosophy that holds the scientific study of
consciousness captive, Out of Our Heads is a fresh
attempt at understanding our minds and how we
interact with the world around us.

Knowing the Score
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Philosophies of Art and Beauty
Apes An extraordinary exploration of the fascinating
world of aberrant anthropologies - theories of human
origin that you won't read about in any textbooks.
These are homespun theories, ideas, fantasies and
myths of dreamers, mystics, cult leaders, racists,
rogues and amateur scientists. 32 pages of
photographs and illustrations. 'Kossy's work offers a
rare chance to tunnel into the minds of some of the
most original thinkers around' - Wired

Strange Tools
A philosopher makes the case for thinking of works of
art as tools for investigating ourselves In Strange
Tools: Art and Human Nature, the philosopher and
cognitive scientist Alva Noë argues that our obsession
with works of art has gotten in the way of
understanding how art works on us. For Noë, art isn't
a phenomenon in need of an explanation but a mode
of research, a method of investigating what makes us
human--a strange tool. Art isn't just something to look
at or listen to--it is a challenge, a dare to try to make
sense of what it is all about. Art aims not for
satisfaction but for confrontation, intervention, and
subversion. Through diverse and provocative
examples from the history of art-making, Noë reveals
the transformative power of artistic production. By
staging a dance, choreographers cast light on the way
bodily movement organizes us. Painting goes beyond
depiction and representation to call into question the
role of pictures in our lives. Accordingly, we cannot
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reduce art to some natural aesthetic sense or trigger;
recent efforts to frame questions of art in terms of
neurobiology and evolutionary theory alone are
doomed to fail. By engaging with art, we are able to
study ourselves in profoundly novel ways. In fact, art
and philosophy have much more in common than we
might think. Reframing the conversation around
artists and their craft, Strange Tools is a daring and
stimulating intervention in contemporary thought.

The Continuum Companion to Aesthetics
This book identifies the ‘cognitive humanities’ with
new approaches to literature and culture that engage
with recent theories of the embodied mind in
cognitive science. If cognition should be approached
less as a matter of internal representation—a
Cartesian inner theatre—than as a form of embodied
action, how might cultural representation be
rethought? What can literature and culture reveal or
challenge about embodied minds? The essays in this
book ask what new directions in the humanities open
up when the thinking self is understood as a
participant in contexts of action, even as extended
beyond the skin. Building on cognitive literary studies,
but engaging much more extensively with ‘4E’
cognitive science (embodied, embedded, enactive,
extended) than previously, the book uses case studies
from many different historical settings (such as early
modern theatre and digital technologies) and in
different media (narrative, art, performance) to
explore the embodied mind through culture.
Page 31/35

Read Online Strange Tools Art And Human Nature
Stranger in a Strange Land
By the New York Times bestselling author of The Bone
Clocks | Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize A
postmodern visionary and one of the leading voices in
twenty-first-century fiction, David Mitchell combines
flat-out adventure, a Nabokovian love of puzzles, a
keen eye for character, and a taste for mind-bending,
philosophical and scientific speculation in the tradition
of Umberto Eco, Haruki Murakami, and Philip K. Dick.
The result is brilliantly original fiction as profound as it
is playful. In this groundbreaking novel, an influential
favorite among a new generation of writers, Mitchell
explores with daring artistry fundamental questions of
reality and identity. Cloud Atlas begins in 1850 with
Adam Ewing, an American notary voyaging from the
Chatham Isles to his home in California. Along the
way, Ewing is befriended by a physician, Dr. Goose,
who begins to treat him for a rare species of brain
parasite. . . . Abruptly, the action jumps to Belgium in
1931, where Robert Frobisher, a disinherited bisexual
composer, contrives his way into the household of an
infirm maestro who has a beguiling wife and a nubile
daughter. . . . From there we jump to the West Coast
in the 1970s and a troubled reporter named Luisa
Rey, who stumbles upon a web of corporate greed
and murder that threatens to claim her life. . . . And
onward, with dazzling virtuosity, to an inglorious
present-day England; to a Korean superstate of the
near future where neocapitalism has run amok; and,
finally, to a postapocalyptic Iron Age Hawaii in the last
days of history. But the story doesn’t end even there.
The narrative then boomerangs back through
Page 32/35

Read Online Strange Tools Art And Human Nature
centuries and space, returning by the same route, in
reverse, to its starting point. Along the way, Mitchell
reveals how his disparate characters connect, how
their fates intertwine, and how their souls drift across
time like clouds across the sky. As wild as a
videogame, as mysterious as a Zen koan, Cloud Atlas
is an unforgettable tour de force that, like its
incomparable author, has transcended its cult classic
status to become a worldwide phenomenon. Praise for
Cloud Atlas “[David] Mitchell is, clearly, a genius. He
writes as though at the helm of some perpetual
dream machine, can evidently do anything, and his
ambition is written in magma across this novel’s
every page.”—The New York Times Book Review “One
of those how-the-holy-hell-did-he-do-it? modern
classics that no doubt is—and should be—read by any
student of contemporary literature.”—Dave Eggers
“Wildly entertaining . . . a head rush, both actionpacked and chillingly ruminative.”—People “The novel
as series of nested dolls or Chinese boxes, a puzzlebook, and yet—not just dazzling, amusing, or clever
but heartbreaking and passionate, too. I’ve never
read anything quite like it, and I’m grateful to have
lived, for a while, in all its many worlds.”—Michael
Chabon “Cloud Atlas ought to make [Mitchell] famous
on both sides of the Atlantic as a writer whose
fearlessness is matched by his talent.”—The
Washington Post Book World “Thrilling . . . One of the
biggest joys in Cloud Atlas is watching Mitchell sashay
from genre to genre without a hitch in his dance
step.”—Boston Sunday Globe “Grand and elaborate . .
. [Mitchell] creates a world and language at once
foreign and strange, yet strikingly familiar and
intimate.”—Los Angeles Times From the Hardcover
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edition.
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