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Amusing Ourselves to Death
Examines the ways in which television has
transformed public discourse--in politics, education,
religion, science, and elsewhere--into a form of
entertainment that undermines exposition,
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explanation and knowledge, in a special anniversary
edition of the classic critique of the influence of the
mass media on a democratic society. Reprint.

The End of Forgetting
One in six children in the developed world is
diagnosed as having 'developmental or behavioural
problems' - this book explains why and shows what
can be done about it. Children throughout the
developed world are suffering: instances of obesity,
dyslexia, ADHD, bad behaviour and so on are all on
the rise. And it's not simply that our willingness to
diagnose has increased; there are very real and
growing problems. Sue Palmer, a former head teacher
and literacy expert, has researched a whole range of
problem areas, from poor diet, lack of exercise and
sleep deprivation to a range of modern difficulties
that are having a major effect: television, computer
games, mobile phones. This combination of factors,
added to the increasingly busy and stressed life of
parents, means that we are developing a toxic new
generation. TOXIC CHILDHOOD illustrates the latest
research from around the world and provides answers
for worried parents as to how they can protect their
families from the problems of the modern world and
help ensure that their children emerge as healthy,
intelligent and pleasant adults.

Building a Bridge to the 18th Century
This timely and innovative book provides a detailed
history of marketing to children, revealing the
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strategies that shape the design of toys and have a
powerful impact on the way children play. Stephen
Kline looks at the history and development of
children's play culture and toys from the teddy bear
and Lego to the Barbie doll, Care Bears and Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles. He profiles the rise of children's
mass media - books, comics, film and television - and
that of the specially stores such as Toys 'R' Us,
revealing how the opportunity to reach large
audiences of children through television was a pivotal
point in developing new approaches to advertising.
Contemporary youngsters, he shows, are catapulted
into a fantastic and chaotic time-space continuum of
action toys thanks to the merchandisers' interest in
animated television. Kline looks at the imagery and
appeal of the toy commercials and at how they
provide a host of stereotyped figures around which
children can organize their imaginative experience.
He shows how the deregulation of advertising in the
United States in the 1980s has led directly to the
development of the new marketing strategies which
use television series to saturate the market with
promotional "character toys". Finally, in a powerful reexamination of the debates about the cultural effects
of television, Out of the Garden asks whether we
should allow our children's play culture to be primarily
defined and created by marketing strategies, pointing
to the unintended consequences of a situation in
which images of real children have all but been
eliminated from narratives about the young.

The Moral Life of Children
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After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler
wanders into a graveyard where the ghosts and other
supernatural residents agree to raise him as one of
their own.

Toxic Childhood
Amusing Ourselves to Death
With nearly 2 million books in print, this Little Apple
series is H-O-T, hot. The SECRET is out -- DROON is
the series that kids, parents, and teachers are talking
about! There's no place like home! Eric and his friends
have finally restored the Rainbow Stairs, but that was
the easy part. Now Gethwing is loose in the Upper
World, and the Moon Dragon is causing big trouble.
Eric, Julie, and Neal have to protect their town, but
they're up against mysterious creatures, strangelybehaving parents, and powerful magic. Can the kids
stop Gethwing before he destroys the Upper World -for good?

The Disappearance Boy
Birthrights
From the vogue for nubile models to the explosion in
the juvenile crime rate, this modern classic of social
history and media traces the precipitous decline of
childhood in America today−and the corresponding
threat to the notion of adulthood. Deftly marshaling a
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vast array of historical and demographic research,
Neil Postman, author of Technopoly, suggests that
childhood is a relatively recent invention, which came
into being as the new medium of print imposed
divisions between children and adults. But now these
divisions are eroding under the barrage of television,
which turns the adult secrets of sex and violence into
poprular entertainment and pitches both news and
advertising at the intellectual level of ten-year-olds.
Informative, alarming, and aphorisitc, The
Disappearance of Childhood is a triumph of history
and prophecy.

Feeling Like a Kid
In this witty, often terrifying work of cultural criticism,
the author of Amusing Ourselves to Death chronicles
our transformation into a Technopoly: a society that
no longer merely uses technology as a support
system but instead is shaped by it—with radical
consequences for the meanings of politics, art,
education, intelligence, and truth.

Out of the Garden
Teaching as a Conserving Activity
A guide to interpreting television news discusses how
news programs are presented and the difference
between what they say they present and what they
actually deliver.
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How to Watch TV News
Warning: Don't read if your heart is weak! A vigilante
uses an ingenious new method to end homelessness
in a coveted beach city. The mission focuses not on
the homeless, but on those who are unsympathetic to
their plight. Carefully-targeted fear cures public
apathy toward the impoverished. The city's terrified
citizens flaunt the Golden Rule in a desperate attempt
to avoid the vigilante's wrath.

A Mysterious Disappearance
In this comprehensive response to the education
crisis, the author of Teaching as a Subversive Activity
returns to the subject that established his reputation
as one of our most insightful social critics. Postman
presents useful models with which schools can restore
a sense of purpose, tolerance, and a respect for
learning.

The Disappearance of Childhood
When their father is taken away by strangers, the
lives of three children are altered forever. They move
with their mother to a cottage by a railway. The
railway becomes their playground, and they befriend
the rail workers and passengers who eventually help
to reunite them with their father.

The Invention of Childhood
A novel about the truths--some wonderful, some
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terrible--that children know and adults do not." --Time
Magazine "They say you cannot go home again, and
that is as true as a knife . . ." A man returns to the site
of his childhood home where, years before, he knew a
girl named Lettie Hempstock who showed him the
most marvelous, dangerous, and outrageous things,
but when he gets there he learns that nothing is as he
remembered. Wondrous, imaginative, impossible, and
at times deeply scary, The Ocean at the End of the
Lane is classic Neil Gaiman and has captured the
hearts of readers everywhere. --Charles DeLint, The
Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction on The
Ocean at the End of the Lane

Technopoly
So many questions, such an imagination, endless
speculation: the child seems to be a natural
philosopher--until the ripe old age of eight or nine,
when the spirit of inquiry mysteriously fades. What
happened? Was it something we did--or didn't do?
Was the child truly the philosophical being he once
seemed? Gareth Matthews takes up these concerns in
The Philosophy of Childhood, a searching account of
children's philosophical potential and of childhood as
an area of philosophical inquiry. Seeking a philosophy
that represents the range and depth of children's
inquisitive minds, Matthews explores both how
children think and how we, as adults, think about
them. Adult preconceptions about the mental life of
children tend to discourage a child's philosophical
bent, Matthews suggests, and he probes the sources
of these limiting assumptions: restrictive notions of
Page 7/20

Download File PDF The Disappearance Of
Childhood Neil Postman
maturation and conceptual development; possible
lapses in episodic memory; the experience of identity
and growth as "successive selves," which separate us
from our own childhoods. By exposing the
underpinnings of our adult views of childhood,
Matthews, a philosopher and longtime advocate of
children's rights, clears the way for recognizing the
philosophy of childhood as a legitimate field of
inquiry. He then conducts us through various
influential models for understanding what it is to be a
child, from the theory that individual development
recapitulates the development of the human species
to accounts of moral and cognitive development,
including Piaget's revolutionary model. The
metaphysics of playdough, the authenticity of
children's art, the effects of divorce and intimations of
mortality on a child--all have a place in Matthews's
rich discussion of the philosophical nature of
childhood. His book will prompt us to reconsider the
distinctions we make about development and the
competencies of mind, and what we lose by denying
childhood its full philosophical breadth.

Fools
The Invention of Childhood will paint a vivid picture of
the lives of children in Britain from pagan AngloSaxon times to the present day. Drawing heavily on
primary sources, such as diaries, autobiographies,
paintings, photographs and letters, the book will
present a complete chronological history of the
experience of children in Britain during the past 1500
years. We will learn the key elements that have
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shaped their lives down the ages and how this has
differed as a result of gender, geography and
ethnicity. The book will also relate children's lives to
larger events in national and international history.
Written by Hugh Cunningham the Professor of History
at the Universtity of Kent at Canterbury, and an
expert on childhood history - the book will accompany
the Radio 4 series presented by the highly respected
children's author Michael Morpurgo. Michael is
contributing a lengthy foreword to the book. 'The
Invention of Childhood' will expand on a number of
key themes from the radio series, including the idea
of childhood as a distinct stage of life. Opinions on
when childhood should start and end, and how it
differs from adulthood have changed considerably
down the centuries. And these inventions and
reinventions of childhood (hence the title) have had a
profound effect on children's lives. The prolonged
childhood we enjoy in Britain today was a luxury few
could afford in the past. This fascinating study will
draw attention to the ways in which we may find
childhood and children in the past quite similar to the
present and to ways in which childrens lives from the
past seem to differ sharply from the lives children
lead today.

The Vanishing American Adult
Thanks to Facebook and Instagram, our younger
selves have been captured and preserved online. But
what happens, Kate Eichhorn asks, when we can’t
leave our most embarrassing moments behind?
Rather than a childhood cut short by a loss of
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innocence, the real crisis of the digital age may be the
specter of a childhood that can never be forgotten.

Childhood's End
An in-depth investigation from the renowned child
psychiatrist and Pulitzer Prize-winning author:
“Fascinating.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review In
this searching, vivid inquiry, Robert Coles shows how
children struggle with questions of moral choice.
Bringing to life the voices of children from a rich
diversity of backgrounds, including regions plagued
by poverty or social unrest, he explores their
reactions to movies and stories, their moral conduct,
their conversations and relationships with friends and
family, and their anxieties about themselves and the
fate of the world. Whether they are from the poorest
classes of Rio de Janeiro or middle-class America,
these children lead lives of intense moral awareness.
“What meaning do terms like ‘conscience’ or ‘moral
purpose’ hold for malnourished, sick, poorly clothed
children in Brazilian slums or South African hovels,
children whose main goal is to survive another day? In
attempting to answer this question, child psychiatrist
Coles shows how children in the most trying
circumstances manage to maintain their moral
dignity.”—Publishers Weekly

The Railway Children
The Graveyard Book
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The End of Education
At a time when we are reexamining our values,
reeling from the pace of change, witnessing the clash
between good instincts and "pragmatism," dealing
with the angst of a new millennium, Neil Postman,
one of our most distinguished observers of
contemporary society, provides for us a source of
guidance and inspiration. In Building a Bridge to the
Eighteenth Century he revisits the Enlightenment,
that great flowering of ideas that provided a humane
direction for the future -- ideas that formed our nation
and that we would do well to embrace anew. He turns
our attention to Goethe, Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot,
Kant, Edward Gibbon, Adam Smith, Thomas Paine,
Jefferson, and Franklin, and to their then-radical
thinking about inductive science, religious and
political freedom, popular education, rational
commerce, the nation-state, progress, and happiness.
Postman calls for a future connected to traditions that
provide sane authority and meaningful purpose -- as
opposed to an overreliance on technology and an
increasing disregard for the lessons of history. And he
argues passionately for specific new guidelines in the
education of our children, with renewed emphasis on
developing the intellect as successfully as we are
developing a computer-driven world. Witty,
provocative, and brilliantly reasoned, Building a
Bridge to the Eighteenth Century is Neil Postman's
most radical, and most commonsensical, book yet.
From the Hardcover edition.

Disappearance
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This wildly imaginative collection presents the
misadventures of unlikely heroine Eleanor Stoddard
as she tries to lead an exemplary life but finds that
things just keep going awry. In the summer after sixth
grade, she dreams of being as courageous as Anne
Frank. As a teenager, her sudden devotion to
Catholicism coincides with her crush on a nun. As a
suburban housewife who suspects her husband of
having an affair, she imitates Nancy Drew to try to
solve her own personal mystery. And as a middleaged woman, she embarks on a trek through Central
America accompanied by a rescued laboratory gorilla.
While Eleanor makes her way through a whirlwind of
adventures with life and love in which she is
constantly reinventing her identity and rethinking her
priorities, she manages to become a first-rate
student, a published poet, and a loyal mother. Each
story offers a glimpse into her familiar and charmingly
odd journey, and she comes hilariously to life in these
disarming tales.

Causation and Counterfactuals
Argues that the intrusion of television into every
home introduces children too early to adult concepts
and activities and subverts their ability to think
abstractly, and the very concept of childhood is being
destroyed

Coraline
THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER In an era
of safe spaces, trigger warnings, and an
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unprecedented election, the country's youth are in
crisis. Senator Ben Sasse warns the nation about the
existential threat to America's future. Raised by wellmeaning but overprotective parents and coddled by
well-meaning but misbegotten government programs,
America's youth are ill-equipped to survive in our
highly-competitive global economy. Many of the
coming-of-age rituals that have defined the American
experience since the Founding: learning the value of
working with your hands, leaving home to start a
family, becoming economically self-reliant—are being
delayed or skipped altogether. The statistics are
daunting: 30% of college students drop out after the
first year, and only 4 in 10 graduate. One in three
18-to-34 year-olds live with their parents. From these
disparate phenomena: Nebraska Senator Ben Sasse
who as president of a Midwestern college observed
the trials of this generation up close, sees an
existential threat to the American way of life. In The
Vanishing American Adult, Sasse diagnoses the
causes of a generation that can't grow up and offers a
path for raising children to become active and
engaged citizens. He identifies core formative
experiences that all young people should pursue: hard
work to appreciate the benefits of labor, travel to
understand deprivation and want, the power of
reading, the importance of nurturing your body—and
explains how parents can encourage them. Our
democracy depends on responsible, contributing
adults to function properly—without them America
falls prey to populist demagogues. A call to arms, The
Vanishing American Adult will ignite a much-needed
debate about the link between the way we're raising
our children and the future of our country.
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The Ocean at the End of the Lane
The Moon Dragon (The Secrets of Droon
#26)
A collection of important recent work on
thecounterfactual analysis of causation.

Theorizing Childhood
Reggie Rainbow got his name at the orphanage. He
had polio as a child, and seventeen years of using
crutches have given him strong hands and nimble
fingers. It is this dexterity, perfect for illusions, which
first led Mr. Brookes to hire him for the act. Reggie
has been a disappearance boy for years now, making
a long string of alluring assistants vanish while Mr.
Brookes tricks and misdirects the audience. But in the
spring of 1953, the public no longer seem interested
in illusionists. Bookings are slim, even in London.
When Mr. Brookes gets a new slot at the down-at-theheel Brighton Grand, Reggie finds himself in a strange
town, one full of dark and unexplored corners. And it
is the arrival of Pamela Rose, a beautiful new
assistant, that truly turns his life upside down. As the
Grand's spectacular Coronation show nears, Reggie
begins to wonder how much of his own life has been
an act-and sets out to find somebody who
disappeared from his life long ago. Masterful and
heartfelt, The Disappearance Boy is the tale of one
young man coming into adulthood amidst the smokeand-mirrors backstage world; a story of love, tears,
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and illusion-of all that stays behind the curtain.

Anansi Boys
In the Retro Hugo Award–nominated novel that
inspired the Syfy miniseries, alien invaders bring
peace to Earth—at a grave price: “A first-rate tour de
force” (The New York Times). In the near future,
enormous silver spaceships appear without warning
over mankind’s largest cities. They belong to the
Overlords, an alien race far superior to humanity in
technological development. Their purpose is to
dominate Earth. Their demands, however, are
surprisingly benevolent: end war, poverty, and
cruelty. Their presence, rather than signaling the end
of humanity, ushers in a golden age . . . or so it
seems. Without conflict, human culture and progress
stagnate. As the years pass, it becomes clear that the
Overlords have a hidden agenda for the evolution of
the human race that may not be as benevolent as it
seems. “Frighteningly logical, believable, and grimly
prophetic . . . Clarke is a master.” —Los Angeles
Times

Teaching as a Subversive Activity
In this engaging and reflective essay, Jerry Griswold
examines the unique qualities of childhood
experience and their reappearance as frequent
themes in children’s literature. Surveying dozens of
classic and popular works for the young—from Heidi
and The Wizard of Oz to Beatrix Potter and Harry
Potter—Griswold demonstrates how great children's
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writers succeed because of their uncanny ability to
remember what it feels like to be a kid: playing under
tables, shivering in bed on a scary night, arranging
miniature worlds with toys, zooming around as caped
superheroes, listening to dolls talk. No softheaded
discussion of kids’ “cute” convictions nor a
developmentally-focused critique of their “immature”
beliefs, Feeling Like a Kid boldly and honestly
identifies the ways in which the young think and see
the world in a manner different from that of adults.
Written by a leading scholar, prize-winning author,
and frequent contributor to the Los Angeles Times,
this extensively illustrated book will fascinate general
readers as well as all those who study childhood and
children's literature.

Disappearing Ingenue
Leon Tolchinsky is ecstatic. He’s landed a terrific
teaching job in an idyllic Russian hamlet. When he
arrives, he finds people sweeping dust from the
stoops back into their houses and people milking
upside down to get more cream. The town has been
cursed with Chronic Stupidity for two hundred years,
and Leon’s job is to break the curse. No one tells him
that if he stays over twenty-four hours and fails to
break the curse, he too becomes stupid. But he has
fallen in love with a girl so stupid, she has only
recently learned how to sit down.

The Hurried Child
A novel.
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Teaching As a Subversive Activity
Mindy Moo Cow lives on smiling face farm with her
friends David Dog, Cindy Cat, Pasty Pony and Jeff
Jackrabbit. When three little ducklings disobey their
mother and leave the safety of the pond, danger
follows them every step of the way. It's up to Mindy
and the farm animals to rescue them before it's to
late.

The Adventures of Mindy Moo Cow on
Smiling Face Farm
In An Introduction to Childhood, Heather Montgomery
examines the role children have played within
anthropology, how they have been studied by
anthropologists and how they have been portrayed
and analyzed in ethnographic monographs over the
last one hundred and fifty years. Offers a
comprehensive overview of childhood from an
anthropological perspective Draws upon a wide range
of examples and evidence from different geographical
areas and belief systems Synthesizes existing
literature on the anthropology of childhood, while
providing a fresh perspective Engages students with
illustrative ethnographies to illuminate key topics and
themes

The Disappearance of Childhood
A no-holds-barred assault on outdated teaching
methods--with dramatic and practical proposals on
how education can be made relevant to today's world.
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From the Trade Paperback edition.

Summerhill
Elkind calls readers attentions to the crippling
stresses on children forced to grow up too fast,
children mimicking adult sophistication while
secretely yearning for innocence.

An Introduction to Childhood
Examines the effects of television culture on how we
conduct our public affairs and how "entertainment
values" corrupt the way we think.

Dire Means
In this #1 New York Times bestseller, Neil Gaiman
returns to the territory of his masterpiece, American
Gods (soon to be a Starz Original Series) to once
again probe the dark recesses of the soul. God is
dead. Meet the kids. Fat Charlie Nancy’s normal life
ended the moment his father dropped dead on a
Florida karaoke stage. Charlie didn’t know his dad was
a god. And he never knew he had a brother. Now
brother Spider is on his doorstep—about to make Fat
Charlie’s life more interesting . . . and a lot more
dangerous. “Thrilling, spooky, and wondrous.”
—Denver Post “Awesomely inventive.… When you
take the free-fall plunge into a Neil Gaiman book,
anything can happen and anything invariably does.”
—Entertainment Weekly “Delightful, funny and
affecting. A tall tale to end all tall tales.”
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—Washington Post Book World

The Disappearance of Childhood
When a young girl ventures through a hidden door,
she finds another life with shocking similarities to her
own. Coraline has moved to a new house with her
parents and she is fascinated by the fact that their
'house' is in fact only half a house! Divided into flats
years before, there is a brick wall behind a door
where once there was a corridor. One day it is a
corridor again and the intrepid Coraline wanders
down it. And so a nightmare-ish mystery begins that
takes Coraline into the arms of counterfeit parents
and a life that isn't quite right. Can Coraline get out?
Can she find her real parents? Will life ever be the
same again?

The Philosophy of Childhood
A psychologist proposes a restructured American
society in which children can vote, work, reject
compulsory education, choose their guardians, and
enjoy the other privileges of adulthood
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