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The Book of Lights

DO NOT BE AFRAID We live in a fearful and cowardly
time. Some are anxious and withdrawn, seeking to
escape the notice of whatever scares them. Others
mask their fear with fighting and quarrelsomeness.
The root of all of this fear is the fear that we might
lose our belonging in whatever tribe in which we seek
safety, the fear that we might have to stand alone.
The crisis we face is not a crisis of clarity but a crisis
of courage. Our problem is not so much a lack of
knowledge as a lack of nerve. And yet, Jesus told us
that we are to stand with courage. That doesn’t mean
that we will be fearless, but that we will know how to
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face our fear and keep walking toward the voice that
calls us homeward. Gospel courage is nothing like the
bravado of this anxious age. The call to courage is
terrifying because the call to courage is a call to be
crucified. In The Courage to Stand, bestselling and
award-winning author Russell Moore calls readers to a
Christ-empowered courage by pointing the way to
real freedom from fear—the way of the cross. That
way means integrity through brokenness, community
through loneliness, power through weakness, and a
future through irrelevance. On the other side of fear is
freedom: the freedom to stand.

The Sky of Now

A collection of stories about six different young people
who each experience a life-changing event.

In the Beginning

"Writing at its best is an exalted state, an unlocking of
the unconscious and imagination and a contact with
sanctity." One of America's most popular Jewish
writers, Chaim Potok (b. 1929) is the author of such
novels as The Chosen (1967), The Promise (1969),
The Book of Lights (1981), and Davita's Harp (1985).
Each of his novels explores the tension between
tradition and modernity, and the clash between
Jewish culture and contemporary Western civilization,
which he calls "core-to-core culture confrontation."
Although primarily known as a novelist, Potok is an
ordained Conservative rabbi and a world-class Judaic
scholar who has also published children's books,
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theological discourses, biographies, and histories.
Conversations with Chaim Potok presents interviews
ranging from 1976 to 1999. Potok discusses the broad
range of his writing and the deep influence of non-
Jewish novels-in particular, Evelyn Waugh's
Brideshead Revisited and James Joyce's Portrait of the
Artist as a Young Man-on his work. Interviews bear
witness to Potok's many other influences-Orthodox
Jewish doctrine, Freudian psychoanalytical theory,
Picasso's Guernica, and Jewish kabbalah mysticism.
Though labeled an American Jewish writer, Potok
argues that Flannery O'Connor should then be called
an American Catholic writer and John Updike an
American Protestant writer. "In his mind," editor
Daniel Walden writes, "just as Faulkner was a writer
focused on a particular place, Oxford, Mississippi, . . .
so Potok's territory was a small section of New York
City." Potok often explores conflict in his writings and
in his interviews. Strict Jewish teachings deem fiction
an artifice and therefore unnecessary, yet since the
age of sixteen Potok has been driven to write novels.
At the root of all of these conversations is Potok's
intense interest in the turmoil between Jewish culture,
religion, and tradition and what he calls "Western
secular humanism." As he discusses his work, he
continually includes broader issues, such as the state
of Jewish literature and art, pointing out with pride
and enthusiasm his belief that Jewish culture, in the
twentieth century, has finally begun to have a
significant role in producing and shaping the world's
art and literature. Whether discussing the finer details
of Talmudic textual analysis or his period of
chaplaincy during the Korean War, Potok is articulate
and philosophical, bringing deep consideration into
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what may seem small subjects. Although his novels
and histories take place primarily in the recent past,
the Chaim Potok that emerges from this collection is a
writer deeply rooted in the tensions of the present.
Daniel Walden is Professor Emeritus of American
Studies, English and Comparative Literature at Penn
State University. He has written or edited several
books, including On Being Jewish (1974), Twentieth
Century American Jewish Writers (1984), The World of
Chaim Potok (1985), and American Jewish Poets: The
Roots and the Stems (1990).

The Gods of Tango

THE STORY: MY NAME IS ASHER LEV follows the
journey of a young Jewish painter torn between his
Hassidic upbringing and his desperate need to fulfill
his artistic promise. When his artistic genius threatens
to destroy his relationship with his paren

Everything Beautiful Began After

"Powerful . . . It successfully recreates a time and
place and the journey of a soul."--The New York Times
All beginnings are hard--that is the lesson David Lurie
learns early and painfully in his life. As a boy in the
depression-shadowed Bronx, he must begin to hold
his own against neighborhood bullies and the
treacherous frailties of his own health. As a young
man in a world menaced by a distant, horrifying war,
he must begin once more--this time to define a
resolute path of personal belief that departs boldly
from the tradition of his teachers and his own father,
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a courageous defender of their people. Learning how
to remember his past as he nourishes the future,
David struggles to complete his first long journey into
ancient beginnings. "A major work in every
sense."--Pittsburgh Press

Rise Up!

For Davita Chandal, growing up in New York in the
1930s and '40s is an experience of indescribable
joy—and unfathomable sadness. Her loving parents,
both fervent radicals, fill her with the fiercely bright
hope for a new, better world. But the deprivations of
war and the Depression take their ruthless toll. And
Davita, unexpectedly, finds in the Jewish faith that her
mother had long ago abandoned both a solace to her
questioning inner pain and a test of her budding spirit
of independence. To her, life's elusive possibilities for
happiness, for fulfillment, for decency, become as real
and resonant as the music of the small harp that
hangs on her door, welcoming all guests with its
sweet, gentle tones. Praise for Davita's Harp “Rich . . .
enchanting . . . [Chaim] Potok's bravest book.”—The
New York Times Book Review “It is an enormous
pleasure to sink into such a rich . . . solidly written
novel. The reader knows from the first few pages that
he is in the hands of a sure professional who won't let
him down.”—People “Engrossing . . . Filled with a host
of richly drawn characters. Potok is a master
storyteller.”—Chicago Tribune “Gripping and
intriguing . . . A well-told tale that needed
telling.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer
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A Single Pebble

At the center of the novel is Gershon Loran--a young
rabbi, the product of a parochial New York Jewish
upbringing--whose early life [was] shaped by darkly
irrational circumstances It is this young man--raised in
the absolute belief that 'the Jewish religion made a
fundamental difference in the world'--who at the end
of the Korean War, finds himself a chaplain in a
country where Judaism has played no part Gershon
begins to see his own people--and himself--in a new
light Gershon has the most disturbing of his
visions--encompassing both light and dark, both good
and evil, just as life must; just as, he begins to
understand, Judaism must, if it is to remain a living
faith.

Private Life

"February 1913- When seventeen-year-old Leda,
clutching only a suitcase and her father's cherished
violin, arrives in Buenos Aires, she is shocked to find
that the husband she has travelled across an ocean to
reach has been killed. Unable to return home, alone,
and on the brink of destitution, she is seduced by the
tango, the dance that underscores life in her new city.
Leda knows, however, that she can never play in
public as a woman, so she disguises herself as a
young man to join a troupe of musicians. In the illicit,
scandalous world of brothels and cabarets, the lines
between Leda and her disguise begin to blur, and
romantic longings that she has long kept suppressed
are realized for the first time."
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John

Jason is upset that he has to move for the third time
in five years, but he gains comfort from his favorite
tree and from the gift of a young tree that he can take
with him to his new home.

Visual Faith

A Study Guide for Chaim Potok's "My Name Is Asher
Lev," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project,
trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.

The Witch's Brat

Before The Lost Get-Back Boogie appeared to wide
acclaim in 1986, James Lee Burke had been out of
print in cloth for thirteen years and his fifth novel had
received a record 111 rejection letters. "LSU Press put
me back in the game and turned my career around,"
Burke says. The novels and stories Burke had written
during those years of rejection eventually became the
stuff of the Dave Robicheaux series, which has earned
him two Edgar Awards.Reviews of The Lost Get-Back
Boogie now seem prescient. "This is the book that
Burke was born to write—and you're grateful he did,"
wrote syndicated reviewer Nancy Pate. "It's the sort of
novel that could win Burke a wider readership," said
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the Wichita Eagle-Beacon. And from the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, "The Lost Get-Back Boogie was my
introduction to Burke, and it is a cherished one. Burke
demonstrates a rare ability to write an extraordinarily
propulsive tale that borders on genre fiction without
ever being less than literature." The novel's title is
also the name of the song that Iry Paret—a honky-
tonk musician, Korean vet, and ex-con—wants to
write to hold his memories of a "more uncomplicated
time," before the war, before prison. The book opens
the day thirty-year-old Iry leaves Louisiana's Angola
state penitentiary, after serving two years for
manslaughter, and follows him to Montana, where he
hopes to stay cool and out of trouble by working hard
on a ranch owned by the father of his prison pal,
Buddy Riordan. Iry finds the fresh start he seeks, joins
a weekend band, and even falls in love. But the
Riordan family's problems deal Iry a new sort of
trouble with some ultimately tragic consequences.
The Lost Get-Back Boogie is a novel about loyalty and
friendship, betrayal and loss. It is about essentially
good people and their attempts to define the value of
their lives and to find their place in a changing,
complicated world. And it is the work of James Lee
Burke at the top of his form.

The Scarlet Seed

After studying at Oxford University and finding God,
Carolyn Weber grappled with a new invitation: to
think bigger about love. Through Weber's personal
story of courtship, marriage, and parenthood, as well
as spiritual, theological, and literary reflection, this
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memoir explores what life looks like when we choose
to love God first.

Moses Supposes His Toeses Are Roses

Penned by one of America's best-known daily theatre
critics and organized chronologically, this lively and
readable book tells the story of Broadway's
renaissance from the darkest days of the AIDS crisis,
via the disaster that was Spiderman: Turn off the Dark
through the unparalleled financial, artistic and
political success of Lin-Manuel Miranda's Hamilton. It
is the story of the embrace of risk and substance. In
so doing, Chris Jones makes the point that the theatre
thrived by finally figuring out how to embrace the
bold statement and insert itself into the national
conversation - only to find out in 2016 that a hefty
sector of the American public had not been listening
to what it had to say. Chris Jones was in the theatres
when and where it mattered. He takes readers from
the moment when Tony Kushner's angel crashed
(quite literally) through the ceiling of prejudice and
religious intolerance to the triumph of Hamilton, with
the coda of the Broadway cast addressing a new
Republican vice-president from the stage. That
complex performance - at once indicative of the
theatre's new clout and its inability to fully change
American society for the better - is the final scene of
the book.

Sex and the City of God

Mark Doty's prose has been hailed as "tempered and
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tough, sorrowing and serene" (The New York Times
Book Review) and "achingly beautiful" (The Boston
Globe). In Still Life with Oysters and Lemon he offers a
stunning exploration of our attachment to ordinary
things-how we invest objects with human store, and
why.

Of Beetles and Angels

In the castle of Parfois, glaring down over the debated
lands of the Welsh border, young Harry Talvace is
held prisoner by his father's sometime patron and
later destroyer, Ralph Isambard. Captive and captor,
bound together by implacable hatred and reluctant
affection, seem doomed to stalemate. Then the threat
of civil war in England lays Isambard open to his
enemies, and Harry abruptly reaches self-knowledge
and maturity. The story reaches a strange and violent
climax as the principal characters are drawn together
in the final siege of Parfois under the towering shadow
of the first Harry's master-work, the great church he
gave his life to finish..

Paul and the Trinity

A flight lesson aboard Uncle Conor's plane helps ten-
year-old Brian overcome his fear of heights.

Conversations with Chaim Potok

Almost from the earliest days of the church, John's
distinctive presentation of Jesus has provoked
discussion about its place among the other Gospels.
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One cannot help but see the differences from the
Synoptics and wonder about the origins and character
of John. In this new volume in the New Testament
Library series, Marianne Meye Thompson explores the
ministry and significance of Jesus of Nazareth as
presented in the Gospel of John, paying special
attention to the social, cultural, and historical
contexts that produced it. John's Gospel, Thompson
posits, is the product of a social-cultural world whose
language, commitments, and contours must be
investigated in order to read John's narrative well. In
doing so, Thompson studies the narrative, structure,
central themes, and theological and rhetorical
arguments found in the Fourth Gospel. Thompson's
expert commentary unpacks and illuminates John's
unique witness to Jesusâ€"who he was, what he did,
and what that means. The New Testament Library
series offers authoritative commentary on every book
and major aspect of the New Testament, providing
fresh translations based on the best available ancient
manuscripts, critical portrayals of the historical world
in which the books were created, careful attention to
their literary design, and a theologically perceptive
exposition of the biblical text. The contributors are
scholars of international standing. The editorial board
consists of C. Clifton Black, Princeton Theological
Seminary; M. Eugene Boring, Brite Divinity School;
and John T. Carroll, Union Presbyterian Seminary.

Netherland

A baseball game between Jewish schools is the
catalyst that starts a bitter rivalry between two boys
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and their fathers.

The Lost Get-Back Boogie

“Apowerful meditation on the undying nature of love
and the often cruel beauty ofone’s own fate. This is a
novel you simply must read!” —Andre Dubus III, New
York Times bestselling author of Townie FromSimon
Van Booy, the award-winning author of LoveBegins in
Winter and The Secret Lives of People in Love,
comesa debut novel of longing and discovery amidst
the ruins of Athens. Withechoes of Nicole Krauss’s The
History of Love and CharlesBaxter’s The Feast of
Love, Van Booy’sresonant tale of threeisolated,
disaffected adults discovering one another in Greece
is thecompelling product of an inquisitive, visionary
talent. In the words of RobertOlen Butler, Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of A Good Scent from a
StrangeMountain, “Simon Van Booy knows a great
deal about the complex longings of thehuman heart.”

God in Himself

An in-depth study of the eight major novels by
renowned Jewish-American writer, Chaim Potok.

Old Men at Midnight

“Extraordinary . . . No one but Chaim Potok could
have written this strangely sweet, compelling, and
deeply felt novel.”—The Cleveland Plain Dealer In his
powerful My Name is Asher Lev, Chaim Potok gave
the world an unforgettable character and a timeless
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story that The New York Times Book Review hailed as
“little short of a work of genius.” The Chicago Sun-
Times declared it “a story that had to be told.” Now,
Chaim Potok’s beloved character returns to learn, to
teach, to dream, in The Gift of Asher Lev. Twenty
years have passed. Asher Lev is a world-renowned
artist living with his young family in France. Still, he is
unsure of his artistic direction. Success has not
brought ease to his heart. Then Asher’s beloved uncle
dies suddenly, and Asher and his family rush back to
Brooklyn—and into a world that Asher thought he had
left behind forever. It is a journey of confrontation and
discovery as Asher purges his past in search of new
inspiration for his art and begins to understand the
true meaning of sacrifice and the painful joy in
sharing the most precious gift of all. Praise for The
Gift of Asher Lev “A masterwork.”—Newsday “Rivals
anything Chaim Potok has ever produced. It is a book
written with passion about passion. You’re not likely
to read anything better this year.”—The Detroit News
“Fascinating.”—The Washington Post Book World
“Very moving.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer

The Collected Plays of Chaim Potok

“[Chaim] Potok writes powerfully about the suffering
of innocent people caught in the cross-fire of a war
they cannot begin to understand. . . . Humanity and
compassion for his characters leap from every
page.”—San Francisco Chronicle As the Chinese and
the army of the North sweep south during the Korean
War, an old peasant farmer and his wife flee their
village across the bleak, bombed-out landscape. They
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soon come upon a boy in a ditch who is wounded and
unconscious. Stirred by possessiveness and caring the
woman refuses to leave the boy behind. The man
thinks she is crazy to nurse this boy, to risk their lives
for some dying stranger. Angry and bewildered, he
waits for the boy to die. And when the boy does not
die, the old man begins to believe that the boy
possesss a magic upon which all their lives depend. . .
.

The Promise

Left as an emotional zombie after witnessing the
murder of his family during the Nazi Holocaust, a
Harlem pawnbroker runs his shop as a front for
organized crime

Chaim Potok

Includes "Algie and the Bear," "The Tooter," and
"Dizzy McPete."

My Name is Asher Lev

A young American engineer sent to China to inspect
the unruly Yangtze River travels up through the river's
gorges searching for dam sites. Pulled on a junk
hauled by forty-odd trackers, he is carried, too, into
the settled, ancient way of life of the people of the
Yangtze -- until the interplay of his life with theirs
comes to a dramatic climax.

I Am the Clay
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Read the story that has inspired millions The desert, I
remember. The shrieking hyenas, I remember.I
remember playing soccer with rocks, and a strange
man telling me and my brother Tewolde that we had
to go on a trip and Tewolde refusing to go. The man
took out a piece of gum and Tewolde happily traded it
for his homeland. So begins the remarkable true story
of a young boy's journey from civil war in east Africa
to a refugee camp in Sudan, to a childhood on welfare
in an affluent American suburb, and eventually to a
full-tuition scholarship at Harvard University.
Following his father's advice to "treat all people-even
the most unsightly beetles-as though they were
angels sent from heaven," Mawi overcomes the
challenges of language barriers, cultural differences,
racial prejudice, and financial disadvantage to build a
fulfilling, successful life for himself in his new home.
Of Beetles and Angels is at once a harrowing survival
story and a compelling examination of the refugee
experience. With hundreds of thousands of copies
sold since its initial publication, the unforgettable
memoir continues to touch and inspire readers. This
special fifteenth anniversary edition features bonus
materials, including a new introduction and afterword
by the author. *please note the updated anniversary
edition will be released in June. Orders placed before
that edition is available will receive the current
paperback*

The Tree of Here

New York Times Book Review Best Book of the Year In
a New York City made phantasmagorical by the
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events of 9/11, and left alone after his English wife
and son return to London, Hans van den Broek
stumbles upon the vibrant New York subculture of
cricket, where he revisits his lost childhood and,
thanks to a friendship with a charismatic and
charming Trinidadian named Chuck Ramkissoon,
begins to reconnect with his life and his adopted
country. As the two men share their vastly different
experiences of contemporary immigrant life in
America, an unforgettable portrait emerges of an
"other" New York populated by immigrants and
strivers of every race and nationality.

The Green Branch

Paul s ways of speaking about God, Jesus, and the
Spirit are intricately intertwined: talking about any
one of the three, for Paul, implies reference to all of
them together. However, much current Pauline
scholarship discusses Paul s God-, Christ-, and Spirit-
language without reference to trinitarian theology. In
contrast to that trend, Wesley Hill argues in this book
that later, post-Pauline trinitarian theologies represent
a better approach, opening a fresh angle on Paul s
earlier talk about God the Father, Jesus Christ, and
the Spirit. Hill looks critically at certain well-known
discussions in the field of New Testament studies --
those by N. T. Wright, Richard Bauckham, Larry
Hurtado, and others -- in light of patristic and
contemporary trinitarian theologies, resulting in an
innovative approach to an old set of questions.
Adeptly integrating biblical exegesis and historical-
systematic theology, Hill s Paul and the Trinity shows
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how trinitarian theologies illumine interpretive
difficulties in a way that more recent theological
concepts have failed to do.

The Courage to Stand

While Chaim Potok is most famous for his novels,
particularly his first book The Chosen (1967)—which
was listed on The New York Times bestseller list for 39
weeks and sold more than 3,400,000 copies—he also
wrote plays, which are collected and published here
for the first time. Rena Potok edited the collection and
wrote the introduction. This book features all five of
Potok’s plays, production notes on each of the plays,
prefaces by the directors, and the transcript of a post-
performance discussion on Out of the Depths
featuring Chaim Potok and Prof. David Roskies, which
appears for the first time in print, in this volume.
Includes: Out of the Depths (Performed in Philadelphia
in 1990. The last version was a 1990 video of the
staged workshop performance. The play was
reconstructed for this collection by Rena Potok and
David Bassuk, the play’s director and co-creator,
based on the video and on the final rehearsal script.)
Sins of the Father: The Carnival and The Gallery
(Performed in Philadelphia in 1990. Adapted from
scenes in Chaim Potok’s novels The Promise and My
Name is Asher Lev.) The Play of Lights (Performed in
Philadelphia in 1992. Adapted from Chaim Potok’s
novel The Book of Lights.) The Chosen (Premiered in
1999 and performed widely since then. Adapted from
the novel of the same name into a play by Chaim
Potok and Aaron Posner. This volume contains the
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most recent authorized version of the play.)

A Study Guide for Chaim Potok's "My
Name Is Asher Lev"

Asher Lev is a gifted loner, the artist who painted the
sensational Brooklyn Crucifixion. Into it he poured all
the anguish and torment a Jew can feel when torn
between the faith of his fathers and the calling of his
art. Here Asher Lev plunges back into his childhood
and recounts the story of love and conflict which
dragged him to this crossroads.

The Pawnbroker

"REMARKABLE . . . A WONDERFUL STORY." --The
Boston Globe The father is a high-ranking Communist
officer, a Jew who survived Stalin's purges. The son is
a "refusenik," who risked his life and happiness to
protest everything his father held dear. Now, Chaim
Potok, beloved author of the award-winning novels
The Chosen and My Name is Asher Lev, unfolds the
gripping true story of a father, a son, and a conflict
that spans Soviet history. Drawing on taped
interviews and his harrowing visits to Russia, Potok
traces the public and privates lives of the Slepak
family: Their passions and ideologies, their struggles
to reconcile their identities as Russians and as Jews,
their willingness to fight--and die--for diametrically
opposed political beliefs. "[A] vivid account . . .
[Potok] brings a novelist's passion and eye for detail
to a gripping story that possesses many of the
elements of fiction--except that it's all too true." --San
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Francisco Chronicle From the Trade Paperback
edition.

My Name is Asher Lev

The Abbey of New Minster means safety to Lovel. It is
the reign of Henry I in England, and the monks protect
Lovel from the people who think that, because of his
crooked back and healing skills, he must be a witch.
And, he has nowhere else to go. Then he meets
Rahere, the King’s Jester, in the abbey – and makes a
bargain that will take Lovel to London, to establish a
life of his own at the great hospital of St Bartholomew.

The Vampire

How do we know God? Can we know God as he is in
himself? Theologians have argued for the role of
natural and supernatural revelation, while others have
argued that we know God only on the basis of the
incarnation. In this SCDS volume, Steven J. Duby casts
a vision for integrating natural theology, the
incarnation, and metaphysics in a Christian
description of God in himself .

Davita's Harp

Vampires are the most fearsome and fascinating of all
creatures of folklore. For the first time, detailed
accounts of the vampire and how its tradition
developed in different cultures are gathered in one
volume by eminent folklorist Alan Dundes. Eleven
leading scholars from the fields of Slavic studies,
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history, anthropology, and psychiatry unearth the true
nature of the vampire from its birth in graveyard lore
to the modern-day psychiatric patient with a
penchant for drinking blood. The Vampire: A
Casebook takes this legend out of the realm of
literature and film and back to its dark beginnings in
folk traditions. The essays examine the history of the
word “vampire;” Romanian vampires; Greek
vampires; Serbian vampires; the physical attributes of
vampires; the killing of vampires; and the possible
psychoanalytic underpinnings of vampires. Much
more than simply a scary creature of the human
imagination, the vampire has been and continues to
haunt the lives of all those who encounter it—in
reality or in fiction.

The Gift of Asher Lev

Sarah’s Laughter provides a reflection on suffering
that is deeply personal and both theologically and
philosophically astute. Vinoth Ramachandra draws on
his distinctive positioning as a Sri Lankan Christian
theologian – one who has lived and ministered in
contexts shaped by the destruction of natural
disasters and the violence of human evil – to confront
the intellectual, moral, and political challenges posed
to faith in the increasingly broken world of the twenty-
first century. Yet far from being an abstract discussion
of theodicy, this book is intimate and vulnerable,
embracing the biblical practice of lament and inviting
an authentic response to grief – one that makes space
for serious doubt and profound questioning. Sharing
his own ongoing journey with suffering and a questing
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faith, Ramachandra reminds us that lament and joy,
faith and protest, clarity and ambiguity, belong
together in faithful Christian discipleship. It is not in
bypassing the darkness of the world, but in embracing
it – in imitation of the incarnate God – that we may
glimpse the new creation.

Sarah’s Laughter

In a passionate, energetic narrative, The Promise
brilliantly dramatizes what it is to master and use
knowledge to make one’s own way in the world.
Reuven Malter lives in Brooklyn, he’s in love, and he’s
studying to be a rabbi. He also keeps challenging the
strict interpretations of his teachers, and if he keeps it
up, his dream of becoming a rabbi may die. One day,
worried about a disturbed, unhappy boy named
Michael, Reuven takes him sailing and cloud-
watching. Reuven also introduces him to an old
friend, Danny Saunders—now a psychologist with a
growing reputation. Reconnected by their shared
concern for Michael, Reuven and Danny each learns
what it is to take on life—whether sacred truths or a
troubled child—according to his own lights, not just
established authority.

The Chosen

From the celebrated author of The Chosen and My
Name Is Asher Lev, a trilogy of related novellas about
a woman whose life touches three very different
men—stories that encompass some of the
profoundest themes of the twentieth century. Ilana
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Davita Dinn is the listener to whom three men relate
their lives. As a young girl, she offers English lessons
to a teenage survivor of the camps. In “The Ark
Builder,” he shares with her the story of his friendship
with a proud old builder of synagogue arks, and what
happened when the German army invaded their
Polish town. As a graduate student, she finds herself
escorting a guest lecturer from the Soviet Union, and
in “The War Doctor,” her sympathy moves him to put
his painful past to paper recounting his experiences
as a Soviet NKVD agent who was saved by an
idealistic doctor during the Russian civil war, only to
encounter him again during the terrifying period of
the Kremlin doctors’ plot. And, finally, we meet her in
“The Trope Teacher,” in which a distinguished
professor of military history, trying to write his
memoirs, is distracted by his wife’s illness and by the
arrival next door of a new neighbor, the famous writer
I. D. (Ilana Davita) Chandal. Poignant and profound,
Chaim Potok’s newest fiction is a major addition to his
remarkable—and remarkably loved—body of work.
From the Hardcover edition.

The Gates of November

An intriguing, substantive look into the relationship
between the church and the world of art.

Zebra and Other Stories

Young Harry Talvace, the son of Ralf Isambard's
master-builder who raised the great church of Parfois
and was put to death by his jealous patron, has grown
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up at the court of Llewelyn, Prince of North Wales.
Deep in his heart he nurses a desire for vengence,
and when Harry become innocently involved in the
tragedy which strikes Llewelyn's marriage he sets out
to avenge his father's death. Alone he makes his way
to Parfois to challenge Isambard. But enmity can
prove as complex as love, Harry discovers, as in his
turn he falls under the spell of the old warrior.

Still Life with Oysters and Lemon

Margaret Mayfield is nearly an old maid at twenty-
seven when she marries Captain Andrew Jackson
Jefferson Early. He's the most famous man their
Missouri town has ever produced: a naval officer and
an astronomer-a genius who, according to the local
paper, has changed the universe. Margaret's mother
calls the match "a piece of luck." Yet Andrew
confounds Margaret's expectations from the moment
their train leaves for his naval base in San Francisco,
and soon she realizes that his devotion to science
leaves little room for anything, or anyone, else. She
stands by him through tragedies both personal and
those they share with the nation. But as World War II
approaches, Andrew's obsessions take a darker turn,
forcing Margaret to reconsider the life she'd so
carefully constructed.
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