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Intellectual Memoirs
Hanoi
When an efficient duck who gives the time over the telephone gets sick, other
animals, believing the job to be easy, try to take her place.

The Red Book
Selections from the correspondence between Hannah Arendt and Mary McCarthy
trace the evolution of a unique friendship

The Group
A selection of essays by the novelist and critic represents pieces written between
1930 and 1979 and considers such topics as McCarthyism, Vietnam, Watergate,
Eugene O'Neill, J.D. Salinger, Madame Bovary, A Streetcar Named Desire, and
women's fashion magazines. Reprint.

Marjorie Morningstar
Mary McCarthy, one of our most brilliant and beloved authors, serves up wit,
insight, and her unique worldview in this diverse collection of essays In
provocatively titled pieces such as “The Contagion of Ideas,” “Tyranny of the
Orgasm,” and “No News, or,What Killed the Dog,” Mary McCarthy expresses her
frank, unflinching, often contrarian point of view. Nothing—and no one—is safe
from her merciless writer’s eye—from politics to the ever-changing social scene to
the strengths and weaknesses of her native country, where she believes “passivity
and not aggressiveness is the dominant trait of the American character.” On the
Contrary also features a cast of memorable characters. In “Naming Names,” Arthur
Miller’s testimony before the House Un-American Activities Committee results in an
indictment for contempt of Congress. McCarthy reviews The Human Condition,
Hannah Arendt’s breakthrough book, and despairs of finding a “really American
place” to take a visiting existentialist—a thinly disguised Simone de Beauvoir?
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From Dickens to Gandhi to the Kinsey Reports, with pithy and wide-ranging articles
on everything from fashion to fiction, the human condition, religion, and sex, On
the Contrary raises controversial questions to which, even today, there are no easy
answers. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary McCarthy including
rare images from the author’s estate.

Between Friends
A revealing portrait of the dramatic life of writer and intellectual Mary McCarthy.
From her Partisan Review days to her controversial success as the author of The
Group, to an epic libel battle with Lillian Hellman, Mary McCarthy brought a
nineteenth-century scope and drama to her emblematic twentieth-century life.
Dubbed by Time as "quite possibly the cleverest woman America has ever
produced," McCarthy moved in a circle of ferociously sharp-tongued
intellectuals—all of whom had plenty to say about this diamond in their midst.
Frances Kiernan's biography does justice to one of the most controversial American
intellectuals of the twentieth century. With interviews from dozens of McCarthy's
friends, former lovers, literary and political comrades-in-arms, awestruck admirers,
amused observers, and bitter adversaries, Seeing Mary Plain is rich in ironic
judgment and eloquent testimony. A Los Angeles Times Best Book of 2000 and a
Washington Post Book World "Rave".

The Difference
“This is a literary gem . . . one of the best books I’ve read this year.”—Ellen Hart
"This raw and convincing first novel is narrated by a woman who can’t help testing
the limits of her ability to endure pain in her intimate relationships with men and
women the vivid characters and potent emotions keep the pages turning."—The
Advocate Occasionally a debut novel comes along that rocks its readers back on
their heels. Red Audrey and the Roping is one of that rare and remarkable breed.
With storytelling as accomplished as successful literary novelists like Margaret
Atwood and Sarah Waters, Jill Malone takes us on a journey through the heart of
Latin professor Jane Elliot. Set against the dramatic landscapes and seascapes of
Hawaii, this is the deeply moving story of a young woman traumatized by her
mother’s death. Scarred by guilt, she struggles to find the nerve to let love into her
life again. Afraid to love herself or anyone else, Jane falls in love with risk, pitting
herself against the world with dogged, destructive courage. But finally she reaches
a point where there is only one danger left worth facing. The sole remaining
question for Jane is whether she is willing to accept her history, embrace her
damage, and take a chance on love. As well as a gripping and emotional story, Red
Audrey and the Roping is a remarkable literary achievement. The breathtaking
prose evokes setting, characters, and relationships with equal grace. The dialogue
sparks and sparkles. Splintered fragments of narrative come together to form a
seamless suspenseful story that flows effortlessly to its dramatic conclusion.
Winner of the Bywater Prize for Fiction, Red Audrey and the Roping is one of the
most memorable first novels you will ever read.

Cast a Cold Eye
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The #1 New York Times–bestselling author of The Group takes readers on a
captivating journey to one of the world’s most celebrated cities. Mary McCarthy
brings her novelist’s unerring eye to a book that blends art, politics, religion,
music, and history to create a living portrait of “the world’s loveliest city.” Like a
painter capturing the city’s essence on canvas, McCarthy uses words to create
stunning visuals that bring both the old and new Venice to enchanting life. From
her apartment overlooking the garden of a palazzo, McCarthy takes us into the
museums and monasteries of this city of canals and gondolas, Machiavelli and
Tintoretto. And she reveals some little-known facts: Venetians love pets, but prefer
cats to dogs; during World War II, the Allies captured the city with a fleet of
gondolas; and without Napoleon, Venice wouldn’t be what it is today. From the
ancient roots of The Merchant of Venice’s pound of flesh to the quotidian details of
daily life, it’s all here—the magnificent frescoes, the sublime music of Mozart, the
virgins, and the saints. At once a comprehensive travelogue and a powerful piece
of reportage, Venice Observed is a testimony of McCarthy’s love affair with the City
of Canals. This ebook features superb color reproductions of the works of
Giorgione, Veronese, Titian, Canaletto, Guardo, Bellini, and Tiepolo, and an
illustrated biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s
estate.

Bluebird
This smash bestseller about privileged Vassar classmates shocked America in the
sixties and remains “juicy . . . witty . . . brilliant” (Cosmopolitan). At Vassar, they
were known as “the group”—eight young women of privilege, the closest of
friends, an eclectic mix of vibrant personalities. A week after graduation in 1933,
they all gather for the wedding of Kay Strong, one of their own, before going their
separate ways in the world. In the years that follow, they will each know
accomplishment and loss in equal measure, pursuing careers and marriage,
experiencing the joys and traumas of sexual awakening and motherhood, all while
suffering through betrayals, infidelities, and sometimes madness. Some of them
will drift apart. Some will play important roles in the personal dramas of others. But
it is tragedy that will ultimately unite the group once again. A novel that stunned
the world when it was first published in 1963, Mary McCarthy’s The Group found
acclaim, controversy, and a place atop the New York Times bestseller list for nearly
two years for its frank and controversial exploration of women’s issues, social
concerns, and sexuality. A blistering satire of the mores of an emergent generation
of women, The Group is McCarthy’s enduring masterpiece, still as relevant,
powerful, and wonderfully entertaining fifty years on. This ebook features an
illustrated biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s
estate.

Tam Lin
Tracing her moral struggles to the day she accidentally took a sip of water before
her Communion—a mortal sin—Mary McCarthy gives us eight funny and
heartrending essays about the illusive and redemptive nature of memory “During
the course of writing this, I’ve often wished that I were writing fiction.” Originally
published in large part as standalone essays in the New Yorker and Harper’s
Bazaar, Mary McCarthy’s acclaimed memoir begins with her recollections of a
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happy childhood cut tragically short by the death of her parents during the
influenza epidemic of 1918. Tempering memory with invention, McCarthy
describes how, orphaned at six, she spent much of her childhood shuttled between
two sets of grandparents and three religions—Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish. One
of four children, she suffered abuse at the hands of her great-aunt and uncle until
she moved to Seattle to be raised by her maternal grandparents. Early on,
McCarthy lets the reader in on her secret: The chapter you just read may not be
wholly reliable—facts have been distilled through the hazy lens of time and
distance. In Memories of a Catholic Girlhood, McCarthy pays homage to the past
and creates hope for the future. Reminiscent of Nabokov’s Speak, Memory, this is a
funny, honest, and unsparing account blessed with the holy sacraments of
forgiveness, love, and redemption. This ebook features an illustrated biography of
Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s estate.

The Group
The timeless coming-of-age novel about five young women who meet at Radcliffe
College and together grow to maturity—through intrigues, ambitions, affairs, and
marriages—from World War II to the 1980s. Lavinia, Peg, and Cathy seem to have
little in common save for their freshman status. None of them could know that their
destinies are about to inextricably intertwine. Across four decades, as time and
events upend their expectations, these five women discover their sexuality, reveal
their secrets, and struggle with independence—sometimes surrendering,
sometimes making stunning choices. Now reissued thirty-five years after its
original release, Alice Adams’s Superior Women, hailed as “a remarkable
compression of time, memory, and sentiment—rather as if Hemingway had been
turned loose on Proust” (San Francisco Chronicle), is a richly drawn,
uncompromising novel about women’s intimate, interior lives for fans of Mary
McCarthy’s The Group and Rona Jaffe’s The Best of Everything.

On the Contrary
In this eye-opening book, Mary McCarthy shares her love of the novel and her fear
that it is becoming an endangered literary species “He had a mind so fine that no
idea could violate it.” So begins Mary McCarthy’s fascinating critical analysis of the
novel (and its practitioners) from her double-edged perspective as both reader and
writer. The bestselling author of The Group takes T. S. Eliot’s quote about Henry
James, written in 1918, as a jumping-off point to discuss how the novel has
evolved—or not—in the last century. In this lively, erudite book, McCarthy throws
down the gauntlet: Why did the nineteenth century produce novels of ideas while
the twentieth century is so lacking in serious fiction? She winnows out the
underachieving (read: overhyped) authors from the geniuses, explores why Jean
Valjean personifies man’s conscience in Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables, and shows
how Stendhal’s The Red and the Black “illustrates the evil effects of reading.” She
also tackles the role of the omniscient narrator and analogizes novels to air travel.
With its exploration of authors from Balzac to D. H. Lawrence, Ideas and the Novel
holds inviolate the idea of the novel as a means ultimately of liberating ideas. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images
from the author’s estate.
Page 4/14

Bookmark File PDF The Group Mary Mccarthy
The Hollow Ground
A journey through the glorious Italian city’s scenery, history, and culture, from the
New York Times–bestselling author of Venice Observed and The Group. Mary
McCarthy’s classic celebrates the Italian city often looked upon as the provincial
sister to the better-dressed, more “feminine” Venice. To McCarthy, Florence, or
Firenze, is a place of ageless enchantment, from the Duomo to the fortressed
palaces. The Renaissance began here; art and architecture flourished. From its
roots as a center of medieval trade to its transformation into one of the world’s
wealthiest cities, McCarthy charts Florence’s rich and turbulent history. She
introduces a cast of towering real-life characters. Through her probing writer’s
lens, the poetry of Dante and the magnificent artistry of Raphael and Botticelli
come vibrantly alive. Along this illuminating journey, McCarthy offers fascinating
bits of trivia: There are no ruins in Florence because the Florentines aren’t
sentimental about their past; America took its name from a Florentine traveler
named Amerigo Vespucci. From Michelangelo to the Medicis to the story behind a
statue’s missing head, The Stones of Florence is Mary McCarthy’s hymn to this
unique city. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary McCarthy
including rare images from the author’s estate.

Superior Women
Harriet is leaving her boyfriend Claude, “the French rat.” That at least is how
Harriet sees things, even if it’s Claude who has just asked Harriet to leave his
Greenwich Village apartment. Well, one way or another she has no intention of
leaving. To the contrary, she will stay and exact revenge—or would have if Claude
had not had her unceremoniously evicted. Still, though moved out, Harriet is not
about to move on. Not in any way. Girlfriends circle around to patronize and
advise, but Harriet only takes offense, and it’s easy to understand why. Because
mad and maddening as she may be, Harriet sees past the polite platitudes that
everyone else is content to spout and live by. She is an unblinkered, unbuttoned,
unrelenting, and above all bitingly funny prophetess of all that is wrong with
women’s lives and hearts—until, in a surprise twist, she finds a savior in a dark
room at the Chelsea Hotel.

Vietnam
"The Big Chill for the Facebook generation." --Adam Gopnik, author of Paris to the
Moon Clover, Addison, Mia, and Jane were roommates at Harvard until their
graduation in 1989. Twenty years later, their lives are in free fall. Clover, once a
securities broker, is out of a job and struggling to reproduce before her fertility
window shuts. Addison's marriage to a writer's-blocked novelist is as stale as her
so-called career as a painter. Hollywood closed its gold-plated gates to Mia, who
now stays home with her children, renovating and acquiring faster than her
husband can pay the bills. Jane, the Paris bureau chief for a newspaper whose
foreign bureaus are now shuttered, is caught in a vortex of loss. Like all Harvard
grads, they've kept abreast of one another via the red book, a class report
published every five years, containing alumni autobiographical essays. But there's
the story we tell the world, and then there's the real story, as these former
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classmates will learn during their twentieth reunion, a relationship-changing, scoresettling, unforgettable weekend. "Utterly engrossing." --Entertainment Weekly "A
wonderfully epic 'cradle to grave' story . . . about the enduring power of
friendship." --Sunday Express "Destined to be a classic." --Vanity Fair

The Inflatable Woman
We walk on fire or air, so Daddy liked to say. Basement floors too hot to touch.
Steaming green lawns in the dead of winter. Sinkholes, quick and sudden, plunging
open at your feet. The underground mine fires ravaging Pennsylvania coal country
have forced eleven-year-old Brigid Howley and her family to seek refuge with her
estranged grandparents, the formidable Gram and the black lung stricken Gramp.
Tragedy is no stranger to the Howleys, a proud Irish-American clan who takes
strange pleasure in the "curse" laid upon them generations earlier by a priest who
ran afoul of the Molly Maguires. The weight of this legacy rests heavily on a new
generation, when Brigid, already struggling to keep her family together, makes a
grisly discovery in a long-abandoned bootleg mine shaft. In the aftermath, decadesold secrets threaten to prove just as dangerous to the Howleys as the burning,
hollow ground beneath their feet. Inspired by real-life events in Centralia and
Carbondale, where devastating coal mine fires irrevocably changed the lives of
residents, The Hollow Ground is an extraordinary debut with an atmospheric, voicedriven narrative and an indelible sense of place. Lovers of literary fiction will find in
Harnett's young, determined protagonist a character as heartbreakingly
captivating as any in contemporary literature.

The Humanist in the Bathtub
Meet Maggie, Eva, and Lisa, founders of The Scarlet Letter Society. Named as such
due to their various infidelities, both physical and emotional, the "SLS” is these
women’s refusal to be shamed like Hester Prynne in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s classic
tale of forbidden longing. Maggie is twice-divorced and juggling three lovers -- one
of whom is her first ex-husband. Eva is trapped in a loveless marriage and has
turned to her young intern and a seductive French chef for satisfaction. Lisa
dreams of one day becoming a mother, but her husband has more romantic
interest in her footwear than he does in her. Once a month, these women meet at
their local bookstore to discuss love, life, and literature. Through their friendships
and liaisons, they attempt to gain insight into the curveballs life has thrown their
way, and how each of them can find emotional and sexual fulfillment. A witty,
insightful, and steamy novel about a group of women who have chosen to forge
their own paths, and must deal with the ramifications of their past and present
choices, The Scarlet Letter Society is for anyone who’s found their fairy tale isn’t
quite what Disney had in mind.

The Group
A college instructor embarks on a fanatical quest to save his job—and enact
righteous revenge—in this brilliantly acerbic satire of university politics during the
early Cold War years Henry Mulcahy’s future is in question. An instructor of
literature at Jocelyn College, an institute of higher learning renowned for its
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progressive approach to education, he has just received word that he will not be
teaching next semester. He strongly suspects that his dismissal has been
engineered by his nemesis, the college president, who Henry believes resents his
superior skills as an educator. Or perhaps he is being targeted by the government
in this Cold War era, now that Senator Joseph McCarthy’s communist witch hunt is
in full swing, especially since Henry’s dedication to independent thinking is, he
believes, renowned. Whatever the case, Henry Mulcahy wants justice—and
vengeance—and he will not go quietly without a fight. But the battle might expose
too much of Henry’s true nature . . . Witty and biting, Mary McCarthy’s The Groves
of Academe is a deliciously pointed satire of the world of higher education and its
petty despots, tiny wars, and internal politics. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s estate.

Venice Observed
The 1962 blockbuster that took on “one of the most absurd (if universal) myths of
our time: that every girl must be married” (The New York Times). Helen Gurley
Brown, the iconic editor in chief of Cosmopolitan for thirty-two years, is considered
one of the most influential figures of Second Wave feminism. Her first book sold
millions of copies, became a cultural phenomenon, and ushered in a whole new
way of thinking about work, men, and life. Feisty, fun, and totally frank, Sex and
the Single Girl offers advice to unmarried women that is as relevant today as it was
when it burst onto the scene in the 1960s. This spirited manifesto puts
women—and what they want—first. It captures the exuberance, optimism, and
independence that have influenced the lives of so many contemporary American
women.

Taft
This Scottish-based tale for adults offers a pregnant heroine who must rescue the
man who seduced her in the woods from his captor, the Fairie Queen.

The Oasis
The author of The Group, the groundbreaking bestseller and 1964 National Book
Award finalist that shaped a generation of women, brings reminiscences of her
girlhood to this intimate and illuminating memoir How I Grew is Mary McCarthy’s
intensely personal autobiography of her life from age thirteen to twenty-one.
Orphaned at six, McCarthy was raised by her maternal grandparents in Seattle,
Washington. Although her official birthdate is in 1912, it wasn’t until she turned
thirteen that, in McCarthy’s own words, she was “born as a mind.” With detail
driven by an almost astonishing memory recall, McCarthy gives us a masterful
account of these formative years. From her wild adolescence—including losing her
virginity at fourteen—through her eventual escape to Vassar, the bestselling
novelist, essayist, and critic chronicles her relationships with family, friends, lovers,
and the teachers who would influence her writing career. Filled with McCarthy’s
penetrating insights and trenchant wit, this is an unblinkingly honest and fearless
self-portrait of a young woman coming of age—and the perfect companion to
McCarthy’s Memories of a Catholic Girlhood. This ebook features an illustrated
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biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s estate.

Seeing Mary Plain: A Life of Mary McCarthy
Friends and Strangers
A riveting and unconventional thriller about a motley group of airplane passengers
taken hostage by militant hijackers En route to Iran, a plane is captured by Middle
Eastern terrorists intent on holding hostage the committee of politicians, religious
leaders, and activists on a mission to investigate alleged human rights violations
by the shah. But the kidnappers soon discover that there is a greater treasure
onboard. Among the passengers are prominent art collectors with access to some
of the world’s most valuable paintings—priceless works that could fund global
terrorist activities for decades. After the captured plane sets down in a remote
Dutch farming collective by the sea, events go rapidly and frighteningly awry. As
negotiations with government agencies stall, concerns over rare artwork threaten
to trump the regard for human life, and both captors and captives will face bitter
truths about their conflicting values, manners, and ideologies as the ticking clock
races inexorably toward an explosive endgame. Mary McCarthy’s masterful
Cannibals and Missionaries is a remarkable novel of events and ideas that sheds
light on the tragic foibles of human nature while exploring the terrorist psychology
with supreme intelligence and insight. This ebook features an illustrated biography
of Mary McCarthy including rare images from the author’s estate.

Mary McCarthy's Collected Memoirs
Billeder af det amerikanske samfund i 30'rne belyst gennem 8 college-pigers
skæbner

The Company She Keeps
An ex-jazz drummer wants nothing more than to be a good father in this moving
family novel by the New York Times–bestselling author of The Dutch House. When
his lover takes away his son, he's left only with his Beale Street, Memphis bar. He
hires a young waitress named Fay Taft who brings with her a desperate, dangerous
brother, Carl, and the possibility of new intimacy. Nickel finds himself consumed
with Fay and Carl's dead father—Taft—obsessing over and reconstructing the life of
a man he never met. A stunning artistic achievement, Taft confirms Ann Pathcett's
standing as one of the most gifted writers of her generation and reminds us of our
deepest instincts to protect the people we love. “What could be merely a literary
parlor trick—keeping three stories in the air at once—becomes…as resonant as a
blues song, each story harmonizing with and answering others…. Expect miracles
when you read Ann Patchett’s fiction.”—New York Times “A moving emblem of
fatherhood’s rarely explored passion.”—Los Angeles Times "Patchett writes with
remarkable conviction and attention to telling detail…. [She] is excellent at
portraying the steady love and interest that holds the family members together,
even though that love and interest isn't always successful in preserving the
members from danger.”—Jane Smiley, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Golden Age
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“Strikingly original.”—Kirkus Reviews

Sex and the Single Girl
Seven “remarkable” stories from the bestselling author of The Group (The New
York Times). Two American tourists find themselves seriously befuddled by their
unorthodox Italian guide. A hospitalized graduate student turns the sounds of pain
and despair into music. A family is tragically taken apart, and then reformed, by a
deadly outbreak of influenza. The short fiction in this collection, some of it
autobiographical in inspiration, reflects both the adept, witty storytelling and the
insightful social commentary of New York Times–bestselling author Mary McCarthy.
A National Book Award finalist known for such novels as Birds in America and The
Groves of Academe—as well as memoir (Memories of a Catholic Girlhood) and
travel writing (Venice Observed)—McCarthy shows in Cast a Cold Eye why she has
been called “a brilliant writer with a rare talent for corrosive satire” (The Atlantic
Monthly). This ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary McCarthy including
rare images from the author’s estate.

Memories of a Catholic Girlhood
'A very funny and brilliant book. Feigel does a thorough and virtuosic job of
describing the dilemmas of contemporary middle-class women' Rachel Cusk Lara
Feigel's first novel, The Group, is a fiercely intelligent, revealing novel about a
group of female friends turning forty. Who has children and who doesn't? Whose
marriages are working, whose aren't, and who has embarked on completely
different models of sexuality and relationships? Who has managed to fulfil their
promise, whose life has foundered and what do they think about it, either way? The
Group is an engrossing portrait of contemporary female life and friendship, and a
thrillingly intimate and acute take on female character in an age that may or may
not have been changed by feminism in its different strands.

A Charmed Life
From one of our most critically acclaimed and beloved storytellers comes a
sweeping novel set on board the Morning Light, a Nova Scotian merchant ship
sailing through the south pacific in 1912. Kay and Thea are half-sisters, separated
in age by almost twenty years, but deeply attached. When their stern father dies,
Thea returns to Nova Scotia for her long-promised marriage to the captain of the
Morning Light. But she cannot abandon her orphaned young sister, so Kay too
embarks on a life-changing voyage to the other side of the world. At the heart of
The Difference is a crystallizing moment in Micronesia: Thea, still mourning a
miscarriage, forms a bond with a young boy from a remote island and takes him on
board as her own son. Over time, the repercussions of this act force Kay, who
considers the boy her brother, to examine her own assumptions--which are
increasingly at odds with those of society around her--about what is forgivable and
what is right. Inspired by a true story, Endicott shows us a now-vanished world in
all its wonder, and in its darkness, prejudice and difficulty, too. She also brilliantly
illuminates our present time through Kay's examination of the idea of
"difference"--between people, classes, continents, cultures, customs and species.
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The Difference is a breathtaking novel by a writer with an astonishing ability to
bring past worlds vividly to life while revealing the moral complexity of our own.

The Groves of Academe
THE COMPANY SHE KEEPS follows a young bohemian intellectual, Margaret
Sargent, through her experiences and lost loves in a time of coming war.
Experimental in style, each section of the book describes separate episodes in the
main character's life from different viewpoints. The novel begins with the young
woman en route to New York, and goes on to paint a satirical portrait of the
intellectuals of the time, then depicts the failure of a marriage and ends from the
couch as she explores her identity through psychoanalysis.

The Road
Ideas and the Novel
A Guardian Best Graphic Book of 2015 Iris (or balletgirl-42 as she's known on the
internet dating circuit) is a zookeeper looking for love when she is diagnosed with
breast cancer. Overnight, her life becomes populated with a carnival of daunting
hospital characters. Despite the attempts of her friends – Maud, Granma Suggs,
Larry the Monkey and a group of singing penguins – to comfort her, Iris's fears
begin to encircle her until all she has to cling to is the attention of a lighthouse
keeper called sailor_buoy_39. The Inflatable Woman combines magic realism with
the grit of everyday life to create a poignant and surreal journey inside the human
psyche.

A Charmed Life
The author recounts her days in New York, discussing the breakup of her first
marriage, her move to Greenwich Village, and the beginning of her literary career

A Bolt from the Blue and Other Essays
A writer’s life is upended by her destructive ex-husband in this intensely personal
novel by the #1 New York Times–bestselling author of The Group. Former actress
and budding playwright Martha Sinnott longs to recapture the “charmed life” she
abandoned when she divorced her first husband. So she returns to her beloved
New England artists’ colony with her second husband—and discovers that little has
changed. The same people make up the same tightly knit society. Nevertheless,
her eagerly anticipated homecoming does include some rude awakenings.
Martha’s arrogant ex, Miles, is dangerously close by, living with his new wife. The
people Martha once counted among her closest friends have become also-rans and
never-weres, unhappy and often resentful. And in this pervasive atmosphere of
falsehoods and self-delusions, the biggest lie of all is Martha’s belief that her
reunion with Miles won’t somehow wreak terrible havoc on all she holds dear. A
New York Times bestseller by an author with “an icily honest eye and a glacial wit
that make her portraits stingingly memorable,” A Charmed Life is a smart,
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mesmerizing portrait of love, marriage, and deception (The New York Times). This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary McCarthy including rare images
from the author’s estate.

The Scarlet Letter Society
Now hailed as a "proto-feminist classic" (Vulture), Pulitzer Prize winner Herman
Wouk's powerful coming-of-age novel about an ambitious young woman pursuing
her artistic dreams in New York City has been a perennial favorite since it was first
a bestseller in the 1950s. A starry-eyed young beauty, Marjorie Morgenstern is
nineteen years old when she leaves home to accept the job of her dreams--working
in a summer-stock company for Noel Airman, its talented and intensely charismatic
director. Released from the social constraints of her traditional Jewish family, and
thrown into the glorious, colorful world of theater, Marjorie finds herself entangled
in a powerful affair with the man destined to become the greatest--and the most
destructive--love of her life. Rich with humor and poignancy, Marjorie Morningstar
is a classic love story, one that spans two continents and two decades in the life of
its heroine. "I read it and I thought, 'Oh, God, this is me.'" --Scarlet Johansson

The Stones of Florence
A house perched impossibly on a cliff overlooking the stunning, iconic Bluebird
Beach. Prime real estate, yet somehow not real estate at all, The Lodge is, like
those who live in it, falling apart. Gordon Grimes has become the accidental keeper
of this last relic of an endangered world. He lives in The Lodge with his wife Kelly
who is trying to leave him, their son Ben who will do anything to save him, his
goddaughter Lou who is hiding from her own troubles, and Leonie, the family
matriarch who has trapped them here for their own good. But Gordon has no
money and is running out of time to conserve his homeland. His love for this way
of life will drive him, and everyone around him, to increasingly desperate risks. In
the end, what will it cost them to hang onto their past? Acclaimed writer Malcolm
Knox has written a classic Australian novel about the myths that come to define
families and communities, and the lies that uphold them. It's about a certain kind
of Australia that we all recognise, and a certain kind of Australian whose currency
is running out. Change is coming to Bluebird, whether they like it or not. And the
secrets they've been keeping and the lies they've been telling can't save them
now. Savage, funny, revelatory and brilliant, Bluebird exposes the hollowness of
the stories told to glorify a dying culture and shows how those who seek to
preserve these myths end up being crushed by them.

How I Grew
Three candid, affecting memoirs by the #1 New York Times–bestselling author of
The Group, including a National Book Award finalist. In Memories of a Catholic
Girlhood, Mary McCarthy begins with her recollections of a happy childhood cut
tragically short by the death of her parents during the influenza epidemic of 1918.
Tempering memory with invention, McCarthy describes how, orphaned at six, she
spent much of her childhood shuttled between two sets of grandparents and three
religions—Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish. Early on, McCarthy lets the reader in on
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her secret: The chapter you just read may not be wholly reliable—facts have been
distilled through the hazy lens of time and distance. How I Grew is McCarthy’s
intensely personal autobiography of her life from age thirteen to twenty-one. With
detail driven by an almost astonishing memory recall, the author gives us a
masterful account of these formative years. From her wild adolescence—including
losing her virginity at fourteen—through her eventual escape to Vassar, the
bestselling novelist, essayist, and critic chronicles her relationships with family,
friends, lovers, and the teachers who would influence her writing career. And
Intellectual Memoirs opens with McCarthy as a married twenty-four-year-old
Communist and critic. She’s disciplined, dedicated, and sexually experimental: At
one point she realizes that in twenty-four hours she “had slept with three different
men.” Over the course of three years, she will have had two husbands, the second
being the esteemed, much older critic Edmund Wilson. It is Wilson who becomes
McCarthy’s mentor and muse, urging her to try her hand at fiction. Intellectual
Memoirs is a vivid snapshot of a distinctive place and time—New York in the late
1930s—and the forces that shaped Mary McCarthy’s life as a woman and a writer.

Cannibals and Missionaries
NATIONAL BESTSELLER WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE The searing, postapocalyptic novel about a father and son's fight to survive. A father and his son
walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in the ravaged landscape save
the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when the snow falls it is
gray. The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast, although they don't know
what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend
themselves against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are
wearing, a cart of scavenged food—and each other. The Road is the profoundly
moving story of a journey. It boldly imagines a future in which no hope remains,
but in which the father and his son, "each the other's world entire," are sustained
by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the
worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate
tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total
devastation. A New York Times Notable Book One of the Best Books of the Year The
Boston Globe, The Christian Science Monitor, The Denver Post, The Kansas City
Star, Los Angeles Times, New York, People, Rocky Mountain News, Time, The
Village Voice, The Washington Post

The Group
A TODAY SHOW #ReadWithJenna BOOK CLUB PICK! An insightful, hilarious, and
compulsively readable novel about a complicated friendship between two women
who are at two very different stages in life, from the best-selling author of Maine
and Saints for All Occasions (named one of the Washington Post's Ten Best Books
of the Year and a New York Times Critics' Pick). Elisabeth, an accomplished
journalist and new mother, is struggling to adjust to life in a small town after nearly
twenty years in New York City. Alone in the house with her infant son all day (and
awake with him much of the night), she feels uneasy, adrift. She neglects her work,
losing untold hours to her Brooklyn moms' Facebook group, her "influencer" sister's
Instagram feed, and text messages with the best friend she never sees anymore.
Enter Sam, a senior at the local women's college, whom Elisabeth hires to babysit.
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Sam is struggling to decide between the path she's always planned on and a
romantic entanglement that threatens her ambition. She's worried about student
loan debt and what the future holds. In short order, they grow close. But when Sam
finds an unlikely kindred spirit in Elisabeth's father-in-law, the true differences
between the women's lives become starkly revealed and a betrayal has
devastating consequences. A masterful exploration of motherhood, power
dynamics, and privilege in its many forms, Friends and Strangers reveals how a
single year can shape the course of a life.

Red Audrey and the Roping
Story of a group of Americans who seek to escape the perils of present-day life by
going to the New England mountains.

After Claude
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