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The Blended Marriage (Focus on the
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Family Marriage Series)
Practical Solutions to the Issues Stepfamilies Face The
Smart Stepfamily Participant's Guide provides
discussion questions to use before and after watching
the DVD, space to take notes, and bonus reading
material. Includes leader instructions and guidelines
for facilitating effective groups.

The Surprising Secrets of Highly Happy
Marriages
Money issues are a frequent source of conflict in all
marriages. But blended families are a monetary
minefield. Debts, bills, and child support payments
from previous relationships often influence the
finances of a blended family. And planning for college
expenses, retirement, and inheritance gets even more
complicated in remarriage. These issues can explode
couple unity and blow up developing family harmony.
However, proper blended family money management
can make money an asset to your relationship, not a
liability. The authors use over 50 years of combined
financial planning and blended family educational
experience to help you envision your combined
financial future and plan for how you'll get there.
You'll discover practical ways to merge your current
financial realities and protect your marriage while
doing so. Get real-world financial advice specific to
unique blended family legal and relational matters so
you can provide for your family both now and in the
future.
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Stepmonster
A wise and inspiring guide to creating a happy and
healthy blended family by Mashonda Tifrere with
contributions from her co-parents--Swizz Beatz and
his wife, Grammy-Award winning singer and
songwriter Alicia Keys. In January 2010, founder of
ArtLeadHer Mashonda Tifrere and music producer
Swizz Beatz finalized their divorce. When Swizz
married award-winning singer/songwriter Alicia Keys,
a new dynamic was born--three adults who loved and
were deeply committed to raising Mashonda and
Swizz's four-year old son Kasseem. In Blend, Tifrere
draws on the insights they gained from their journey
as well as advice from family therapists, parenting
experts, and other blending families, to provide an
invaluable resource for blended families. Statistics
show that one in three Americans is now a stepparent, stepchild, step-sibling or other member of a
blended family. The number of first time marriages or
romantic relationships that end in divorce or breakups
and the high percentage of remarriages and new
relationships that involve children demand a unique,
life-affirming approach to processing the end of one
relationship and the rebirth of a new familial dynamic
with the well-being of children at its center. In this
book, Tifrere shares intimate details on how she and
her co-parents used communication, patience and
love to create an environment where they were able
to work as a team and all the children involved could
thrive. Blend will inspire a generation of families.

The Couple Checkup
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Bringing two families together to create a new one
can be a daunting task. Drawing on wisdom garnered
from decades of helping remarried couples, Jim
Smoke offers time-proven principles and wisdom from
God's Word to help you lay a solid foundation for your
family. Whether your blended family has been around
for a while or is just starting up, you'll discover
practical ideas and solid insights. With insights from
parents and children in blended families, Seven Keys
to a Healthy Blended Family offers down-to-earth
advice and encouragement for building a positive,
uplifting family life. Book jacket.

101 Tips for the Smart Stepmom
“Life is relationships; the rest is just details.” We are
designed for relationships, yet they often bring us
pain. In this paradigm-shifting book, Gary Smalley
unravels the DNA of relationships: we are made for
three great relationships—with God, others, and
ourselves—and all relationships involve choice. Gary
exposes a destructive relationship dance that
characterizes nearly every relationship conflict, and
he offers five new dance steps that will revolutionize
relationships. The DNA of Relationships, the
cornerstone book in Gary Smalley's relationship
campaign, will revolutionize your marriage, family,
friendships, and work relationships.

Daily Encouragement for the Smart
Stepfamily
You’ve probably heard the grim facts: Half of all
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marriages end in divorce.The divorce rate inside the
church is the same as outside. Most marriages are
just holding on.But what if these “facts” are actually
myths? --Publisher

The Smart Stepfamily
Feldhahn has identified twelve powerful habits that
the happiest marriages have in common. These little,
unexpected, often overlooked actions can make a
huge difference in your relationship!

The 5 Love Languages
Based on a landmark longitudinal study, the nation's
leading expert on stepfamilies reveals his
breakthrough findings and offers the first detailed
guide to easing the conflicts of stepfamily life and
healing the scars of divorce. There are more than
twenty million stepfamilies in America. For most of
them, the simple, daily issues that challenge every
family are even more anxiety-provoking. After
conducting a comprehensive nine-year-long study
funded by the National Institutes of Health, Dr. James
H. Bray has written an invaluable book that explains
why over half of all stepfamilies fail and reveals the
strategies that help the others succeed. A stepfamily
is assaulted on all sides by difficult and often divisive
questions. How much control should a stepparent
have over a stepchild? How much authority should a
nonresidential parent exert over a child? How should
a difficult former spouse be handled? How does an
"ours" baby change the emotional dynamic in a
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stepfamily? Why is there a lack of "honeymoon effect"
during the first years of stepfamily life? The purpose
of Stepfamilies is to answer all the important
questions of stepfamily life--to fill in the knowledge
gaps that undermine so many stepfamilies today and,
crucially, to learn the effect of stepfamily life on
children. Based on one of the largest and longest
studies of stepfamily life ever conducted, Stepfamilies
interweaves the stories of real families to illustrate
such study findings as how: a stepfamily has its own
natural life cycle a stepfamily takes several years to
develop into a family unit a stepfamily is at greatest
risk during the first two years a stepfamily ultimately
coalesces into one of three forms a stepfamily must
solve four basic tasks in order to succeed a stepfamily
can help heal the scars of divorce Filled with
emotional, gripping stories, Bray's findings pinpoint
the three major transitions in stepfamily life and
identify the riskiest issues that can throw a family into
crisis. Bray is the first to identify the several distinct
forms that stepfamilies take and to explore which
types of stepfamilies are more vulnerable than others
and why. He also describes the natural life cycle of
stepfamilies and basic tasks all stepfamilies must
undertake to succeed. With a wealth of insight into
the positive effects of remarriage, Bray shows how a
loving, well-functioning stepfamily can lessen the
trauma of divorce and restore a child's and family's
sense of security. Most stepparents remarry with the
highest hopes and new resolutions for a better life.
Never before have their unique needs been addressed
in depth. Through insightful case studies and practical
advice, Stepfamilies reveals how a strong, stable
stepfamily is as capable as a nuclear family of
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nurturing healthy development, of imbuing values, of
setting limits and boundaries, and of providing a
structure in which rules for living a moral and
productive life are transmitted, tested, rebelled
against, and ultimately affirmed. Bray's positive
message and fascinating findings--many of which defy
intuition--will put stepfamilies on the road to lifelong
harmony.

Parenting After Divorce
Practical Ideas You Can Use Today In this down-toearth book, Laura Petherbridge offers real answers
from someone who's walked in your shoes--and not
only survived, but thrived as a stepmom. Here you'll
find compact solutions arranged by topic, such as
parenting, coping with the children's biological mom,
finances, and dealing with the holidays. You will learn
· how to better understand your blended family · what
to do when you feel like an outsider · ways to
navigate the drama · keys to gaining the respect of
your stepkids These bite-sized tips are perfect for a
busy stepmom, offering at-a-glance advice you can
use today--and see change begin.

Emotional Connection
Can You Maintain Unity in Your Blended Relationship?
Bringing two families together in matrimony can be
joyful, and yet chaotic, too. In The Blended Marriage,
find out how keeping Christ at the center of your
relationship will help you navigate the unexpected
twists and turns of remarriage. You will learn to rely
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on God's strength and wisdom to recognize God's role
in bringing you and your spouse together and his plan
for your marriage, and discover the importance of
making faith in God's grace key in your life. This study
contains four sessions, each with four main
components: Tilling the Ground Planting the Seed
Watering the Hope Harvesting the Fruit All new
relationships face hurdles, but with Christ at the helm,
you can rise above challenges in your beautifully
blended marriage. "We often hear that the institution
of marriage is suffering. But there is good news, too!
By submitting their relationships to God and seeking
out the right resources, married couples can know
what it means to truly thrive. That's what Focus on
the Family's Marriage Series is all about. Whether
you're in a small group, a mentoring relationship, or
you just want to study as a couple, this series can
transform your marriage for the better."--Jim Daly,
President, Focus on the Family "Marriage is an
amazing adventure--filled with excitement, joy, and
challenges. Focus on the Family's Marriage Series
examines God's gift of marriage in all of its wonderful
dimensions. I consider it a privilege to be involved
with this important set of relationship-strengthening
resources."--Dr. Greg Smalley, Vice President, Family
Ministries, Focus on the Family

Stepcoupling
Marriage isn't easy. That's why thousands of couples
have asked the counselors at Focus on the Family for
insight into money, communication, and a host of
other issues. Their collective wisdom is now available
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in one handy reference guide. The Complete Guide to
the First Five Years of Marriage was designed to help
spouses build a strong foundation for a lifetime
partnership filled with genuine love and joy.

Things I Wish I'd Known Before We Got
Married
Love may be sweeter the second time around, but
once the bliss of a newfound relationship wears off a
little, the reality of being part of a stepfamily sets in.
If you are one of the millions of remarried Americans
facing the challenge of blending two existing families
into one cohesive whole, you are part of a
stepcouple—and you know all too well how hard it can
be to make your marriage work in sometimes tough
terrain. Different parenting styles, finances,
relationships with ex-spouses, legal matters, and even
seemingly simple issues such as the kinds of chores
assigned to children can chisel away at your union if
you don’t always make your marriage a priority.
Stepcoupling offers advice for stepcouples on how to
do just that—all the while strengthening their blended
family with a healthy marriage. Susan Wisdom and
Jennifer Green provide tips and strategies on dealing
with the issues remarried couples face, with a wealth
of advice from real-life stepcouples, such as: *
Learning to tailor your expectations of your spouse or
children and remembering that no family is perfect *
Knowing where your boundaries are, whether
involving a hostile ex-spouse or a stepchild who
demands too much attention * Realizing that traits
like flexibility, tolerance, forgiveness, and openness
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are especially essential in a stepfamily situation *
Making “us” time for talking, problem-solving,
weekends away, and enjoying your marriage to
constantly renew and strengthen your bond as a
couple Let this invaluable remarriage manual help
you make your stepcouple the foundation of a strong,
happy, and successful stepfamily. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

The Remarriage Checkup
He never saw it coming. It was the night of Dave and
Ann’s tenth wedding anniversary and if asked how
their marriage was doing, Dave would have said a 9.8
out of 10 and he even guaranteed Ann would say the
same. But instead of giving a celebratory kiss, Ann
whispered, “I’ve lost my feelings for you.” Divorce
seemed inevitable. But starting that night, God began
to reveal to Dave and Ann the most overlooked secret
of getting the marriage we are looking for: the
horizontal marriage relationship just doesn’t work
until the vertical relationship with Christ is first. As
founders of a multi-campus church and marriage
coaches with 30 years of experience, Dave and Ann
share the hard-earned but easy-to-apply biblical
principles that ensure a strong marriage. Written in a
funny and highly relatable dialogue between both
husband and wife, Vertical Marriage will guide you
toward building a vibrant relationship at every level
including communication, conflict, intimacy, and
romance—though Dave is still figuring that last one
out. Through their unique perspectives, they share an
intimate, sometimes hilarious and at times deeply
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poignant narrative of one couple’s journey to
reconnecting with God and discovering the joy and
power of a vertical marriage. For anyone who is
married, preparing for marriage, or desperate to save
a relationship teetering on the edge of disaster, Dave
and Ann offer hope and strategies that really work.
Vertical Marriage will give you the insight,
applications, and inspiration to reconnect with God
together and to transform your marriage to
everything you hoped it would be.

Quick Scripture Reference for Counseling
Couples
Gil and Brenda deliver a fresh style of encouragement
to this ever-growing population in society- the
blended family. Willing to speak the obvious from
their own step family adventure, the Stuarts share
heart to heart as they walk the walk. Because 60% of
remarriages end within the first two years, it is vital to
encourage and equip these marriages with practical
applications. Bringing together different traditions,
rules and personalities from two different families into
one home is tough. This is no cake walk, but it can
work, and work quite well. It takes trust, honesty and
commitment to the stepfamily process with a "no
turning back" attitude. The process of leaving a
healthy, strong legacy for remarried couples and their
families is what Restored & Remarried is all about. R
& R's message is, "If you ain't got the marriage, you
ain't got nothin'."

Love As a Way of Life
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RELIGION & BELIEFS. It's Time for a Relationship
Checkup! Getting routine physicals and dental
checkups is essential to your health. And your car
needs a regular oil change. But what about your
relationship? Dating and married couples rarely, if
ever, do a checkup on their relationship. But the
sooner you identify problems and find ways to resolve
them, the easier it will be to create a strong future.
And the sooner you discover your relationship
strengths and build on them, the deeper and more
intimate your relationship will be. Each chapter of The
Remarriage Checkup explores one of the key qualities
of happy remarriage relationships. Like a GPS device
for your relationship, this book has a CPS (Couple
Positioning System) and built-in discussion questions
that can help you and your partner discover where
you are, where you'd like to be, and how to get there.

The Smart Stepfamily Participant's Guide
“I said I was sorry!” Even in the best of relationships,
all of us make mistakes. We do and say things we
later regret and hurt the people we love most. So we
need to make things right. But simply saying you’re
sorry is usually not enough. In this book, #1 New York
Times bestselling author Gary Chapman and Jennifer
Thomas unveil new ways to effectively approach and
mend fractured relationships. Even better, you’ll
discover how meaningful apologies provide the power
to make your friendships, family, and marriage
stronger than ever before. When Sorry Isn’t Enough
will help you . . . Cool down heated arguments Offer
apologies that are fully accepted Rekindle love that
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has been dimmed by pain Restore and strengthen
valuable relationships Trade in tired excuses for
honesty, trust, and joy *This book was previously
published as The Five Languages of Apology. Content
has been significantly revised and updated.

Vertical Marriage
People have a reflexive reaction to pain. They have all
this pain and have no idea of the power they have to
stop the pain and chance the course of their lives.
With just a little different perspective, they can stop
dating those heart breakers and pick the man for
them. Stop feeling so alone in your marriage and
learn how to make the right stay or go decision. Learn
to change your workplace to make it enjoyable if not
ideal. Go from victim to leader. It's so powerful

The Relationship Code
This revised and updated second edition features
ideas from the latest research, more information on
long-distance parenting, dealing with the courts, and
working with a difficult co-parent. "Parents argue a lot
before a divorce," says Dr. Stahl. "If they continue to
argue after the divorce, their children will suffer."
Stahl knows parents are not perfect, and he uses that
knowledge to show imperfect parents how to settle
their differences in the best interests of the children.
Often required reading in court-mandated divorce
education classes.

Dismantling Family Court Corruption:
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Why Taking The Kids Was Not Enough
What determines whether stepfamilies remain
together? What helps stepfamilies overcomes the
difficulties of remarriage and become mutually
supportive family units? How can mental health
professionals better support this development? This
book brings both clarity and depth to the unique and
complex dynamics of remarried families. Patricia
Papernow draws on interviews with over 100
stepfamily members, up-to-date research, a solid
theoretical framework, and an empathic clinical
sensibility to present an insightful model of stepfamily
development, the Stepfamily Cycle. This details
account of the sages of forming a lasting, cohesive
group is richly illustrated by stepfamily members' own
stories. Becoming a Stepfamily describes the
developmental challenges involved in building
nourishing, reliable relationships between stepparents
and stepchildren, in the newly married couple, and
between different family groups who must learn to
live together in a remarried family. Papernow
discusses the factors that influence the pace and ease
of development, and she provides four full length
case studies illustrating the varied paths through the
stepfamily cycle to the successful remarried life. The
author offers therapists, clergy, school personnel, and
others involved with stepfamilies a range of effective
interventions, including preventive, educational, and
clinical approaches. She provides practical guidance
for helping family members deal constructively with
the differing attachments of children to their
biological parents and stepparents, assisting
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stepparents as they cope with feeling excluded from
the powerful biological parent-child bond, and guiding
biological parents torn between their spouse's need
for intimacy and privacy and their children's needs for
support and attention.

Rethinking Sexuality
Daily Inspiration and Wisdom for Blended Families Got
a minute? Then you have time for a daily dose of
encouragement and wisdom for your stepfamily
journey. These 365 short and sweet thoughts will
keep your family blending and bonding throughout
the year. Topics include parenting and stepparenting,
strengthening your marriage, grief in the stepfamily,
bonding with children, co-parenting with exes,
practical wisdom for bringing family members
together, and inspirational stories to lift your spirits
and keep you stepping in the right direction. This
book also addresses special days like Mother's Day
and holidays. Each daily dose of encouragement
includes a prayer for your home. Sharing these
readings with your spouse and, when appropriate,
kids will spark valuable conversations that strengthen
family understanding and closeness.

The Smart Stepfamily
The 5 Love Languages Hardcover Special Edition: The
Secret to Love That Lasts By Gary Chapman

Restored and Remarried
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When re-married couples bring their families
together, they face unique challenges. Somehow,
they must bring unity out of diversity. Maxine
Marsolini points to biblical solutions to the conflict
commonly found in divorce and remarriage situations.
'Growth and Application' questions make this an
excellent resource for small groups or Christian
counseling.

Stepfamilies
Great relationship is about understanding the
foundations of trust and secure emotional connection.
Commitment alone is not enough to prevent infidelity
or divorce. Story, Science & Therapy Sessions show
reader how to create a safe and lifetime relationship.
Includes 52 discussion questions. Written by Ph.D.,
relationship expert and EFT therapist.

The Good News about Marriage
A book and online profile that identifies a couple's
strengths to help them build a more vital relationship.
Based on an unprecedented national survey of 50,000
marriages, The Couple Checkup presents the
principles for creating a successful couple
relationship. The free online profile includes fifteen to
twenty categories that are customized based on the
relationship stage-whether dating, engaged, or
married-the age, and whether or not children are
involved. The book also includes the SCOPE
Personality Profile and the Couple and Family Map of
the relationship. Each chapter of the book matches a
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category in the free individual profile. While the book
stands on its own, using the Couple Checkup with the
book provides the maximum benefit. In addition, each
chapter contains couple exercises to help build couple
strengths in a variety of areas.

The Smart Stepmom
The stepmother's role often is ambiguous and
underappreciated, and frequently it carries unrealistic
expectations. The book answers women's concerns
and questions, including: How can I be a caretaker
and a key emotional connector in the family if the
children don't accept my influence? How shoud I cope
with children who are confused about their family and
torn between loyalty to their biological mother and
me? When should I step back in conflicts and when
should I insist that my husband stand up for me? In
addition it addresses the spiritual and emotional
climate of the home, providing perspective and
guidelines to help stepmothers and their families
thrive.

When Sorry Isn't Enough
Jim Burns, president of HomeWord, lays a positive
foundation for parenting with practical strategies and
illustrations, teaching how to create a warm, gracefilled home.

The Smart Stepfamily Guide to Financial
Planning
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Choosing a mate. Faithfulness. Maintaining healthy
communication. Sexual intimacy. Blended families.
Forgiving each other. Career and family goals. The
challenges of infertility. Disagreements over
parenting styles. The stress of money and finances.
Aging and retirement. Couples face an enormous
variety of challenges over the course of a
marriage--including maintaining the marriage itself.
Quick Scripture Reference for Counseling Couples is
just what struggling couples--and those who counsel
them--need. In a convenient spiral binding, this
helpful resource makes the power, encouragement,
and hope of Scripture accessible to pastors and
counselors as they guide couples, both through
premarital counseling sessions and when they hit
those inevitable rough patches in marriage.

The DNA of Relationships
Create a Loving and Safe Environment for Your
Blended Family Blended families face unique
challenges, and sadly, good intentions aren’t always
enough. With so many complex relationships
involved, all the normal rules for family life change,
even how you apply something as simple as the five
love languages. That’s why Gary Chapman, the
bestselling author of The 5 Love Languages®
andnational expert on stepfamilies, Ron Deal, join
together in this book to teach you how the five love
languages can help your blended family. They’ll teach
you: About the unique dynamics of stepfamilies How
to overcome fear and trust issues in marriage How to
develop healthy parenting and step-parenting
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practices How the love languages should—and should
not—be applied You’re going to face many
challenges, but with the right strategies and smart
work, your family can be stronger and healthier
together.

A Lasting Promise
Discover the Keys to a Healthy Stepfamily Leading
stepfamily expert Ron L. Deal reveals the seven
fundamental steps to blended family success and
provides practical, realistic solutions to the issues you
face as a stepfamily. Whether married or soon-to-bemarried, you'll discover how to · Solve the everyday
puzzles of stepparenting and stepchildren
relationships · Communicate effectively with an exspouse · Handle stepfamily finances confidently ·
"Cook" your stepfamily slowly rather than expect an
instant blend This revised and expanded edition has
updated research and two new chapters with even
more real-world advice on topics such as stepsibling
relationships and later-life stepfamilies.

Complete Guide to the First Five Years of
Marriage
Discover the Keys to a Healthy Stepfamily Leading
stepfamily expert Ron L. Deal reveals the seven
fundamental steps to blended family success and
provides practical, realistic solutions to the issues you
face as a stepfamily. Whether married or soon-to-bemarried, you'll discover how to · Solve the everyday
puzzles of stepparenting and stepchildren
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relationships · Communicate effectively with an exspouse · Handle stepfamily finances confidently ·
"Cook" your stepfamily slowly rather than expect an
instant blend This revised and expanded edition has
updated research and two new chapters with even
more real-world advice on topics such as stepsibling
relationships and later-life stepfamilies.

Becoming A Stepfamily
An honest and groundbreaking guide to
understanding the complicated emotions that develop
between stepmothers and children. When faced with
often overwhelming challenges, what woman with
stepchildren is unfamiliar with that “stepmonster”
feeling? Half of all women in the United States will live
with or marry a man with children. To guide women
new to this role—and empower those who are
struggling with it—Wednesday Martin draws upon her
own experience as a stepmother. She's frank about
the harrowing process of becoming a stepmother, she
considers the myths and realities of being married to
a man with children, and she counteracts the cultural
notion that stepmothers are solely responsible for the
problems that often develop. Along the way, she
interviews other stepmothers and stepchildren and
offers up fascinating insights from literature,
anthropology, psychology, and evolutionary biology
that explain the little-understood realities of this
unique parent-child relationship and—in an
unexpected twist—shows why the myth of the Wicked
Stepmother is the single best tool for understanding
who real stepmothers are and how they feel.
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Blend
The revised edition of the bestselling Christian guide
to ahappy marriage For more than fifteen years, Scott
Stanley's A LastingPromise has offered solutions to
common problems—facingconflicts, problem solving,
improving communication, and dealingwith core
issues—within a Christian framework.
Thoroughlyrevised and updated, this new edition is
filled with sacredteachings of scripture, the latest
research on marriage, and clearexamples from the
lives of couples. The book's strategies aredesigned to
help couples improve communication,
understandcommitment, bring more fun into their
relationship, and enhancetheir sex lives. Lead author
Scott Stanley is co-director of the Center forMarital
and Family Studies at the University of Denver and
coauthorof Fighting for Your Marriage, which has sold
more than a millioncopies. Offers reflections on how
to enhance anyone's marriage over thelong term and
avoid divorce Covers recent cultural shifts, such as
dealing with the endlesstechnological distraction and
issues with socialnetworking New themes include the
chemistry of love, the life-longimplications of having
bodies, and how to support one anotheremotionally
Uses illustrative examples from couples’ lives and
richintegration of insights from scripture This
important book offers an invaluable resource for
allcouples who want to honor and preserve the holy
sacrament of theirunion.

The Smart Stepfamily Guide to Financial
Planning
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From Marriage and Family Experts Dennis and
Barbara Rainey Dennis and Barbara Rainey have
spent decades helping families find biblical help to
strengthen and transform family relationships.
Through radio broadcasts, conferences, and other
events, they have been teaching on the foundations
necessary for building godly families. Now they bring
insights and expertise gleaned from those years of
ministry, as well as from their own personal
experience of raising six children, to The Art of
Parenting. Expanding on parenting themes shared
with FamilyLife audiences in person and on the radio,
Dennis and Barbara offer trusted advice on how to
establish Christian values in your home. In The Art of
Parenting, Dennis and Barbara will help you to
experience God's truth and apply his Word in your
family by focusing your attention on four crucial
elements in your children's lives: 1.
Identity--understanding who they are in Christ 2.
Character--learning to live wisely and honorably 3.
Relationships--fostering godly connections with others
4. Mission--understanding why they are here When
you apply biblical truths in these four areas, you can
feel confident your children will have a foundation
they can build upon for the rest of their lives.

The Art of Parenting
This ground-breaking resource challenges and equips
Christians to think and act biblically and
compassionately in matters of sexuality. Sexual
abuse, sex addiction, gender confusion, brokenness,
and shame plague today's world, and people are
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seeking clarity and hope. By contesting long-held
cultural paradigms, this book equips you to see how
sexuality is rooted in the broader context of God's
heart and His work for us on earth. It provides a
framework from which to understand the big picture
of sexual challenges and wholeness, and helps you
recognize that every sexual question is ultimately a
spiritual one. It shifts the paradigm from combating
sexual problems to confidently proclaiming and
modeling the road to sacred sexuality. Instead of
arguing with the world about what's right and wrong
about sexual choices, this practical resource equips
you to share the love and grace of Jesus as you
encounter the pain of sexual brokenness--your own or
someone else's.

The Smart Stepfamily Marriage
These devotions provide companionship,
encouragement, understanding, and biblical insights
from a veteran stepmom. This trusted resource will
help you gain strength, wisdom, and comfort as you
navigate the rocky terrain of creating a blended
family. You will learn how to: Trust a loving God when
the kids do not. Find unity in your new marriage and
parenting through grace and understanding. Explore
your worth in Christ amid rejection. Gain confidence in
the stepparent role as you take on the armor of God.
Persevere through challenges and obstacles toward
healthy, thriving relationships. Each devotion begins
with Scripture along with an encouraging thought for
the day and closes with prayer.
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Building Love Together in Blended
Families
Reveals the seminal role of spiritual insight and
understanding in our daily lives while examining the
qualities that help us express and respond to love, as
well as the obstacles and misunderstandings that
undermine relationships.

Blended Families
“Most people spend far more time in preparation for
their vocation than they do in preparation for
marriage.” With more than 35 years of experience
counseling couples, Gary has found that most
marriages suffer due to a lack of preparation and a
failure to learn to work together as intimate
teammates. So he put together this practical little
book, packed with wisdom and tips that will help
many develop the loving, supportive, and mutually
beneficial marriage they envision, such as: What the
adequate foundation for a successful marriage truly is
What to expect about the roles and influence of
extended family How to solve disagreements without
arguing How to talk through issues like money, sex,
chores, and more Why couples must learn how to
apologize and forgive Ideal for newly married couples
and those considering marriage, the material lends
itself to heart-felt, revealing, and critical
conversations for relational success. Read this
bookand you’ll be prepared for—not surprised by—the
challenges of marriage. - Bonus features include:
Book suggestions and an interactive websites to
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enhance the couples’ experience “Talking it Over”
questions and suggestions to jumpstart conversations
over each chapter Appendix on healthy dating
relationships and an accompanying learning exercise

Stepparenting with Grace
Family Court has become highly profitable business.
In courtrooms across this nation, children are being
torn away and isolated from their father or mother as
they become pawns in a game designed to keep
parent's fighting, and money flowing. Today, a
narcissistic, abusive parent can easily use the "justice
system" to punish, torment and alienate the target
parent. CPS workers frequently use their power to
enable such abuse, as their opinions are treated as
scientific conclusions during trials where the alienated
parent finds his or herself disparaged and maligned
without evidence to back up such attacks other than
the observations of these case workers. Maryann
Petri's story is a critical example revealing the truth
about Family Court corruption. It is a must-read for
anyone going through such legal oppression, both to
validate their suffering and to provide tools with
which to fight back, as Maryann teaches what she has
learned. Dismantling Family Court Corruption: Why
Taking The Kids Was Not Enough tells the story of
Maryann's journey, providing essential "Takeaways"
throughout which conveys to the reader the wisdom
she gained which can empower them to be stronger,
more resilient and more successful in the midst of
their own Family Court battles. As a Pro Se, Maryann
has a better record than most attorneys, winning two
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cases in Superior Court.Dismantling Family Court
Corruption is also an essential book to demonstrate
how easily and effectively Family Law professionals
are able to exploit the contention of parents, and
proves the utter lack of oversight to prevent such
abuse. Maryann's story is not unique; she is one of
thousands whose tragedies have brought to the
forefront the new psychological term: Parental
Alienation. While painful to read, Maryann's story is
fast-paced and provides many moments of humor and
hope as she recounts courtroom experiences and
what it was like being sent to jail, a real-life debtor's
prison. Sitting in the holding cell, she used the
acoustics of the cement walls to ring with beautiful
music that even the guards stopped to admire. At
only pages, it is an approachable book which can
serve as one of the most important resources for
raising awareness and starting conversations about
Family Law Corruption and the reality of Parental
Alienation. Maryann observes, "Although my story is
ultimately tragic, as I lost my children to the beastly
system, I can find purpose and meaning in what I
have gone through. I hope that my book will serve to
indict the system which broke (figuratively and
financially) and damaged my family so that changes
will be made to prevent such false accusations,
extortion and persecution in the future."Maryann Petri
is a first-hand-experience, leading expert on the issue
of Family Court corruption. She is at the forefront of
the movement to stop this abuse and has a website,
blog and podcast which can be found at
www.DismantlingFamilyCourtCorruption.com.
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7 Keys to a Healthy Blended Family
Money issues are a frequent source of conflict in all
marriages. But blended families are a monetary
minefield. Debts, bills, and child support payments
from previous relationships often influence the
finances of a blended family. And planning for college
expenses, retirement, and inheritance gets even more
complicated in remarriage. These issues can explode
couple unity and blow up developing family harmony.
However, proper blended family money management
can make money an asset to your relationship, not a
liability. The authors use over 50 years of combined
financial planning and blended family educational
experience to help you envision your combined
financial future and plan for how you'll get there.
You'll discover practical ways to merge your current
financial realities and protect your marriage while
doing so. Get real-world financial advice specific to
unique blended family legal and relational matters so
you can provide for your family both now and in the
future.

Confident Parenting
Make This Marriage Last a Lifetime Leading blended
family authority Ron Deal and marriage and family
expert David Olson show you how to build on your
relationship strengths and improve your weaknesses.
Whether you're dating, engaged, a young stepfamily,
or an empty-nest couple, The Smart Stepfamily
Marriage gives you the tools you need at any stage to
create a remarriage that will last. Each chapter of this
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book explores one of the key qualities of happy
remarriages as identified by research. Like a GPS for
your relationship, this book has built-in discussion
questions that can help you and your partner discover
where you are, where you'd like to be, and how to get
there. The online survey gives you a report with
personalized results for your relationship. "The Smart
Stepfamily Marriage is the road map to a healthy
marriage."--Gary D. Chapman, PhD, author, The Five
Love Languages and When Sorry Isn't Enough
"Remarried or marrying again? This book is loaded
with specific, useful ideas for helping your marriage
reach its full potential."--Scott Stanley, PhD, author, A
Lasting Promise; research professor, University of
Denver "This book is a must-read for any remarried
couple. It includes the tools needed to create and
maintain a wonderful remarriage."--from the foreword
by Evelyn Husband Thompson, widow of Space
Shuttle Columbia Commander Rick Husband, now
remarried to Bill Thompson "The Smart Stepfamily
Marriage is the most up-to-date, relevant, complete
guide for remarried couples--I know of no other
resource like it."--Francesca Adler-Baeder, PhD,
professor and director, Center for Children, Youth, and
Families, Auburn University; director, National
Stepfamily Resource Center "This book will help you
thrive in your marriage and beat the odds of divorce.
The preventative information is the best I have ever
seen, and the practical application covers it all. I have
put The Smart Stepfamily Marriage at the top of my
resource library for couples who find themselves in
this beautiful and yet challenging world of
remarriage."--Jim Burns, PhD, president, HomeWord,
author of Creating an Intimate Marriage, Confident
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Parenting, and The Purity Code "Remarriages have
unique challenges and different relational needs than
first marriages. Based on a national study of 50,000
couples, this book is a wonderful resource for
remarriage couples. Take the online Couple Checkup
and get a report about your relationship, read the
book, and build a relationship that lasts!"--Dr. Gary
Smalley, author of The DNA of Relationships "You
want a marriage that lasts forever, right? Blended
family couples can beat the odds--this book will tell
you how."--Dr. Dennis Rainey, president of FamilyLife,
author of Stepping Up
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