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Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Ergonomics, grade: 1,0, Technical
University of Chemnitz (Fakultät für Wirtschaftswissenschaften - Professur für
Organisation und Arbeitswissenschaft), language: English, abstract: The text at
hand deals with Max Weber ́s theory of bureaucracy and its negative consequences
in Robert K. Merton ́s functional analysis. The starting point is the description of
what Weber understands as rationalization and his conceptualization of the three
types of legitimate domination. The purest and most rational type of legal
domination is in Weber ́s eyes bureaucracy with its benefits of precision,
calculability, controllability and efficiency – in short, with its technical superiority.
Weber ́s position concerning bureaucratization is ambivalent, because he also sees
the negative consequences in dehumanization and excessive control, which ends
in an „iron cage‟. Merton analysis outlines the dysfunctions resulting from
bureaucratic structures. The negative consequences he identifies are the
displacement of goals, the trained incapacity, over-conformity and esprit de corps
of the officials and the depersonalization of relationships.

Weber's Rationalism and Modern Society
The Encyclopedia of Social Theory is an indispensable reference source for anyone
interested in the roots of contemporary social theory. It examines the global
landscape of all the key theories and the theorists behind them, presenting them in
the context needed to understand their strengths and weaknesses. Led by
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internationally renowned scholar George Ritzer, the Encyclopedia of Social Theory
draws together a team of more than 200 international scholars covering the
developments, achievements, and prospects of social theory from its inception in
the 18th century to the present. Understanding that social theory can both explain
and alter the social world, this two-volume set serves as not only a foundation for
learning, but also an inspiration for creative and reflexive engagement with the
rich range of ideas it contains.

Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory
Weber’s classic study which deals specifically with: Types of Asceticism and the
Significance of Ancient Judaism, History and Social Organization of Ancient
Palestine, Political Organization and Religious Ideas in the Time of the Confederacy
and the Early Kings, Political Decline, Religious Conflict and Biblical Prophecy.

The Oxford Handbook of Sociology and Organization Studies
In The Protestant Ethic, Max Weber opposes the Marxist concept of dialectical
materialism and relates the rise of the capitalist economy to the Calvinist belief in
the moral value of hard work and the fulfillment of one's worldly duties. Based on
the original 1905 edition, this volume includes, along with Weber's treatise, an
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illuminating introduction, a wealth of explanatory notes, and exemplary responses
and remarks-both from Weber and his critics-sparked by publication of The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.

Max Weber, Rationality and Modernity
This book brings together leading figures in history, sociology, political science,
feminism and critical theory to interpret, evaluate, criticize and update Weber's
legacy. In a collection of specially commissioned pieces and translated articles the
Weberian scholarship recognizes Max Weber as the figure central to contemporary
debates on the need for societal rationality, the limits of reason and the place of
culture and conduct in the supposedly post-religious age. In Part 1, Wolfgang
Mommsen, Wilhelm Hennis, Guenther Roth and Wolfgang Schluchter provide a full
and varied account of the theme of rationalization in the world civilizations. In Part
2 Pierre Bourdieu and Barry Hindess critically examine Weber's social action
model, and Johannes Weiss and Martin Albrow address the putative 'crisis' of
Western rationality. In Part 3 Jeffrey Alexander, Ralph Schroeder, Bryan Turner,
Roslyn Bologh and Sam Whimster scrutinize Weber's understanding of modernity
with its characteristic plurality of 'gods and demons'; they focus on its implications
for individuality and personality, the body and sexuality, feminism and aesthetic
modernism. Part 4 turns to politics, law and the state in the contemporary world:
Colin Gordon on liberalism, Luciano Cavalli on charismatic politics, Stephen Turner
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and Regis Factor on decisionism and power and Scott Lash on modernism,
substantice rationality and law. This book was first published in 1987.

From Max Weber
Andreas Anter reconstructs Max Weber's theory of the modern state, showing its
significance to contemporary political science. He reveals the ambivalence of
Weber's political thought: the oscillation between an étatiste position, mainly
oriented to the reason of state, and an individualistic one, focussed on the freedom
of individuals

The Dialectical Imagination
In this major new book, the author of the bestselling McDonaldization of Society
provides an exploration of one of the most innovative and imaginative sociological
theses of the last decade of the twentieth century - `McDonaldization'. Part One
centres on a discussion of Karl Mannheim's theory of rationalization. The author
also assesses the degree to which sociology in general and sociological theory in
particular have been `McDonaldized'. The second part demonstrates the empirical
reach of the `McDonaldization' process with discussions on work, credit and
globalization. Part Three moves beyond `McDonaldization' to the worlds of `new
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means of consumption' and the postmodern perspectives that best illuminate
them. The author

The Limits of Rationality
The papers contained in this volume are based on the contributions to an
international, interdisciplinary Symposium entitled 'Analytical and Sociologi cal
Action Theories' which took place in Berlin (West) on September 1-3, 1982. Each
part comprises a main paper followed by two (in Part IV three) papers commenting
on it. On the whole there is an equal division into philo sophical and sociological
papers. In particular each main paper receives both inter- and innerdisciplinary
comments. The Berlin Symposium was supported by the Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft (Bonn) and, to a smaller extent, by the Freie UniversiHit
Berlin; both grants are acknowledged gratefully. Berlin and Helsinki, May 1984
GOTTFRIED SEEBASS RAIMO TUOMELA vii GOTTFRIED SEEBASS INTRODUCTION I. It
is a striking fact that the extended efforts of both sociologists and analytical
philosophers to work out what is termed a 'theory of action' have taken little, if
any, account of each other. Yet of the various reasons for this that come to mind
none appears to be such as to foil any hopes for fruitful interdisciplinary exchange.
Being concerned, apparently, with the same set of phenomena, viz. individual and
social actions, the two theories can reasonably be expected to be partially
overlapping as well as competitive and complementary. Accordingly each can
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eventually be shown by the other to need completion or revision. Whether or to
what extent this is the case is subject to inquiry and discussion.

Max Weber's Economy and Society
Social Action
Organizations have profound and pervasive effects on our lives both at work and
beyond. Indeed, we live in a society of organizations. Contemporary society and its
organizations are in a period of accelerated, profound, and profoundly
disconcerting, change. This volume brings together leading sociologists and
organizational scholars to consider how various "classic" sociologists can help us
understand this change. In recent decades, thefield of organization studies has
become well established in both sociology departments and professional schools,
most notably business schools. However, with this establishment has come a
progressive shift in focus towards the concerns of academic peers and away from
the big issues of our times. Ascompared with the increasingly academic focus of
research in more recent decades, these classic sociologists were all deeply
engaged with broader social and political issues.
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Max Weber's Theory of the Modern State
This book is the first full-length study of the ongoing debate over the status of our
disenchanted worlda world stripped of mysterious and supernatural forces by
the demythologizing power of reason and modern science. It draws together for
the first time the writings of various theorists on this theme, such as Georg Lukacs,
Theodor Adorno, and Jürgen Habermas, providing a coherent overview of an
evolving dialogue, as well as Germains own evaluation of the disenchantment
problematic.

Max Weber
Active at the time when the social sciences were founded, Max Weber's social
theory contributed significantly to a wide range of fields and disciplines.
Considering his prominence, it makes sense to take stock of the Weberian heritage
and to explore the ways in which Weber's work and ideas have contributed to our
understanding of the modern world. Using his work as a point of departure, The
Oxford Handbook of Max Weber investigates the Weberian legacy today,
identifying the enduring problems and themes associated with his thought that
have contemporary significance: the nature of modern capitalism, neo-liberal
global economic policy, nationalism, religion and secularization, threats to legality,
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the culture of modernity, bureaucratic rule and leadership, politics and ethics, the
value of science, power and inequality. These problems are global in scope, and
the Weberian approach has been used to address them in very different societies.
Thus, the Handbook also features chapters on Europe, Turkey, Islam, Judaism,
China, India, and international politics. The Handbook emphasizes the use and
application of Weber's ideas. It offers a journey through the intellectual terrain that
scholars continue to explore using the tools and perspectives of Weberian analysis.
The essays explore how Weber's concepts, hypotheses, and perspectives have
been applied in practice, and how they can be applied in the future in social
inquiry, not only in Europe and North America, but globally. The volume is divided
into six parts exploring, in turn: Capitalism in a Globalized World, Society and
Social Structure, Politics and the State, Religion, Culture, and Science and
Knowledge.

Sociology of Law
DIVStarting with descriptions and analyses of the agrarian systems, the famed
economist explores manorial system, guilds, and early capitalism, organization of
industry and mining, development of commerce, the transporting of goods, and
more. /div
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Encyclopedia of Social Theory
Do Organisations have Feelings? argues that any adequate explanation of the way
organizations function for those engaged in business and those who study it must
transcend the traditional divide between reason and emotion. The papers in this
important collection by one of the leading world authorities in the studies of
organizations were written over a period of thirty years. They are now presented
together for the first time with an extended commentary and discussion by the
author and two specially written chapters to bring the story right up-to-date.
Together they provide a fascinating history of the way organizations have reflected
changes in society at large as we move into the epoch of globalisation.

Globalization
This book presents a collection of essays on institutional theory written by the
German sociologist and Weber-expert M. Rainer Lepsius. Based on Weber’s work,
the author develops concepts of institutional theory, which he subsequently applies
to topics such as National Socialism, democratization processes, German
unification, and the institutionalization of the European Union. By showing how
charismatic leadership can under certain circumstances threaten democratic
structures and curtail individual freedoms, and by analyzing the structural and
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cultural conditions under which people develop trust in political and social
structures and ultimately come to support and comply with them, the author
provides a sound analytical understanding of the development of democratic
institutions and a democratic political culture. This collection of essays was edited,
translated and commented on by Claus Wendt.

The Cambridge Companion to Weber
Max Weber and Postmodern Theory
Weber's Rationalism and Modern Society rediscovers Max Weber for the twentyfirst century. Tony and Dagmar Waters' translation of Weber's works highlights his
contributions to the social sciences and politics, credited with highlighting concepts
such as "iron cage," "bureaucracy," "bureaucratization," "rationalization,"
"charisma," and the role of the "work ethic" in ordering modern labor markets.
Outlining the relationship between community (Gemeinschaft), and market society
(Gesellschaft), the issues of social stratification, power, politics, and modernity
resonate just as loudly today as they did for Weber during the early twentieth
century.
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Law/Society
This comprehensive collection of contemporary sociological theory is the definitive
guide to current perspectives and approaches in the field, examining key topics
and debates in the field. Collects the most representative material available on
topics such as symbolic interactionism, phenomenology, structuralism, network
theory, critical theory, feminist theory, and the debates over modernity and
postmodernity Includes examinations of the work of Foucault, Giddens, and
Bourdieu A new section for this edition opens up the debate on power and
inequality Thematically organized

Max Weber
Praised for its conversational tone, personal examples, and helpful pedagogical
tools, the Fourth Edition of Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory: Seeing the
Social World is organized around the modern ideas of progress, knowledge, and
democracy. With this historical thread woven throughout the chapters, the book
examines the works and intellectual contributions of major classical theorists,
including Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, Weber, Mead, Simmel, Martineau, Gilman,
Douglass, Du Bois, Parsons, and the Frankfurt School. Kenneth Allan and new coauthor Sarah Daynes focus on the specific views of each theorist, rather than
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schools of thought, and highlight modernity and postmodernity to help
contemporary readers understand how classical sociological theory applies to their
lives.

The Oxford Handbook of Max Weber
Updated to reflect recent global developments, the second edition of Globalization:
A Basic Text presents an up-to-date introduction to major trends and topics
relating to globalization studies. Features updates and revisions in its accessible
introduction to key theories and major topics in globalization Includes an enhanced
emphasis on issues relating to global governance, emerging technology, global
flows of people, human trafficking, global justice movements, and global
environmental sustainability Utilizes a unique set of metaphors to introduce and
explain the highly complex nature of globalization in an engaging and
understandable manner Offers an interdisciplinary approach to globalization by
drawing from fields that include sociology, global political economy, political
science, international relations, geography, and anthropology Written by an
internationally recognized and experienced author team

The McDonaldization of Society
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George Ritzer is one of the leading social and cultural commentators of the present
day. In this essential new book he considers some of the main tendencies in
contemporary social theory. Included here are Ritzer's latest reflections on the
uses and misuses of metatheory. According to Ritzer, sociology is a multiparadigm
science. The differences and intensities of rivalries between paradigms are often
very confusing for students and even for professional sociologists. This book seeks
to find a way out of the confusion by sketching out the lineaments of a new
integrated sociological paradigm and demonstrates how this paradigm can be
applied. It shows the various ways in which Ritzer has developed rationalization
theory to shed light on professional integration, the shape of consumer culture,
hyperrationality and the state of sociology today.

Max Weber and Institutional Theory
Max Weber (1864-1920) was one of the most prolific and influential sociologists of
the twentieth century. This classic collection draws together his key papers. This
edition contains a new preface by Professor Bryan S. Turner.

Max Weber and International Relations
This book has established itself as the standard short introduction in German to the
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work of Max Weber, and appears here for the first time in English translation. The
author has a profound knowledge of Weber's writings, yet manages to make
Weber's ideas accessible to the beginner. The book offers a comprehensive
account of Weber's views, giving attention both to the context in which Weber
produced his most significant contributions to social science, and to the changes
involved in his work over the course of his career. Kasler also offers an introduction
to the controversies which Weber's writings have stimulated, from the time of their
first appearance to the present day. This book will be of interest to anyone
concerned with Max Weber and will rapidly establish itself as the leading student
text of Weber in the English-speaking world.

Do Organizations Have Feelings?
Foundations of the Sociology of Law provides a conceptual framework for thinking
about the full range of topics within the sociology of law discipline. The book:
contrasts normative and sociological perspectives on law; presents a primer on the
logic of research and inference as applied to law related issues; examines theories
of legal change; and discusses law in action with specific reference to civil rights
legislation.

A Discourse on Disenchantment
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George Ritzer is one of the leading social and cultural commentators of the present
day. In this essential new book he considers some of the main tendencies in
contemporary social theory. Included here are Ritzer's latest reflections on the
uses and misuses of metatheory. According to Ritzer, sociology is a multiparadigm
science. The differences and intensities of rivalries between paradigms are often
very confusing for students and even for professional sociologists. This book seeks
to find a way out of the confusion by sketching out the lineaments of a new
integrated sociological paradigm and demonstrates how this paradigm can be
applied. It shows the various ways in which Ritzer has developed rationalization
theory to shed light on professional integration, the shape of consumer culture,
hyperrationality and the state of sociology today.

Illuminating Social Life
Thoroughly revised, this new edition of Critical Theory of Technology rethinks the
relationships between technology, rationality, and democracy, arguing that the
degradation of labor--as well as of many environmental, educational, and political
systems--is rooted in the social values that preside over technological
development. It contains materials on political theory, but the emphasis has
shifted to reflect a growing interest in the fields of technology and cultural studies.
Page 16/25

Download Ebook The Weberian Theory Of Rationalization And The
Ancient Judaism
This Companion introduces Max Weber, one of the very greatest figures in the
history of the social sciences.

Transforming Technology
Now in its Eighth Edition, George Ritzer's McDonaldization of Society continues to
stand as one of the pillars of modern day sociological thought. By linking theory to
21st century culture, this book resonates with students in a way that few other
books do, opening their eyes to many current issues, especially in the areas of
consumption and globalization. Through vivid, story-telling prose, Ritzer provides
an insightful introduction to the ways in which the principles of the fast-food
restaurant are coming to dominate sectors of American society as well as the rest
of the world. This new edition has been fully updated to include a new focus on
McDonaldization of the workforce.

Explorations in Social Theory
This unique volume gathers Weber's writings on a broad array ofthemes, from the
nature of work, to the political culture ofdemocracy, to the uniqueness of the West,
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to the character of thefamily and race relations, to the role of science and the fate
ofethical action in the modern world. Gathers Weber’s writings in a comprehensive
collection,organized by topic. Rejuvenates a central, pivotal theme of Weberian
thought: "Howdo we live?" and "How can we live in the industrialsociety?”
Connects Weber’s writings to contemporary issues throughmodern essays and
editorial introductions.

Max Weber's Construction Of Social Theory
Illuminating Social Life has enjoyed increasing popularity with each edition. It is the
only book designed for undergraduate teaching that shows today's students how
classical and contemporary social theories can be used to shed new light on such
topics as the internet, the world of work, fast food restaurants, shopping malls,
alcohol use, body building, sales and service, and new religious movements.A
perfect complement for the sociological theory course, it offers 13 original essays
by leading scholars in the field who are also experienced undergraduate theory
teachers. Substantial introductions by the editor link the applied essays to a
complete review of the classical and modern social theories used in the book.

General Economic History
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Since the classic contributions of Weber and Durkheim, the sociology of law has
raised key questions on the place of law in society. Drawing together both
theoretical and empirical themes, in this 2008 book Mathieu Deflem reviews the
field's major accomplishments and reveals the value of the multiple ways in which
sociologists study the social structures and processes of law. He discusses both
historical and contemporary issues, from early theoretical foundations and the
work of Weber and Durkheim, through the contribution of sociological
jurisprudence, to the development of modern perspectives to clarify how
sociologists study law. Chapters also look at the role of law in relation to the
economy, politics, culture, and the legal profession; and aspects of law
enforcement and the globalization of law. This book will appeal to scholars and
students of the sociology of law, jurisprudence, social and political theory, and
social and political philosophy.

Explorations in Social Theory
In The Limits of Rationality Rogers Brubaker explores the intimate and ambiguous
interplay between Max Weber's empirical work and his moral vision, between his
historical and sociological analysis of the 'specific and peculiar rationalism' of
modern Western civilization and his deeply ambivalent moral response to that
rationalism. Weber's ideas about rationality are central to his sociological work,
and they are central to his moral perspective. But these ideas are neither easily
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accessible nor easily understandable, in part because Weber never systematized
them, in part because his work is usually encountered piecemeal and seldom
studied in its entirety. Brubaker reconstructs Weber's rich but fragmented
discussion of rationalism and rationalization in a systematic fashion, thereby
illuminating his empirical and moral diagnosis of modernity - a diagnosis that
remains unsurpassed in pathos and anyalytical power.

The Protestant Work Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
Herbert Marcuse, Erich Fromm, Max Horkheimer, Franz Neumann, Theodor Adorno,
Leo Lowenthal—the impact of the Frankfurt School on the sociological, political,
and cultural thought of the twentieth century has been profound. The Dialectical
Imagination is a major history of this monumental cultural and intellectual
enterprise during its early years in Germany and in the United States. Martin Jay
has provided a substantial new preface for this edition, in which he reflects on the
continuing relevance of the work of the Frankfurt School.

A Sociology of Industrialisation: an introduction
Latest update of this internationally popular anthology from George Ritzer.
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The McDonaldization Thesis
Max Weber ́s Theory of Bureaucracy and its Negative
Consequences
Max Weber explored the political, epistemological and ethical problems of
modernity, and understood how closely connected they were. His efforts are
imaginative, sophisticated, even inspiring, but also flawed. Weber's
epistemological successes and failures highlight unresolvable tensions that are just
as pronounced today and from which we have much to learn. This edited collection
of essays offers novel readings of Weber's politics, approach to knowledge,
rationality, counterfactuals, ideal types, power, bureaucracy, the state, history, and
the non-Western world. The conclusions look at how some of his prominent
successors have addressed or finessed the tensions of the epistemological
between subjective values and subjective knowledge; the sociological between
social rationalization and irrational myths; the personal among conflicting values;
the political between the kinds of leaders democracies select and the national
tasks that should be performed; and the tragic between human conscience and
worldly affairs.
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Contemporary Sociological Theory
This book explores the contemporary nature of Max Weber's work by looking in
detail at his key concepts of rationalization and disenchantment. Thematic
parallels are drawn between Weber's rationalization thesis and the critiques of
contemporary culture developed by Jean-Francois Lyotard, Michel Foucault and
Jean Baudrillard. It is suggested that these three 'postmoden' thinkers develop and
respond to Weber's analysis of modernity by pursuing radical strategies of
affirmation and re-enchantment. Examining the work of these three key thinkers in
this way casts new light both on postmodern theory and on Weber's sociology of
rationalization.

Bureaucracy
This wide-ranging and assured book, written by one of the leading Weber scholars
in the English-speaking world, shows us the many sides of Max Weber. The book
provides an authoritative guide to the current burning issues in social theory,
religion, rationalization, the body, modernization and capitalism. It will be essential
reading for anyone interested in Weber's claim that the aim of sociology must be
to explain what is distinctive about the times in which we live.
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McDonaldization
The Globalization of Nothing is back in a revised and completely updated Second
Edition. In this reconceptualized volume, author George Ritzer focuses his attention
squarely on the processes of globalization and how they relate to McDonaldization.
This revision is shorter, more concise, and spends much less space on the NothingSomething continuum that he introduced in the First Edition.

Max Weber: From History to Modernity
This book provides an indispensable introduction to Weber's Economy and Society,
and should be mandatory reading for social scientists who are interested in Weber.
The various contributions to this volume, all written by important Weberian
scholars, present the culmination of decades of debates about Weber's various
concepts and theories. They are sure guides in the maze of conflicting
interpretations, and draw out the implications of Weber's sociology for
understanding social change in the 21st century. Gil Eyal, Columbia University
Many will value this as the best collection of essays on Max Weber in the English
language. It surpasses prior studies in using Weber and the world of his endeavors
as entry points into the central issues of social science today. Richard Biernacki,
University of California, San Diego"
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